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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and rend prayers.

PRIVILEOE-" HANSARD" REPORTS.

Humorous and Serious Inter jeitions.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [3.0]: On a
question of privilege, 'Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask whether you are prepared to
take steps to authorise the members of the
"Hansard" staff to differentiate between in-
terjections of a humorous nature and those
that represent more serious statements. If
that were done, a member who made an in-
terjcction in a humorous vein would not
have it recorded as at present, hut it would
appear in "Hansard" with a word-, included
in brackets before the interjection, indi-
eating that it had been made humorously.
For instance, an interjetion by the Pre-
mier yesterday relative to the Cottesloe
Municipal Council was, I hope, humorously
madc, but as it appeared in the reports it
might be taken as a serious statement.

The Premier: It was not. Perhaps I acu
the worst offender in this respect, but cer-
tainly the interjection was not made seri-
ously.

Mr. NORTH: It is in order to preserve
the pleasant remarks by the Premier and
other hon. members that I ask you, Mr.
Speaker, to exercise your powers in the
direction I have indicated. Let members of

the "Hansard" staff use words such as
"humorously" or "dryy" in parenthesis
before the interjeetions.

Mr. Ange~o: The difivailty would be for
members of the "Hansard" staff to know
when such interjections were made seriously.

Mr. Sampson: It would be useful for
Scotsmen!1

MR. SPEAKER [3.4]: 1 think that any-
thing along the lines suggested would come
better by way of a motion. I have feelings
of hesitancy about interfering with the
"Hansard" stull! in connection with the re-
ports of Parliamentary proceedings. Gen-
erally speaking, they are absolutely reliable
and any interjections recorded are such that
the general sense and knowledge of the
members of this Chamber would enable the
proper meaning to be given to them. I
fancy we should have a good deal more to
complain of if we had such side comments
as "hiumour," "satire," "irony," "mnirth"
and similar expressions appearing in the
reports. Certainly' I think we would have
mnuch more to complain about if that were
done, than is the ease at the present time.

QUESTION-EDUCATION, KELLER-
BERRIN AND DOODLAKINE
SCHOOLS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked Hon. S. W.
Mfunsie (Honorary Minister): When will
the promised manual Classrooms be pro-
vided for both IKelterberrin and Doodlakine
schools'

Hon. S. All MUNSIE replied: The mat-
ter is now receiving con sidleration.

QUESTION-AVON RIVER, SALINE
POLLUTION.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked Hon. J. Cunning-
ham (Honorary Minister) : Has anything
been done regarding the provision of a
regulating flood gate at the County Peak
lakes, south-east of Beverley, to prevent the
saline pollution of the River Avon, as agreed
to by the Assembly on the 14th October,
19251

Eon. J. CUNN17OHAM1 replied: The
question as to whether further investigations
should be made is receiving consideration.
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QUESTION-COURT HOUSE,
MERftEDIN.

I kr. GIFFITHS asked the Mlinister for
Justice: Is consideration being given to the
question of providing proper court house
facilities for Merredin, and when is action
likely to be taken?9

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied:- Yes. Merredin cannot be considered
an isolated centre, and any action will be in
conjunction with the surrounding townships.

QUESTION-POIJOB QUARTERS)
TAMMIN AND MECIKERING.

Mr. GRI1FFITHS asked the Minipter for
Justice: 1, When is it proposed to build
the police quarters at Tamminl 2, Can he
provide the small sum required to make the
police quarters at Mecca-jug more habit-
able? 3, Is lie aware that an expenditure
of under £40 would cover the cost of all that
is required.?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied: 1, So soon as the necessary funds
are available. 2, The Works Department
wvill be asked to undertake the work. 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAY

PROJECTS.

3arramony eastward.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
Will the eartlhworks for the Yarramony east-
ward railway be started duiing tbe present
financial year? 2, If not, will he
cause those settlers who are over 12 / miles
from the railway to be exempted from land
tax, land rents, road and- vermin rates, until
the promise to build, the rail-way is fulfilled?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, No.

Surveys recommended.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
Does lie propose to have a survey made of
the proposed railway between Boytip Brook
and Orabrook, strongly recommended by
the Advisory Board,? 2, Will he also have
a survey made of the proposed railway be-
tween Manjimup and Mt. Barker, according
to the recommendation of the Advisory
Board?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, Yes.

QUESTION-FREMANTLE RAIL-
WAY BRIDGE.

Mr. SLEBIMAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has the Engineer-in-Chief yet
made an inspection of and prepared a re-
port on the Fiemantle railway bridge? 2,
If not, will the Minister take the necessary
steps to have an inspection made by the
Engineer-in-Chief and to have the report
made public?

The MINIS TEE FOR ]RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The maintenance of this bridge
being under the control of the Commissioner
Of Railways, it has not been inspected or
reported upon by the Engineer-in-Chief. 2,
This aspect of the question will be con-
sidered.

RESOLUTION-STATE FOREST
REVOCATION.

Mlessage from the Council received and
read notifying that it bad concurred in the
Assembly's resolution.

BILL-SWAN RIVER IMPROVE-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 8th December.

HRON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [3.0]: One can applaud the anxiety
of the Minister to see improvements to the
Swan River foreshore carried out. For years
this work has gone on and much of the fore-
shore has been altered for the better. It will
be within the knowledge of members that
years ago the work of improving the fore-
shore from the Causeway to the Swan brew-
cry was started and it has been continued
since'

Mr. Marshall: But that refers to one side

0F the river only.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCH-ELL: The tore-
shore on the other side is so beautiful that it
cannot be much improved. However, we can
allow the member for Canning- (Mr. Clydes-
dale) to deal with that aspect. A great deal
of reclamation 'work has been undertaken
during past years and much of it has re-
slted in the city of Perth being made more
beautiful. The Minister knows that during
the last few years effective work has been
catried on. The land between the rivr- and
the Supreme Court buildings has bees. eon-
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verted into a garden which has added greatly
to the comfort of the people and the attrae-
tiveness of the foreshore. A great deal ws
done also in levelling the ground between
the. river and Chri-stian Brothers' College.
My idea in having that part of the foreshore
levelled off was to enable us; to lay down ten-
nis courts and so on, so that people who
worked in shops could enjoy some exercise
before returning& to their hornets f or the even-
ing. Perth is fairly 'well supplied with re-
t-renition grounds, but many of [hem are some
listance away. It means that people have to
go home and then travel to the nearest sports
ground. It is desirable to encourage our peo-
ple to take exercise, and in order to do that
we should provide rounds for recreation.
Therefore, we put thousands of loads of
sand on top of the oyster shell that had been
pumped up from the river and distributed
along the foreshore east of the Supreme
Court buildings and on towards the Cause-
way.

The Premier: That is a valuable strip of
grouand to-day and will be more so in future,
paricularly for recreation and pleasure pur-
poses.

lion. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: In ad-
dition to that, the area is so conveniently
situated. More could be done in the direction
of widening the reclaimed portion towards
the brewery. Every opportunity possible
must be ax-ailed of in order to provide the
public, particuilarly the younger folk, with
grounds so that they may play games of
various descriptions. Too many of them are
apt to be lookers-on, instead of participat-
ingc in sports. No city in the Commonwealth
is so rich with possibilities in this direction
as is Perth, particularly in view of the fine
f'oreshore that is available for such purposes.
This work must continue and reclamation be
gfone on with. I was hopeful that we could
do something regarding the widening of
M1ounits Bay Road.

The Premier: That is necessary, because
it is bady needed.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHlELL: Yes, we
could probably carry the road to the east and
get rid of that fearful bottle-neck between
the brewery and the hill. That would be n
great imp rovement. The work I refer to has
propeeded quietly and in the future I hope
thae sometbinz will be done to widen the
strip along 'Mounts. Bay Road. If the Min-
ister requires a channel there, that work can
tic kept in mind. Crawley was an untidy

place some years ago, but the Parks and
Glardens Board, consisting of Mr. Shapcutt
and Mr. Mlorris, took it in hand and have
cart jed out extensive improvements. INow
it is a very pleasant, place, particularly for
married people who can take their children
there and enjoy the many opportunities for
recreation and sports. Thus it will be seen
that work has been carried out right from
the point at Crawley to the Causeway. There
is more work to be done. At the time
the scheme was carried out, there was some
controversy as to the straight lines. It was
sulgested that the line of the foreshore
could have been broken somewhat. That can
come later on. At any rate the foreshore
that was formerly unwholesome, unsightly
and unhealthy has now been converted into
a thing of beauty and usefulness. Whea
the- work reaches the Causeway, endeavour.
should be -made to widen that mueans of ac-
cess across the river between Perth and Vie-
tedsa Park. Perhaps the Minister for Lands
will say that it is wide enough already to
cope with the traffic, because in London such
a bridge would be capable of handling well-
regulated traffic. Of course, there the regu-
lation of traffic is carried out better than
here. Perhaps that is because the people
there are more easily controlled. I think
thiat with any work undertaken, the
Minister should keep in mind a causeway. It
would make a magnificent enirance to the
cLity without adding greatly to the cost,

The Minister for Lands: There have been
efforts for years to widen that road.

The Premier: There is a nasty point at
the brewery.

Hlon. Sir JAMIES 'MITCHIELL: But it
would be possible to carry the road to the
river side of the brewery.

The Minister for Lands: The brewery is
on the river side.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: But the
river still belongs to the people, and I do
not see how a causeway would affevt the
brewery, In fact it should he rather art
ad vantage.

Mr. Griffiths: The brewery would require
an outlet for its boats.

The Premier: It is proposed to to re-
claim a good deal of land on the Crawley
side of the brewery.

Hon. Sir JA'SS -MITCHELL: But the
difficulty is to get past the brewery. It is
unthinkable that the brewery company
would object to necess~ary work being done.

2847
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The Premier. They have agreed to re-
move the office and some smaller buildings
back from the road.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
does not appear to be any easing-off of the
work. of the brewery, and in time something
will have to be done. When considering
any work of reclaiming the foreshore or
deepening the channel, this should be kept
in mind. It is a beautiful stretch of road
spoilt by one0 bad and dangerous turn. The
Minister does not propose to undertake the
work straight away. I am glad the shell
raised from the river is being utilised for
the making of cement. Unfortunately, the
Lake Clifton lime was not suitable. The
shell in the river would have lain there but
for the opportunity to convert it into
cement. When dredging is undertaken
in that locality, I suppose the Min-
ister. will see that the shell is utilised
and not wasted. The %hlinister for Lands
told me on one occasion that there was about
100 feet of oyster shell in the river bed
near to Fremantle. That could be put to
valuable use.

Mr, Hughes: Three shifts per day are
being worked to .raise the shell from the
river,

Hon. Sir JAX1ES MITCHELL: Yes,
and that will improve the river. The shell
on the reclaimed foreshore had to he covered
with sand to a considerable depth before
the land could he utilised for sports puar-
poses. This work can be undertaken with-
out any legislation, and I do not know that
legislation is necessary for the work the
Minister proposes to undertake. He in-
tends to make a boat channel to permit of
bigger boats getting as far as G-uildford, I
suppose, beautify the islands and fil1 in the
low land near to the Causeway. That is good
and proper work, and bit by hit it will be
done to the advantage of the people gen-
erally.

The Premier: We shall always be doing
a little.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL; Yes.
When I was in office the member for
Canning& (Mr. Glydesdale) interested him-
self greatly in this work, but monley was not
then available for it. We had to use the
available raoney to make farms, and could
not afford to apply it to work of this descrip-

ion.

The Premier: We shall have to move as
we can afford the money.

Hlon. Sir JAMEUS MITCHELL: Yes.
We cannot go fast, but bit by hit the work
carl be done, I have no objection to its
being done under statute. It makes no
difference whether it is done under a vote
of the House or under a measure of this
kind. To improve the foreshore, the Bill
is not necessary. What is necessary is
money. If the Minister wishes to continue
the work graduailly for years, it may seem
to himl, that the BiUl is necessary. The work
itself has my whole-hearted, approval. What
the Minister proposes is really a continua-
tion of work that has been going on for
years. A great deal has been done to im-
trov~e the foreshore during the last five or
six years, and it has been done at very little
cost. It was more a matter of smoothing
the rougher work that had been. done.
It may he suggested that this is a
work that Could he undertaken by the local
authority who will benefit, hut that is not
quite the view . take. It is a national work.
In this city we have wonderful parks. It
would not be possible to have such parks
mn every centre of the State, but we can
have them at the spot where all the people
come at sonie time or other.

The Premier:. It is a national asset be-
longing iiot only to Perth but to the people
of the State.

Ron. Sir JAMES INITCHELL: That is
so. Thu business eentre is visited by every-
one. All centres cannot have these wonder-
ful advantages, but there is no reason why
we should not have them collectively in one
centre. iTt is the vote of the House that will
count arid not this Bill. Year by year the
House will have to vote money for the work,
and it will not need to be a vry large sum,
because the Minister will not have many
mnen employed. A dredge does not entail
the emlplo 'yment of a lot of men. Its work
will be pumpingc and not spade work, and
it will proceed gradually. It is work that
is worth doing.

The Minister for Works: And it must be
done at some time.

Hon. Sir JTAMES MITCHELL: But it
must not he forgotten that quite a lot has
been done. Often I looked upon the small
islands and the end of the retaining wal
towards the Causeway, and thought how
beautiful all that part could he made at
very little expense. The Minister is to re-
ceive a contribution towards the work from
the Perth City Council, £500 a year far five
years and £1,000 a year for seven years.
That, of course, is an infinitesimal sum and
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uill not go far. In every new country it is
nevitable that work such as this should be
[one by the Government and not by the local
tuthority. If the City Council could take
vver the water saiply, sewerage works and
ramwavs and take charge of all the parka,
,heY would make mtoney out of them. The
cople of the country have enough to pay

,o without bearing any part of the burden
A a special ser-ice like water supply for
Perth, but it is quite another matter when
lenling with open spaces and beauty spots
1int all the people enjoy. I do not approve
of the Bill entirely. The M1inister would
hardly expect me to do so.

The Viister for Works: I never expect
your full approval of anything I introduce.

I-Ion Sir 1JME 1MTCHELL: The
MIinister is wiser than .1 thought he was. He

hna'sm unfortunate habit of putting into Bills
ju-st the things he himself believes in, with-
oct regard for the things he should include.
it is hard- to persuade the 2)inister that he
can be wrong. Ile wants some of the land
helonging to people owning blocks that abut
on the river. In the early days the river
was not reserved and in many instances the
titles issued go to the centre of the river,
so that the rh-er belongs to tile man owning
the land abutting on it. I suppose the Can-
ning River is owned by private people. AL
Iny rate some of them say, "'rhis is my
pool; it is private land and you cannot use
it." So they build] a hank along it and
regVard it as theirs. The M1inister is wrong
in saying that hle canI confiscate land. The
land below w-hot he calls high water mark
may not be of much value, hut the people
holdinur such 60"c as I have referred to hac;e
their rights which should be respectd. It
is not worth Ihe Mlinister's while to take th3
land under the clause of the Bill.

Mlr. 'Marshall: He is try' ing to get the
land that is under the water, not under the
clause.

H~on. Sir JA-MES MITTCHELL: B3t !t-p
Mlinister wishes to put the land above the
water. He should consider whether it is
right to include such a clause. If it -
necessary to give him the right to resume
land to operate upon, such land cannot
he of much value, because it is unthinkable
that people wouild build houses near to the
land that the M1inister will want.

Mr. Hug-hes: He may want it for :n road.

Hfon. Sir JA31ES AiTTCHELL: I do not
think any compensation was paid for the

l]&wrt of the foreshore that has been dealt
with. Probably compensation will not be
necessary in future, because the work will
improve abutting properties, but if we do
anything to the hurt of a landowner, we
should pay hima.

The M1iister for Works: We should be
doing him a good turn.

Hon. Sir JAMEUS MITCHELL:- The
House s.hould disapprove of the land being
taken, except in the ordinary way. To re-
claim the land which wvill of necessity be
taken , the Minister will probably havle to
construct unsightly banks, miad that muay
make it imperative for owners of land not
on the same level to fill in their blocks.

The MNinister for Works: No, we shall fill
them in to the foot of the hill.

Hon. Sir -TAINES Mi1TCHELL: Even the
land that is left.

The Mlinister for Works: We will tN)~e
the latnd right up to the foot of the hill.

Hon. Sir JAMIES AITCHTELL: The M.Nin-
ister cannot do that unless it is wanted for
some public purpose. It is not wanted for
that purpose so far as we know. A road
is not necessary to carry trafama in the ord in-
-my sense. It will be necessary when the
Minister has finished his reclamation work.
That road will be a. chain wide and it will
run along the foreshore, It is quite possible
for the road to be made along the present
foreshore on the land that is reclaimed. If
the only land that we take is land which is
now occasionally flooded, and is a breeding
ground for mosqnitoes, one would not expect
muich objection to be raised.

The Premier: We could not reclaimi the
other land without taking that.

Hfon. Sir JAMETS M.ITCHELL: The
Minister couild bare his banks with this land
left. which -would have to be filled in. The
land must be taken tinder proper conditions.
It can all be reclaimed without this Bill.
The M.1inister has inserted in the Bill some
method of his own, which will be very dis-
turhing to some people who live along the
foresh ore..

The Minister for Works: It will disturb
more mosquitoes than people.

Hion. Sir JAMtES 2IITCflELt: We
ought to give the Minister 12 months leave

sthat he may goon disturbing mosquitoes.
He is disturbing the people of the country
now, and will disturb them a great dell
monre n-hen we reach some of his legislative
p-ro pot Cds.
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The Minister for Works: I will try to
live up to that reputation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know whether the people who own this land
have been consulted.

Mr. Clydesdale: The price wvill go up if
you do consult them.

The 'Minister for Works: I will show you
what one man, whose land is under water,
has done since this was suggested.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A fair
thing ought to be paid for the land. The
Bill suggests confiscation, It says the Sur-
veyor General shall decide what is high wate-
mark.

The Minister for Works: Who else would
do it?

Hon. Sir JAM1-ES MITCHELL: That
question may have to be decided by the
court. What the Suirveyor General says
must go.

Mr. Angelo:- It has to be approved by
the Minister,

The Minister for Works: No high water
mark of a satisfactory nature has yet been
found.

Hon. Sir JAMES KIfTCHELL: There i6
no appeal from the Surveyor General. The
ordinary methods of resumption ought to
be sufficient. If ownership extends to at
renter depth than the Surveyor General

decides, the owner will be sure to call in the
aid of the courts. Resumption in the ord-
in ary way is all right. This clause shou!J
not find a place in the Bill. Undoubtedly
the work to he done will improve the value
of the remaining land.

The Premier: And all the property ad-
jacent thereto.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
The Minister for Works: We do not an-

ticipate any trouble witi. the landowners.
They ought to be the most pleased people
in the community.

Hon. Sir JAMAES MITCHELL: The in-
ister says we ought all to be charmed by
his leislation, and that no one should say
a word against, it.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are putting the
People up to a lot of things.

The Premier: You are suggesting things
to them.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
not as simple in East Perth as may he
imaciued.

Mr. Hughes: They are very judicious.
The Premier: They may have great dis-

crimination.

lion. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: I hay
no evidence of that.

Mr. Hughes: They are vary careful abou
the advice they give and take.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hop
so. These unusual pow era 0 gLit not to b
taken.

Hon. 0. Taylor: They ought not to b
given.

Ron. Six -JAMIES MAITCHELL: In thi
House they are taken. Is it not enough fo
the Mkinister to have power to resume Ian
uinder the Public Works Act?

lon. 01. Taylor: That is too slow.
TIhe Premier: We ought to take powe

to gather in all the increased value that wi
be given to the properties down there.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It woul
be at comfortingo thing. for the Treasurer
that could be done everywhere. If gold wer
foind by somne prospector and the land cdoE
by becamne valuable, it would be a great thin
to he able to take possession of the gold.

The Premier: This increased value will b
brought about by the ext enditure of Goverz
ment mioney.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIUTCEHELL: We reni
not hurt people when we are benefiting then
These people acquired their land many yeaw
age, and are entitled to enjioy the use of it.

11041. S. W. Afunsie: What is wrong wit
their unijoying- the us,.e of it as it is now?

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: It wa
want of oversight that permitted the sale o
the foreshore.

Ilor. S. WV. Munsie: : Why should the prc
sent g-eneration 1)ay% somoethiiig for nothin,
becausie of that*

HRon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We d
not all view these matters in the same lighi
[hte ilOnoinry Minister Avoul([ et themn asid
without considering the obligations of th
Government.

H-on. S. W. Munsie: I would not.
Fon. Sir JAMES MNITCTIEl,L,: He woul

ignore the Government's responsibilitiest
[lie people who honestly mnade these put
chases.

H-on. -9. WV. Munsie: Is there one4 pliic
ini the metropolitan area where tli Govern
monit have resunusi lAnd uinder the Publi
Works Act and hiave had a fair deal ?

Hon. Sir JAMEtS MI.TCI-ELjT: I am stir
the Honorary Minister is making a mistaki
We do not know what land should be taker
The Minister for Works should rest on tb
simple power already given by the PUbli
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Works Act. We are asked to say that the
boundaries should not be where the owners
thought they were when they purchased.

Trhe Premier: We shall send our bound-
aries out, and further out.

lion. Sir JA'MES MI1TCHELL: This is to
he done to satisfy the Minister. I hope he
will not be able to persuade the House to
Live him these powers. I do not suppose the
laud it is proposed to take its of great value.

'rhe Premier: It is mostly alg-ae and mos-
'tulitoes. now.

Hion. Sir JAMES MIITCHELL: The Pre-
mier may be a better judg-e than I am.

Mr. Clydesdale: The stench of the river
has penietrated to where the Premier lives.

The Premier: I live in the aristocratic
suburb of MNt. Lawley.

Hon. Sir JAMES MiTCHELL: As the
M.%inister wants the Bill, I do not intend to
oppose it, but I hope members will see that
the resumption provisions are modified. Mem-
bers on this side cannot hope to influence
him.

Mr. Hughes: It would be disastrous to
find there is not sufficient power to complete
the job after it had been started.

Hfon. Sir JAMES ITCHELL: The Pub-
lie Works Act gives all the powers necessary.
I hope thle work that is to be done will be
as stzccessftd as that which has already been
done' along the river.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [3.421:
Ever ,yone should appreciate the value of this
!eleme. It wvill greatly improve the river
aiii do away with many eyesores. I hope
when the time comes to aplportiou the reserves
that arc made to the various tennis and cro-
q1ue: clubs, and other sporting bodies, that
the rights of the public will be protected. On
hot summer days I have frequently derived
a great deal of pleasure from looking at the
goreen pluh ihi the reserve4 oni my way to town.
They were kept in beautiful order and were
indeed a pleasure to look upon. Of late there
have been erected in front of one of these
recreation rounds unsightly buildings that
resemble fowl pens, and these have blotted
out the green sward from the observation of
passers-by. Something is due to the people
wh~o use the streets, and who are not in n
position to join (he spoiling clubs concerned.
I regret that an unsightly jarrab building
hass been put up at this place.

Mr. Marshall: To what are you refer-

.1r. TEESUALE: To a part icular sports
ground. The building is a place in which
people sit when some sp~orting event is going
on. When the sport is on, the ground is also
surrounded by hessian, which usually remains
up for several days after the event is over.
The people who use that ground have no
ri-eht to shut out from others the sight of the
green sward. I hoj.e it this foreshore is al-
lotted to sports bodies the Government wifll
mce to it that they are not permitted to pre-
vent others from at least seeing the grounds.

MR, STUBBS (Wagin) [3A6]: I1 sup-
,port the Bill. Any member who accom-
panied me around the Swan River in the
direction of the brewery would be convinced
by the smnell of the algae that this Bill is a
step in the right direction. I know some-
thing shout the matter, having lived on the
banks of the Swani River for 30 years. In
ray opinion the nuisance has originated en-
tirely from the effluent of the septic tanks.
The growth of algae in the shallow water
justifies this measure in the interests of the
,whole of the people. I would ndt care if
50 or 100 persons in my electorate said that
the money could be better spent in the coun-
try. Every part of the State should he de-
veloped on right and proper lines, and every
member should do his utmost to see that
each district receives justice, irrespective of
whether lie represents a metropolitan or a
country constituency. I, like other mem-
bers, h ave taken an oath to do justice by
every portion of the State of Western Aus-
tralia. I agree with the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) that the beautiful
foreshore of the Swan River should be util-
ised for the beneft of otir people generally,
irrespective of their stations in life. Our
recreation rounds are all to)o few, having
regard to the immense population Western
Australia will possess within the nest ]5 or
2-0 years. I hope the Minister for Works
will agree that the greater part of the area
to be reclaimed ought to he used for the
recreation of the people. Every man and
every woman, irrespective of the station he
or she occupies in life, should have free ac-
cess to all our recreation grounds.

MR. THOMSON (Ratanaiuszi [3.501: 1
congratulate the Minister for Works on bar-
jnz introduiced this Bill. As mentioned
by the Opposition Leader, a considerable
amount of reclamation work has been done
for years; and presumably the Bill is in-
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tended to autborise the Minister to proceed
With dint work. In passing the Bill we
shall to some extent be giving- a blank
cheque to the Minister, since he has not in-
dicated the amount of money eventually to
be spent on the work. However, Parlia-
meat will no doubt be asked to pass amounts
of money fur reclamation purposes year by
year, and thus members will have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with the subject. No one
will deary that it is essential the present on-
sightly aud. smneliful flats should he re-
claimned. At low tide especially the scene
now is neither healthy nor congenial. I
shall not raise any objection to the pro-
posed exptnditure, and am surprised at the
impression abroad that this party wift op-
pose the Bill. Naturally,' we hold that the
residents of outbacwk districts should have
the facilities they so sadly need; hut we
also recognise that the metropolitan section
of the community are equally entitled to
have their needs provided for. From aL
health aspect the mneasure is long overdue.
The -Minister's mnain object, 1 take it, is to
secure authority, so that he may obtain an
up-to-date plant and thus do the work at a
minimum cost. Another desire of his will
be to secure continuity of policy in reclama-
tion of the river foreshore.

The Minister for Works: We want to
work to a definite plan.

Mr. THOMSON: The fear that the Bill
would be opposed by cross-bench members
is entirely' unfounded. We are prepared to
do justice to every section of the community.
It is satisfactory to know that in 12 years
the metropolitan area will subscrihe a sum
of £9,500 towards the work of reclamation.
I presume the only benefit to be derived
by the metropolitan area from that expendi-
ture is the beautifying of the river fore-
shore. Are the Perth City Council to be
given any consideration in land for the
mioney to be contributed by them!1

The M1inis~ter for Works: They are being
relieved of expenditure on mosquito de-
struction and so forth.

Mr. THOMSON: It is certainly right to
beautify the fringe of our splendid expanse
of water. The other evening, I was, amazed
at the sinell coming from the river. The
Minister said the experts admitted that
sewage stimulated the growth of algae. No
doubt the object of the Government in deep-
ening the river and reelaining- the forechare
is to overcome the growth of algae. If that
object is going to be attained, I am speci-

uilly glad of the introduction of the Bill,
Septic tanks do not always function per.
fect ly, and at times a certain amount ol
sewage must get into the river. In this
respect the deepiening of the channel will
be an improvement. The algae problem k
one for the consideration of our new En-
g'ineer-in-Chiet, wvho will also be called uporc
to decide whether somec other means will aol
have to he faUnd for the disposal of Pcrth'E
sewage. I hope that the fears of [be Op.
position Leader are Lunfounded with regard
to lands resumied. Governments, when re-
sining land for any public purpose, should
he most generouis in payment of compensa.
tion. I admit that unfortunately there anf
some owners who advance unduly Jarg(
claims when dealing with (lhe Government

support the second readitig of the Bill.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) FJ .SS]: In corn.
meon with, I believe, every member of th*
Hfouse, I applaud the3 efforts being mad(
to improve the foreshore of our beautiful
river. 1 have been over some of the coun.
try iii question. In fact, a party of mem-
hers under the guidance of the member foi
Cannling (Arr. Clydesdale) went over semi
of, the ground two or three years ago. Tc
wvall. over it is impossible, but the workE
piollosrd wviIlI reclaim an area that will lie.
cowe of great utility and beauty. Wiicr
Colonel Longley was in Perth, he gave atten
tion to the matter of algae in the river and
expressed the opinion that the sewerage sys.
tern was not responsible for the alga(
growth. I think that is generally admitted
nowadays.

3Mr. Hughes: Did lie not say there wasf
larzec quantit-y of nitrogenous matter gettiuq
into the river and promoting the growth ol
algae?

MNr. RAM.NPSflN. I questioned Colone
onlvespecially in regard to the, estab

lishmient of the sewverage works, and askai
whether in his opinion they were responsi
hle far the growth of algae. He replied thai
there was no evidence to prove it. It is be
lieved., and T think it has been proved, tha
algae grow in any stream where the watei
is shallow and comparatively stagnant.

Mr. r~atbami: And niot over-salt. Sal
water kills algae.

Mr. SAMPSON: The land being re,
claimed and the shore squared up will men:
that the volume of water will increase, an(
thus. T think, there will be brought about I
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remedy for the trouble. I am strongly of
opinion that this is not a matter for which
the whole of the people should be respon-
sible. As the work proceeds, the unim-
proved value of the land adjacent to
the reclaimed area will increase largely in
value. I do not agree with the suggestion
that the cost of this work should be bornc
by tbe people generally. Certainly the bulk
of it should be borne by the local authori-
ties, who will undoubtedly benefit by the
work since the increased value of the re-
claimed land will mean largely increased
revenue from rates. The amount the Perth
City Council proposes to provide as its
share of the work is ridiculously low. The
council should accept responsibility to a far
greater degree and so, too, should other
local authorities- that will stand to benefit
by the work. It is generally admitted that
although the smell from the agae is very
offensive, it is not unhealthy.

The Premier: 'Would you care to have
in your back yard a distinctly unpleasant
smell, so long as it wvas not unhealthy.

Mr. SA"MNPSON: I am not advocating
.the retention of the algae.

The Premier: -[uch of the blame for the
trouble should rest with the Governmeut
responsible for putting in the septic tanks.

Mr. SAMPSON: It has never been
proved that the trouble is due to the septic
tanks. Colonel Longley definitely stated
that th~ere was no evidence to prove that
the septic tanks were responsible for the
algae.

Mr. Griffiths: It is extraordinary how
the algae has increased since the septic tanks
were established.

Mr. SAMPSON: Before I blame the sep-
tic tanks I shall want a great deal more
evidence than T have had up to the present
I am sorry that no provision is made in tho2
scheme for another bridge over the Swan
River. At present it is impossible to cross
the river by any bridge other than the
Causeway, except a wide detour be made to
either Canning Bridge or Ouildford. The
need for additional bridges over the Swan is
very great. I will support the Bill, for it
will make of the foreshore a thing of beauty.
Still, a bridge would go further, in that it
would provide an urgently needed service
that would be of great convenience to the
people.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON twilliams-Nar-
Login) [4.6]: 1 do not object to the Bill
so far as it set. out a definite plan of iia-
provement for the Swan River foreshore.
Many year. ago even Perch water was quite
free from algae. There can be no doubt
that the river is being entirely spoiled by
the filter beds. Ever since they were
erected at BUrswood this objectionable
smell along the foreshore has been increas-
ing, and to-day. instead of South Perth and
oither riverside suburbs being- the most de-
sirable residenitial localities around Perth,
they are being spoiled by the intolerable
smell of decayingl algae. The time will come
when the filter bends will have to be removed
fromi the river altogether. It is a shocking
monument to past engineering, this mistake
of dumpingt the whole of the sewage of the
metropolitan area at a point where it has
to go right through the congested city and
suburban population to reach the sea. There
is no worse point in the metropolitan area
than Burswood for the dumping of sewage,
for there is but little tide at that point and
the sewage, to reach the sea, has to find its
way right through the riverside population.

Hon. NV. C. Angwin: A lot of it comes
from the Claisebrook drain.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The Claisebrouk
drain was never very had. It is the filter
beds that are responsible for this objection-
able smell along the river. If ever one
has the misfortune to be -near a septic tank
that is out of order, one notices the same
disgusting smell that has been increasingly
permeating the river banks since first the
filter lbedq were installed at Burswood.
Whilst the Bill sets forth a very nice scheme
for the gradual improvement of the fore-
shore, it is remarkable that the Minister for
Works should have given us no estimate
of the ultimate cost of the work. Although
it is to be spread over a number of years,
it would have been more in accordance wit~i
the Minister's usual thoroughness if he had
told us the estimated cost.

The Premier: Any expenditure will have
to be authorised on the Estimates each year.

Mrx. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is why we
can approve of the Bill very readily.

The Premier: The Bill commits us to
notbin.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is so. At
the same time the 'Minister told us that the
City Council -were to contrib-ute £500 per
annum for five years and £1,000 per annum
for the next succeeding seven years towards
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the ultimate cost of the work. Whether that
is a fair proportion, depends entirely upon
how much is being spent. A rich city like
Perth, about to derive great benefit from the
work, probably should have been asked to
pay a much larger amount. It appears to
wec the city's contribution is inadequate; bnt
of course we cannot form a definite opinion
of that because we have no estimate of the
work.

The Premier: They could claimi that they
arc not responsible for any part of it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Hut it is a work
of very great importance to the ratepayers,
anti cerlainly the City Council and other
local authorities should contribute freely to-
wards it. I do not know how much the
Minister proposes to spend on the work this
year, but there is only £1l5,000 on the Esti-
mates for river improvements; so it cannot
be very much, because, of course, there are
other specified works to share in that £15,-
000. 1 am pleased to support the second
reading of the Bill, for the contemplated
scheme is a very good one. At the same time
mone) in Western Australia is required
first, second and all the time for helping the
primary industries and for reproductive
works in country districts. I urge the Gov-
ernment not to embark on any large expendi-
ture on this scheme while the finances are in
their present state. It is far better for the
metropolitan arga. and for everybody in
Western Australia that the generous assist-
ance the Government are giving to primary
industries should ha. continued. I approve of
the Minister's action in brinneing down the
Bill find formulating a definite scheme for
the improvement of the river foreshore.

MR. GRIFITHS (Avon)1 [4.14]:- It is
now 20 years since first I read a report for
the improvement of the river foreshore, the
making of deep channels and the converting
of evil smelling flats into things of beauty
and joys for ever, I was rather struck with
the enterprise of the Miinister for Works in
having plans prepared and a start made
on the present contemplated big scheme of
improvement. Last Saturday I drove to
Afaida Vale. It is some time since I passed
alon r the south side of the river to 'Vietoria
Park. I was astonished to see the number of
new buildings that havegoeu inpas

that used to be open paddocks reaching to
the water's edge. Knowing what Victoria
Park was like I wondered what sort of a

time the residents there must have from mos-
quitoes on hot nights.

Mr. Clydesdale. That is mosquito alley.
Mr. GRIFFITHS. It is well named. No

doubt the works that arc proposed will as,-
sist in making the lot of those people more
comfortable. Recently I received a booklet
from thle Eastern States dealing with mos-
quitocs as carriers of malaria. This showed
chat the malaria-carrying mosquito was found
in small quantities in certain parts of Vie-
toria. I wonder how we would get on if those
mosquitoes made their appearance here. I
can only hope that this climate does not suit
them. I commend the Minister for bringing
forward the Bill. I can do this without hurL-
ing the feelings of my own people who may
be looking for something to be done for
themn. The Bill authorises the commencement
ot a definite scheme that will be gone on with
from year to year. I can well recall what
the river was like where the Esplanade has
nowv been constructed- When one takes visi-
tors to the Esplanade and points out to them
what the foreshore was like many years ago,
wvith the water lapping close to the confines
of the city, they are astonished at what has
been done. This illustrates what may be
achieved in Victoria Park when the present
unsightly flats are done away with and with
them, we hope, the inosquitous. If this work
can be accomplished it will be of benefit, not
only from the health point of view, but will
be a great asset to Perth and the people of
Victoria Park.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [4.17]: 1 am
grateful to the Minister for the keen
interest he has taken in this matter, and
for deciding definitely to start a work that
has been wanted for :30 years. This is muore
than a work for the people of the metro-
politan area; it is a national work. The
State would need to he very poor to neglect
such an asset and allow it to deteriorate in
the way the Swan River has been deteri-
orating in the past 10 or 12 years. I have
seen most of the principal rivers in Aus-
tralia. From the point of view of sport
the Swan River is superior to any of them.

M-r. Marshall: It is better than the
Yarra,

Mr. HUGHES: I do not blame the hon.
member for being loyal to his native spot.
There is no current in the Swan River and
it is free from sharks. There are extensive
reaches of sandy beaches where children can
play, and shallows in which they can bathe
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over a width of half a mile without getting
out of their depth- This does not apply to
other Australian rivers. One cannot swim
in the Brisbane river, for if one ventures
out a few feet one is in danger of being
taken by a shark. The current runs at
three or four miles anr hour, which is detri-
mental to the holding of sporting events.
Although it is a beautiful river, especially
in the upper reaches, it is of no use for
sport. This applies more or less to the
Parrnnmsttta. The Torrens and the Yarra
are almost useless from the sporting point
of view. One could swim in any part of
the Swan River before the algae nuisance
broke out, To-day if a swimmer gets a
mouthful of the water he is apt to feel ill.
Some ten years ago one could swallow
copious quantities of it without any sick
feeling.

Mr. Sampson: That was never a popular
pastime.

Mr. HUGHES: On the last occasion
when I tasted the river I found it so hor-
rible I thought I must have been drinking
alcohol.

Mr. Davy: You suggest that the Swan
River is somethingr like Swan beer?

Mr. HUGHES: From the effect that it
had upon me 1 should imagine it to he
something, like that. People who have not
seen the upp~er reaches of the Swan do not
realise what a bad condition they are in.
1 was living on the river, and a friend of
mine was standing on the verandah when a
cloud of mosquitoes went by. He remarked,
"There is no doubt you have some fine duck
shooting about here." When the winter
rains come down a considerable extent of
low-lying ground is covered with a few
inches of water. The mosquitoes breed
there. Although the City Council have for
some years used kerosene extensively on this
water, in order to destroy the young mos-
quitoes, they have never been able to do
more than keep the nuisance in check.
It was suggested that the council should
contribute to the cost of reclamation work.
No doubt as the scheme develops they will
be saved part of their present expenditure.
I thiink they spend in Perth about £700 a
year, the hulk of which is devoted to the
vicinity of the Causeway.

The Minister for Lands: The Govern-
ment used to spend a lot of money on that.

Mr. HUGHES: Up to last year the
council spent about £700. They are still
spending something, and one or two men

are cozmtantlv engaged in using kerosene
and digging trenches to allow the water to
get away. It may be four or five years
before they are afforded any relief from
that expenditure. Although the city fathers
do not admit it, I believe there will be a
material improvement in land values adja-
cent to the reclamation, and that this will
mean increased rates. The arrangement
that is made allows for a revision. I am
sure the council are so keen on beautifying
the river and safeguarding the health of
the community that when the time comes to
review the undertaking they will do some-
thing more than they are now doing. The
question raised by the member for Roe-
bourne ('Mr. Teersdale) is a sound one.
Whatever influence I have will go towards
preventing anyone from taking rights over
the foreshore. At least two (hains of front-
age to the river should be reserved for pub-
lie use. If people want to play cricket or
tennis there are other spots available for
them. One could- not object so much if the
ground were to he kept open as it is at the
foot of Hill-street, where the boys of the
Christian Brothers' College play cricket.
The ground there is quite open to the pub-
lie. I would' object, however, to small clubs
being able to alienate portion of the reserve,
and I will always oppose anything of the
kind.* The most important feature of the
scheme is the health of the community, as
well as giving the people affected decent
living conditions. The mosquito has been
a nuisance for many' years. On summer
evenings the residents along the river are
greatly annoyed by this pest. Mosquitoes
that the filter beds are not responsible for
some forms of disease breaking out. This
work will no doubt largely eliminate the
pest, bat I do not say it will eradicate it.
The member for Swan (M3r. Sampson) says
that the filter beds are not responsible for
the algae. Tn Colonel Longley's report he
sets out the amount of nitrogenous matter
that runs into the river from the filter beds.
He also says that although this may not be
responsible for the algae it develops it to
a large extent.

Mr. North: Of course it does.

IMr. HUGHES: People know that the
algae nuisance is 300 times worse now than
it was when the filter beds were established.
We have always deplored the erection of
filter beds so close to our beautiful river.
In years to come when the eastern forshore
is transformed into an esplanade for the
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people of Victoria Park they will still be
faced with the unsightliness of the filter
beds. It may be that in 20 or 30
years' time, such an esplanade will be
there, and then the presence of this eyeso e
will be felt. Victoria Park has become al-
most a little city owing to its remarkable
growth during the last few years. I am
confident that sufficient presslare will ibe
brought to bear on some Government in the
future to have the filter beds removed alto-
gether.

The Minister for Works: There is no
doubt about it; the filter beds have got to
go.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course. On a hot
day when the wind is blowing from the
filter beds an awful odour is distributed.
through the whole district.

The Minister for Lands: If the filter beds
are shifted, will that remove the nuisance?

Mr. HUGHES: No, not altogether.
The Minister for Lands: Well, we can-

not provide money for both.
Mir. HUGHES: But .1 mentiohied that

the beds will have to go in 20 or 30 years'
time. 1 am confident that those who are
governingr the country in those days will
realise that the filter beds will have to be
taken elsewhere. Tfhe smell from the filter
beds is a real menace. It is not a thing
that requires imagination. That stench it;
not confined to the areas around the edge
of the river, hut it extends well across the
railway line. I admit that the smell does
not altogether come from the filter beds but
also from the algae that decays along the
foreshore. One pleasant feature about the
scheme is that we will not have to 'wait
many years before improvements will be
noticed, As the worst part will be tackled
first, within two or three years the channel
will be deepened and an adequate get-away
for the stagnant -water around Harrison
Island will afford reh~ef to many people
immediatel-y. Those henefits. will gradually
increase. After five or six years the work
will have proceeded sufficiently to prfovidef.
an adequate get-away for the water and that
wvill considerably relieve the higher portions
of the river even before the improvemenit
scheme reaches those parts. With respect to
the owners of land along the foreshore, I
have spoken to a number of them and th.s
general opinion seems to be that no loss
will he experienced in respect of any land
that might be taken from them for reclama-

Lion purposes because of the enhanced valuc
that would accrue to the remaining portior:

of their properties. There is no doubt that
much of the land that will be reclaimed
is useless and valueless to-day.

Mr. Clydesdale: You try to boy some ol
it!

Mr. HUGHES: WVe know that in all and
instances, one or two persons are prepar-c
to put their personal adivantage above tha!
of the general public. There are always
a few who arc willing to take advantage ol
such a scheme in order to get unreasonabli
prices for their property. Hence the fleces
sity for a Bill of this description. The fac;
remains, however, that to-day a lot of thi
land I refer* to is practically valueless.

Mr. Clydesdale: The compensation boari
would not say so.

Mr. HUG3HES: That is so. I do no
ag-ree with the values placed upon suci
land by the compensation board. For
considerable portion of the year much o2
the land is under water and at all time- i-
is marshy and. boggy. People have asker
ridiculous prices for that land.

Member: It is highway robbery.
Mr. HUGHES: That is so. It is neces

sary that the Minister shall have power tc
see that these peo pie get a fair deal, and a
the samne time to ensure that the State get:
a fair deal as well. It is wrong, when i
State caries out a national undertaking fo:
the benefit of the people generally, that son'
few individuals, because they own land tha
is useless at the present time, are able 14
secure the unearned increment arising fron
that national undertaking, in the enhane(
Ivlues given to the properties. It is funds
mentally wrong and. it should not be al
lowed. I consider they will get a fair valIn'
for the land that is taken from thorn. Ti
conclusion, I wish to convey to the M1iniste
the appreciation of the people living aloni
the river, and particularly the residents o
East Perth, who have waited long for a
reclamation scheme such as that covered k-
the Bill. The-y no-w see something tangibic
so that they may look forward to the fuitur
with pleasurrable anticipation. In 10 years
time that part of East Perth where you
Mr. Speaker, live, will be the finest resi
dential s'itc close to the city' . I 'hope th
Bill Will go Otough in its Present fora
because it would be. a tragedy if, after th
scheme has been laid out and put nt,
operation, owing to a legal technicality sorn
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individual got an undue advantage through
the disposal of land. The Bill is absolutely
necessary for the scheme.

MR. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [4.38]: 1
coug-ratulate the Minister for Works on ad-
vanting a practical scheme having for its
ohieet the improvement of tire Swvan River
fo~eshore. For some years there has been a
eonsiderable difference of opinion as to
whether tile se, tic tanks on Burswood Island
have leen entirely responsible for the growth
of algae. When Colonel Longrley was here he
had many samples taken and it was proved
that at least half a mile from the septic
tanks. algae was growing just as profusely as
on the western side of the tanks. I do not
say that the effluent from the tank is not a
feeder for the algae. It is not altogether the
man source of annoyance, nor is it the only
meatts by which algae is encouraged in its
u-nwth. We have the Claisebrook drain and

thenr we have the manure that is washed
from the various roads through the storm
wva~cr drainis into the river. Each of those
drains also acts as a feeder. One part of
the scheme that apj eals to mse is that we
sha!l have a channel to a depth of Sft. which
will enable the scouring process lo be carried
out. In winter it will be scoured thoroughly
and in addition this will have its ef-
fect on the waters outside the area of the
dea in itself, while in summer as well it will
assist in the draining. This will help to kill
the ailgae. I believe that the septic tanks will
have to be taken away before long. I was
there a couple of hours ago and the stench
was enough to knock one dowvn. However,
such a scheme as that outlined in the Bill is
necessary, whatever is done regarding the
septic tanks. I congratulate the City'
Council upon the spirit in which they
met members who waited upon them to
discuss this question. First of all they told
us that they did not consider they were liable
for ariv amount wvhatever. As public-spirited
inen, however, they were prepared to contri-
bute £.500 a year for the first five years and
£C1,000 for the next seven years. No doubt
that contribution will go a long way towards
helping the Mfinister to continue the scheme.
'When it is finished we will have about
100 aicres of recreation reserve and about
a mile and a half of one ohf tomehost
water channels in Western Australia. It will
he one of the finest stretches for rowing races
that will be found in any part of the Com-

anionweaith. One detrimental feature of the
river relates to public patronage. That par-
ticularly affects a sport like rowing. The p20 -
pie can see the sport without paying for it.
If an interstate race is rowed here, we find
people watching the race from the Mount,
from different points along the foreshore and
from other places of vantage, but very few
pounds are subscribed by the public in aid of
the sport. The member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) said he hoped no charge would be
miade in respect of sports held on the re-
creation grounds to he Providcd under the
scheme.

Mr. Hughes: Not to any enclosure.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: On the other band,

I would like the Mtinister to reserve to him-
.'elf power to authorise charges to be made
ifew times a year when events suich as the

Interstate rowing races are held here. All
cars entering the Causeway could contribute
slitiitly towards the fund and that would
heli the rowing association and other bodies
conducting sporting events at great expense
to themnselves. For instance, our local row-
ing association have to raise between £1,200
and £1,400 in order to send a crew to Queens-
land. They have to beg that money from
the people and when events are rowed here,
the people who derive pleasure and advent-
ase from the sport do not contribute at all.
1. throw out that suggestion to the Minister.
I do not wish to be misunderstood. I do not
want anyone to come in and make money out
ofI the sports on these grounds.

Ali. Hughes: Now and again they make
charges in the Eastern States .

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The conditions here
will afford opportunities that do not occur in
thre Eastern States.

Mr. Teesdale: What about unsightly build-
jogs along the foreshore?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: It was suggested
whgen we waited on the City Council that tem-
p-orary, factory sites should be provided on
the foreshore so that some revenue might be
raised towards meeting the interest charges.
Once such factories are erected they will re-
main an eyesore. I maintain we should not
allow a factory of any description to be
placed along the foreshore.

Mr. Teesdale: It will not be long before
von will have to shift those hram sheds.

MNr. CLYDESDALE: We will have to
sh ift a few trnmrails before we can do that.
If the Minister can find sufficient money, we
will make that portion of Perth immediately
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affected a thing of even greater beauty. We
shall make the Causeway something similar
to Prince's Bridge in Melbourne. it can be
made even more beautiful. 1 am always
boasting of the beauty of Perth. It is the
finest city in the Commonwealth and certainly
it is the most beautiful. It would be bard to
convince me that it is not. If sufficient money
can be found to curry out all the se
improvements, the time is not far dis-
tant when, instead of our people going
to the Eastern States for a holiday, we
may induce people of the Eastern States
to come to Perth. Sufficient advertising
is not done in the Eastern States to ?nae
known the beauties of Western Ausfralia.
These are means whereby we can do that.
We cannot permit the algae to increase and
extend down the river as it is doing at pre-
seat. Under this scheme, thank goodness,
we shall be able to shift alt the algae from
the Perth end of the river and put it into
Freman~e.

The Minister for Lands: There will be
continual improvement.

Air. CLYDESI)ALE: If we can get rid
of it, we shall be satisfied, 1 congratulate
the ltlinister for Works onl having taken this
hold step. When we waited upon the Pre-
mier, hd told uts there was no money avail-
able. Our retort was ttat throughout the
next 10 or 20 years there would be the same
cry of no money available, and we then got
him to agree that some expenditure in the
mnetropolitan area -was justified.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [4.46]: 1 wish
to be a contributor to the shower of con-
gratulations; to the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Justice: There will not
be a "but"' amongst them, will there?

11r. DAVY: I agree with the principle
of the Bill, but there are one or two criti-
cisms I wish to offer for the consideration
of the Minister. The clauses by which it is
proposed to limit the compensation that can
be obtained to a lower measure than is pro-
vided uinder the Public Works Act are un-
necessary andi undesirable. I am not one of
those who believe that individuals should be
unnecessarily sacrificed for the good of the
community. If the community want any-
thing- for their own good, the individual
from whomn it is to he taken should be ade-
quately corny casted. Under our Public,
Works Act an individual gets less compensa-
tion than is paid in other parts of the world
when land is resumed. It may happen under

our Act that a man loses seriously in conse-
quenue of a resumption and cannot obtain
comp~ensationi for the whole of his loss. I
could quote numbers of instances within
my own experienee where it was common
ground that a man could not be compen-
sated for much of his loss. Section 63 of
the Public Works Act defines clearly just
what matters should be taken into account
by the court in fixing the compensation.
That section begins-

In determining thle amount of compensation
(if any) to be awarded for land takent, regard
shall he had solely to the following matters:-
(at) The prohable and reasonable price at
which such land] with any improvciiients there-
on, or the estate or interest of the claimant
therein, nmight have been expected to sell at the
date the land was taken, without regard to any
increased value occasioned by the proposed
public work.

We cannot go less far than that. in Syd-
ney, where large areas of land have recently
been resumed in the heart of the city, the
owners got coml ensation based not on the
market value of the land, but on the valne
of the land to thle owners, so that all sorts
of questions of loss of goodwill, disturbance
of business, etc, came into account.

Mr. Clydesd ale: That should not apply
here.

Mr. DAVY: No. I am satisfied that the
law should remain as at present, but we
cannot reasonably do less than the present
laiv provides. Thie section is very fair. in
addition the owner may recover-

(b) The (]a.mage, if any, sustained by the
claimant by reason of the severance of such
land from the other adjoining lanid of such
claimant or by reason of such other lands
being injuriously affected by thle taking.
so the owner gets the p-rice for which he
could have sold his land in the market and
also any damage caused by the resunlltion
to the land that is left. We cannot take a
man's land and give hiin less than is pro-
vided in Section 63. There are two other
matters that might be taken into consid era-
tion under Sectiion 63. Tfhe court may
award such amount as it deems proper, not
exceeding 1.0 per cent, for the compulsory
taking, a kind of solatium, bat there is no
obligation to do it. If there were an obliga-
Lion, what meatter9 If a man's land, is taken
for the good of thle p)ublic, it might reason-
shiv be sail] we should he on the sate side
and give him the extra '10 per cent. It does
not amnount to ranch.

Yr. Samps.on: Those whose land is not
taken benefit most of all.
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Mr. DAVY: As the member for Swan
reminds me, under such a scheme, a man
whose land is not taken benefits greatly. A
piece of land might he taken to carry out
reclamation -,ork1 and the onenr might
actually profit from it awing to the enhanced
value given to the land remaining to him.
That sort of thing is always likely to hap-
pen. Tf we are going to endeavour to estab-
lish the principle that a man shall never
reap any enhancement of value earned for
him by the community as a whole, we must
tackle it on a broader basis than is provided
for in this measure. So far no attempt has
been made to deprive a man of the unearned
increment, except what hle pays by way of
land values taxation.

The M11inister for Lands: I do not think
Parliament will approve of a large sum of
money for compensation for land.

Air. JYAVY: I should not think a large
sum would he neesary. The member for
East Perth (MVr. Hughes) has informed us
that this land is worth nothing and that the
owners could not get anything for it. If
that is so, there will not be need for a large
sum for compensation,

The Minister for Justice: But when the
Government want land, owners put a big
price on it.

The Minister for Lands: And the court
generally awards up to what is laid down
in the Public Works Act.

'Mr. DAVY- No;I the Court is pretty
fair.

Mr. Clydesdale: The court allowed £25-
per acre for stuff alongside the Bunbury
bridge that is now under water.

Mr. DAVY: I cannot argue a specific
*case, but perhaps the court -was misiv-'
formed.

Mr. Clydesdale: All the evidence was putr
before the court.

Mr. DAVY: The case may have becn
badly conducted. Even if the court has
made excessive awards, that is no reason
why we should. alter the principle. Surely
we shall not argue that onr courts are in-
competent. The principles are laid down
in the Act and the question of compensation
is decided in proper legal formn. Claims are
made, answers given, evidence called on both
sides, and the award issued.

Mr. Clydesdale: The court will not award
anything less than £C25 per acre.

Mr. DAVY: If that is so, I suggest that
the land is probably worth it;, that is, if '
can be sold for that amount.

The Minister for Justice: OhlI
Mr. DAVY: My expet-ence of the courts

is that they are very competent, and it is
not necessary to say that they are in the
highest degree bonoura ble. They work out
the sum put before them, and those are
the principles on which they are allowed
to award eompensations. If they take into
consideration any other f actor, the aid of
the Supreme Court can be invoked to pre-
vent them. It would be in the highest
degree wrong, in this or in any other case,
if we reduced the principles. upon which
compensation for land taken from a man
for th e good of the community is assessed.
I see no reason in the world why a man
should receive less for his land if it be taken
for the good of the whole community than
if it he taken for the good. of a section of
the community or an individual. If the
whole of the community ask an individual
to hand over something for their benefit,
they should be prep areri to pay the full
value for it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister fr-
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause J-agreed to.

Clause 2-Authority to reclaim land an']
improve channel and- to construct roads:

Hona. Sir JA3NIES ITCHELL: Where
is the plan to which reference is mnadc?

'11w Mliister for Works: On the Table
of thle House.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister asks power to construct and maintain
two roads, each of not less than one chain.
wide along the river front. Why is it nece.3-
sary for him to maintain themI Should
not the local authority do that? I suppose
the road will he under the control of the
local authority.

The IENISTER FOR WORKS: The
land resumed will become the property a!
the Crown. The road on the water front
beyond the Supreme Couft is maintained
hy the Government. I think it would be
fair for the City Council to undertake The
upkeep of the road. but power should be
g-iveni so that the Minister may negotiate
with the City Council to take over the road.
Provision is made for that power later on
in the Bill.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It will be years
before that cail happen.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
be niny years before thie roads are
constructed. We do not wvant to tic our-
s5elves too hard and fas.t as to where a
road is to be, because it is often found de-
.sirable to make an alteration. I hope to
have all those unsightly hoatsheds at the
foot of Williami-street moved to a position
adjacent to tlie Causeway, so that the river
gateway to the city may be6 improved. I
think the best place for the hoatsheds woicdd
be behind thle Ozone Hotel where they wou'd
be out of sight.

Hlon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not think
they interfere.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Driv-e
down Williau-stret and the view of at nice
expanse of water is blocked by unsightly
sheds, dilapidated and propped up by a stick
or two.

Mr. Thomson: You mean the old Swan
River Shipping Company's sheds!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
I do not want the exact location of the road
to be definitely determined at this stage; it
should be determined in, the light of de-
velopments that may occur in the next five
or six years.

Hon%. Sir JAMES ;MITCHELL:. I do not
agree with the Minister that some of the boat
sheds are unsightly.

11r. Teesdale: The Minister surely re-
ferred to the Swan River Shipping Cumn-

pany's sheds.
Hon. Sir JAIMS ITCHELL: I thought

lie mneant the rowing- club sheds
The Minister for Works: No, the Swan

River Shipping Company's sheds, and the
other dilapidated buildings about there.

The Minister for Lands: And White City.
The Minister for Works: L~et us clean out

the whole lot of them.
Hlon. Sir JAMES 2lITCHELL: Will the

Minister run thle road along the river bank
right through White City?

Mr. Teesdale: He will run a carriage drh a
into White City.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTITCHELL: So long
as it is not intended to take any part of
the recreation ground, I shall be satisfied.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Procedure for taking land:

DIAVY : I wove an am endinent-
That Satbelause (2) be struck out.

I1 cannot add anything to what 1 said a few
moments ago.

The MIISE 10 WORKS: This i-
really the crux of the Bill, It is the inten-
tion to pay for all the land taken above
high water mark. The hon. member is
afraid that certain land will be taken and
not paid for; we propose to pay for every-
thing, we take above high water mnark.

Mr. Davy: Why not leatve it to be settled
under the Public Works Actl

'rho MiNNISTER FOR WORKS: The
lad Ihod proposed in the Bill will be much
clearer. There are certain questious in that
Act that we have no desire to risk in eon-
nection with this. Let me indicate what hsa
happened. Since this proposal was first
b rought before the City Council, a paragraph
appeared in the paper stating that the mem-
hers for East Perth and Canning and myself
bed an tterview with the City Council. The
owner of a certain block of land of 30 acres
Iut chat block uinder offer to the Government

iOr £750. The owner described it as having
goodl soil. In all likelihood, as soon as a
channel was opened up thie land would be
flooded and washed down the river. Since
the introduction of the Bill the offer has been
wvi ihd rawn. I h ave no doubt th at the idea of
the owner is that he wsill be able to get more
mroney. I also wish to point out the difficulty
that will exist in connection with resumption
because of thle difference in the titles.

'Mr. Davy: That affects Clause 6; I am at-
tacking the question of cutting, down the
ri,'Tht of compensation given under the Pub-
lic Works Act. Clause 6 defines just how
rniuch land a man owns.

The 1NIS'fER FOR WORKS: The
mnain point is the injurious effect on the land
that is likely to follow on the construction of
works under this Bill. Payment will be made
fror whatever damage is done as the result of
operations on the river front. Owners of pro-
perty will have improved work carried out
in thle front of their property and that will
amount to payment in kind. We do not want
to be called upon to pay for any damage that
an owner may say he has suffered by his be-
ing cut off from the river. Compensation
May he sought, whereas the work carried out
by the Government may improve the value of
thc roperty. In a 'work like this we want to
be on the safe side, and where there is a
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2;OItbL we want that doubt to be on the side
)f the Government.

Mr. Davy: Why?
The MIINISTERl FOR WORKS: The

State is to undertake the job and there is no
doubt that whatever is done will materially
imp rove the property in the vicinity. If what
is commonly known as a "dead nark" comes
along and lodges a claim amrainst, the Gov-
ernment, with a view to getting damages we
want the State protected.

lon. Sir James -Mitchell: But you cannot
lay, violent hands on a man's property with-
out compensating him.

'rhe 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is the
fnll intention to pay for everything taken
above high water mark.

M.Nr., Davy: What if a man. has a titlef
The MIlNISTER FOR WOIRKS: There is

grave difficulty about the titles.
Mr. Davy: You are probably right in

clearing- that up.
The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Where

there is any doubt, we should have the bene-
fit of it. As so much is going to be done to
improve the foreshore, if any inconvenience
-it cannot be called damage-is caused by
severance from the river, that inconvenience
wvill be fully' recompensed by the work car-
ried out.

Mr. DAVY: I wish to emphasise that un-
der the existing Act all that a man can get
for severance is compensation for the dam-
nt~e he suffers. The individual has to prove
that he hats suffered damage. The Minister
pro oses. that even if the individual is able
to prove damage, he is not to get anything.

The Minister for Works; What damage
can you imagine?

M r. DAVY: I am not in a position to
discuss that; I do not know the waterfront,
and therefore cannot say what might happen.
But if there is not any damnage done, why
exclude it? It is no use telling me thnt the
couirts in the past hauce sometimes awarded
more than a man should g-et. All we are con-
eryned about is laying dlown principles upon
which the court. s;hall act, and in the Public
Works Act we have the most unfavourable
statute I know of from the point of view of
tin peso whose land is taken, and I cannot
agree to make it still wore unfavourable. If
the State wants to take something from a
unit, the State should ernupletely complensate
the individual. If the Minister wants the in-
dlividual to he sacrific1 ruthlesly-

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. DAVY: The 'Minister should not de-
sire one person to be hurt in order that the
many may save a few paltry pounds.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the. following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

M r. Angelo
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. GOiffts
Mr. Latham

Mr. Lindsay
M r. Maley

AVtS.

Noics.
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Obesson
M r. Clydesdae
Mr. Collier
Mttr. Coverley
Mr. Cunningkinm

Mr. Heron
Mr. Hlughes
*Mr. E. B. Johnston
M r. Kennedy
Mr. Lamond

13
22

Sir Jamne. Mituhell
Mr. North
Mr, Sampson
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. P. Wnnsbroughi
Mr. Richardson

.(Teller.)I

Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallumn
Ar. Muncie
Mr. Fenton
Mr. Sleemirt
M r. Teesdale
Mir. Troy
Mr. A. 5Waosbrough
Mr. Wiliocel
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)

Amnendment thus nlegatived.'

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5-No allowance for enhanced
value due to works:

M1r. DAVY: This clause seems to me
quite unnecessary. The Act expressly states
that in fixing the compensation the court
shall have no regard to any increased value
occasioned by the proposed public work.

Air. TEESDALE: I desire to call atten-
tion to the generous nature of the clause.
One takes nothing more from a man because
of having given him a benefit.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 6-Lands deemed to be bounded
by high-water line:

Hlon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: This
clause represents confiscation. Under the
Fublic Works Act an owner cannot benefit
by reason of increased value resulting from
a public work.

The Minister for Lands: There is nothing
in front of thesec owners except a mosquito-
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infested at a. The Bill only takes away the
water from the owners of the land.

Hon. Sir JAMALES MITCHELL: If the
land is uinder water, it can have very little
value. That the Coimuittee should agree to
confiscation by the Minister is unthinkable.

The Minister for Works: What is the use
of talking about confiscation? This is done
under the Land Act.

Hion. Sir JAMIES M4ITCHELL: In some
cases the title goes to the muiddle of the river.
The clause would not be here if there were
not some purpose in it. The real reason for
bringing down the Bill is that the Minister
may have these extraordinary powers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
the titles to the properties along this spot
examined, and here are the descriptions
given in some of the titles: Tfhe right hank
of Swan River, about so many chains; Swan
River eastern boundary; bank Swan River;
boundary of Swan River; hounded by river
shore; bank of the Swan River shore;
hounded by the south shore of Perth Water.
How could those descriptions possibly be
determined ? The only fair way is to ask
the Surveyor General to take the boundary,
asi'6 does uinder the Land Act, at the high-
water mark.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Those are only
some of the titles.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Con-
sider the crop of litigation likely to arise
out of such titles. A similar clause to this
was enacted in order to deal with titles at
Freshwater Bay. In any case, the water is
owned by the people, and not by individuals.

Mr. Davy: A man might have acquired
the right to part of the bed of a river by
Crown grant.

The MINISTER, FOR WORKS: A great
deal of this land has been subdivided, and
the top portions !have been sold, whilst, as
regards the portions in the marshy area,
many of the owners have not bean heard of
for a long time. Under the clause justice
will be done to everyone and all property
taken wrill be paid for.

Mr. ANGELO: I suppose the Minister
knows that high-water mark at spring tide
is not the highest water mark in the river.
I have known the river to be at least a foot
higher after heavy rain in the country.
Possibly' the fact may affect the titles to
which the Minister refers.

Clause put and Passed.

Clause 7-High-water line:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clause puts forward an abritrary way of
determining the high-water line. The Mini-
ister will say, "Your land extends to this
point, and the rest is ours." Whatever the
Surveyor General says should go, but under
the clause it has to be approved by the Min-
ister for Works.

Clause put said passed.

Clauses 8 to fl-ageed to.

Title -agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BIIJL-OOTTESLOE RtEOTRIG
LIGHT AND POWER.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL-DRIED rRUITB,

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Thomson, read a first time.

BILL-LAND DWANAGE.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it did not insist on amendment No. 1 made
by the Council, but insisted on amendment
No. 3, and proposed a modification of
amendment No. 4, now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; 'Ron. J. Cunning-
hamn (Honorary Minister) in charge of the
Bill.

No. 3. Clause 31.-Delete al] words after
''to,'' in line one down to the end of the
clause and insert in lieu thereof the I ol-
lowing-''such numbyer of votes, in respect
of his qualification, to each of as many can di-
dates as are required to be elected, as he would
he entitled to at an election of members of a
road board under the Road Districts Act,
1919.''

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I move--
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4.-Clause 60, Subelause (2), insert a
paragraph to stand as paragraph (c) as fo].

los-'(e) Obtain from M~e Eagineer-i$&
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Chief a certificate that he is satisfied that the
proposed works will be of suffict capacity
to carry off all waters which are likely thea or
at any future time to flowr into such works from
the catehment area which will lie served there-
byv, and that proper and snifieient outlet to the
sea has been provided. "

The CHAIRMAN: The modification now
proposed by the Council reads as follows:-

No. 4.-Clause 60, Suhelause (2), insert a
paragraph to stand as paragraph (c), as fob-
Jaws:-''(c) Obtain fromn the Eagiacer-in-
Chief or officer deputed by him a certificate
that lie is satisfied that the proposed works
will be of sufficient capacity to carry off all
waters which may reasonably be expected bran
or at any future time to flow into such works
from the catchniens area which will be served
thereby, -and that a reasonably sufficient out-
let to the sea has been provided."

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: 1 mov-
That the modification be agreed to.
Hlon. Sir JAMES MITCHEL: These

two seem to be the same. At all events they
are sisters under their skins.

The Premier: The Colonel's lady and
Judy O'Grady.

Hon. Sir JAMES MI1TCHELL: Yes, there
is very little difference between them. I do
not know why the Honorary Minister ob-
jected to the other amendment.

Mr. Heron: It was your inflluence that
brought about the change.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
ie glad to think so. I am pleased that he
has accepted the alternative amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
modification agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-BILLS oF SALE ACT AMEND-
MlENT.

Councls Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

BILL,-COAL MINES REGULATION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 15th December.
HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-

tham) [6.45] : I regret we have not some
member sitting on this side of the House
who knows as much about coal mining as

the member for Cole (M1r. Wilson). We
arc all in the same boat as the Minister for
Mines in that respect, although he has the
advantage of the advice of experienced
officials. I understand that this Bill will
not interfere with the working hours and
conditions applying to the men at work,
and that these are an accepted custom in the
industry.

Mr. Wilson: That is so.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then

there is no reason why the Bill should pass
this session. It has far-reaching effects, and
ought to be submitted to a select committee1
because it interferes with the conduct of the
business of coal mining and with the man-
agetnent and the workers. We impose upon
all of these certain conditions, and insist
that there shall be certain contributions for
certain purposes. Before we do that the
owners and miners shonld he heard.

The M1inister for Mines: They have agreed
to it.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We do
not know that,

The Minister for Mines: You have my
Assurance that they hare. They arced at
a conference of all parties.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Surely
the Minister did not submit the Bill to them
before he broughbt it down here.

The Mfinister for Mines: No. Mr, Scal-
dan held the conference.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTITCHELL: Is this
Bill precisely that Bill?

The Minister for Mines: It is precisely
on the principle of the other.

lion. Sir JAMAES MITCHELL: I do not
think so. The M1inister must have been mis-
informed. This Bill does not alter the hours
of work, bitt it says that a man may not
manage any more than one mine. That is
an unwise provision. A man of experience
and standing can manage a mine, and over-
look the management of another with ad-
vantage to that mine and to those who work
in it. I do not know whyv it should he neces-
sary to legislate against the systemn that
now obtains. It was not made clear that
any great dmin age has been done by reason
of the present arrangement. The Minister
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire
into the --old mining industry. The Com-
missioner recommended that the mines should
be amalgamated. that one manager should
run two or three wines in order to save
overhead cosits.
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The Minister for Mines: Not one manager,
but one general managet.

lion. Sir JAMES ITCHELL: The gen-
oral manager may Jive in London or in
Pertlh. Bewiek, Moreing mianage many
mines. What is good for the goldfields,
however, does not appear to 1)e good for
the coalfields.

Mr, Wilson: That does not, follow.
Hon. Sir JAMES MLITCHELL: I know,

but thme Minister sayvs it is so. I should
have thought it was more diffliult to man-
age a gold mine than a coal mine, owing to
the greater depth and the greater amount
of mnachinery in connection with gold mining.
There is a big difference between 3,OO0ft. and
a. fe feet. Wyshould we say that a man
may manage only one coal mnine. Is this sag-

geated for the Iroteetion of time miners? One
could understand the House being~ asked to
nort'e to the chmangie if it meant less dang-er
for the miners and greater benefit to the
owners, but that is not contended. It is not to
muatter how great a man's experience may he
or hocw capable he miay be of handling men
l'airly and honestly, he must spenid five years
underground-I su ppose, working in the
mine-before he can become a mnanager.

Mr Chiesson: Re must have practical ex-
perience.

Ion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
niot sullicieni everyvwhere.

'Mr. Chesson: We must put theory into
practice.

lHon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why have
we a schuol of mines where men are speed-
shyl trained if we are to have merely prac-
tire and nothing ese?

Mr. Chesson: We want theory and prac-
lice.

Mr,. Panton: We canniot get practical ex-
1w~rience in the School of Mines.

lion. Sir JAMES MINFTCHELL: You can
ge~t something: more valuable there.

Mr. Pan ton: I doubt that.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I k-now
what is in the minds of mnembers They
think it is neressairy only to have practical
experience in the use of a rock drill, setting
off a charge of dynamite, wheeling stone,
using a pick, raising stone, or working in a
battery. That does not lead to the manage-
meat of men or the control of a mine. A man-
aiger has to dio something more than that
which is clone by the ordinary' miner. Satis-
factory' mnimng depends nt only upon the
manager but upon everyone who serves tinder

him. If everyone is not competent- to do the
work for which he is specially paid no mine
can be very successful. The Minister proposes
that 50 per cent, of the men working in a
coal mine shall he experienced miners.

Mr Cliesson: That is more necessary in
nal:1. mining than in any other mining.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The niat-
Ager is not the only inan who must have ex-
perience.

Mr. Lutey: How can he supervise unless
hie has had practical experience!

B~on. Sir JAM-NES MITCHELL: This law
will have to be interpreted before the courts
by qualified lawyers. We know very little
Aout the law.

Ar. Wilson: But we know something
ilotcoal getting.

Hecn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Neverthe-
k~,we are manufacturing laws.
21r. Wilson: We want good conditions for

ihIe wen, not law.
I-In. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: l am per-

1jcll v willing that this Bill should go, but if
We ,,inst make laws we must do the best we
can with them. We should not pass the
clause relating to nanagers and the neces-
sity tor aill this practical ex1 erience.

Mr. Lutey : It is niore essential in this
ese than in any othier class of mining.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHFELL: A man-
:iger would not he appointed uless he was
a practical man.

Mr. Lutev' : He should not be appointed
uless he had practical knowledge.

Honm. Sir JA MES MTITCHELL: Pro bably
not one man in a thousand who has been
working underground for 20 years would
make A capable manager.

Mr. Panton: That is what happens to-
dJay.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Such ex-
pierience is valiuable in connection with work
of tdis class, but it is not sufficient when it
comes to a question of controlling other peo-
ple. What is required in a manager is ability
to control men and to wvork a mine safely.

Mr. Chesson: Yes, but a man must know
[tow to secure the timbering, You do not get
that by theory;- you get it by practice.

Hon. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: Again, I
say that the nmnager has to be not only a
man who knows how to put in props hut how
to control men.

Mr. Oliesson: He must know by looking-
at a mine how to secure it.
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lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The bon.
memubur means that a manager should be the
beA man at putting- raps in a mine.

Mr. Pantont: He should be able to do it as
wall us the nest man.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
you cannot have a man with thie reatest ex-
perience of all in every branch.

MIfr. Latham: If you could, there would be
uto need for civil eng-ineers or mining en-
ginecrs.

Mr. Heron: Do you know much about
11unnrag?

Mlr. Chesson: The mnanager is responsible
for the safety of the mine and should know
by looking at it whether the mine is secured.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCUELL: Of course,
bunt it would not take him five years to learn
it. If a manager did not have somie know-
ledge, he would not secure his appointment.

Mr. Heron: That does, 'ot follow at all-
Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: You

could not have anything worse than a mine
controlled by one man in every detail witli-
out other mnen will] special training eon-
reined in the workings.

Mr. Lutey: Why' , we have known of an
instance where a manager sent Home an
order for a wsnze.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
of' an order sent by a Government depart-
ment for "one hole." Of course I do nol
know much about mining, but I do not know
that very many members of the House know,
much about coal mining except the mnember
for Collie (Mir. Wilson).

Mr. Wilson: The member for Cue (Mr.
Chesson) has worked in a coal wine.

Hon. S.,W. 'Munsie: And 1 have done a
bit, too.

Mr. Angelo: At all events, they are not
all "Colliers."y

.A1r. SPEAKER:- Order! The debate must
proceed.

lion. Sir JAMNES MITCHELL: At any
rate, very few members of this House know
aill about coal mining , and that is another
reason why the Bill should 1)e referred to a
select committee. It contains some import-
nt provisions, including, one for the creation

of a fund to support aged and infirm miners.
I do not know that anyone would object to
that, but the miners should know what the
fund is to be and what they will have to con-
tribute. I dare say it is a good thing, but
there iz no rean why we should pass such a
Bill in the dying hours of a session. Another

lprovisionl Say. that weiglibridges nmst be
tested. We spent days in passin the
Weights and Measures Act Amendment
Bill, and yet the next ltay we have this Bill
before uts with a special provision relating
to the control of weighbridges!l Right
through the Bill there are prvsin that
sho1uldI certainly be understood by the peo-
ll directly concerned, both owners and

w-or-kers, before it is allowed to become law.
Ihas been said that a former Minister for

Mines ap)proved of the Bill but wc have not
been told that he approved of lie Bill a.- it
Lz before uts. The alteration of a few words
makes a big difference. The delaying of the
Bill wvill not interfere with the hours of work
or~ with the eondilions on the muines because
% e have beenr told that those -et out in the
lRiii represent the conditions under which the
nen are working now. However, the Bill
nmy nmaterially alter 1he methods of control
of the coal mines, and "ilie I desire to see
provision made that will lie acceptable to all1
ictiiieriied, I do not think we, should lie ex-
pecte-d during the remaining 24 hours of the
session to agree to the Bill.

MR. WILSON (Collie) (6.5j: The Collie
mniners have been pironised amending legis-
lation for the past 1.0 or 15 years. Although
ite Governor's Speech indicated that a coal
mines regulation Bill would be introduced,
1 regret that it has come before Parliament
in the dying hours of the session. That is
not the fault of the miners. A conference
was held at Collie in July, 1922, having- been
eonvened by' Mr. Scaddan. It was opened
with much enthusiasm and a brass hand was
conspicuous by its liresellee. Representa.
lives of' the miners, the companies, and the
Mines Department attendled. The mniners
spent £100 in an endeavour to secure mining
lcsi.4;ation. The Bill has been on the stocks
ever since. It was promised for this session
and we thought that the Bill would have been
intronduced at a much earlier stage. However,
itL wi found that the Pill had not been pro-
liriy drafted, not by thne Minister buit by

thec o:v~ers employed to do that work. A
unioth ag-o it was found that the position was
s.c that the Minister decidedl to make an
ttempt to g-et the HBill through, and wired to

Colic inviting- representatives of the maine
owner, and of the miners' union to come to
Perth for the puirpose of a conference. For
tNu days %v( sat in conference and the results
of time deliberations are contained in the Bill.
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There were present representatives of the
coal mining companies, two representatives of
the Collie Miners' Union, Mr. Montgomery,
the State Mining Engineer, and the Inspector
of Mines. from Collie.

Mr. Thomson,. Did (hat conference ap-
prove of the elause-

Mr. WI1LSON: Every clause in the Bill
was unanimously approved by the conference
including the employers' representatives and
the representatives of the Mines Department.

Mr. Thomson: Did the employers agree to
the clause providing that a man most have
live years' experience underground 7

Air. WILSON: Yes, and every reasonable
man would agree to it too. A manager
should have full knowledge of all conditions
of mining before sittin g for his examination.
It is necessary for him to go down the mine
to the coal face and to get to know every part
of thp mine and every phase of the work, for
the manager is responsible for the safety of
the mine. After he has gained some experi-
ence, the prospective manager has to sit for
an examination. There are three classes of
examinations uinder coal mining legislation.
If the candidate sits for a second class cer-
tificate, that entitles him to a higher gradte
in the industry, hut he must have a first
class certificate before he can take charge of
a mine. It is useless for a manl who has ex-
perience in tilling the soil-I do not say this
offensively-to tall me or the Collie miners
what should be done in connection with coal
mining. I do not attempt In tell the farmers;
how they should put their super. in. I stick
to my own husiness.

The Minister for Mines: Like the cobbler
sticking to his last.

Mr. WILSON: I stick to coal mining
which I know from A to Z and have had ex-
perience of it in various parts of the world.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No one questions
that.

M~r. WILSON: I am here to put you right.
The Leader of the Opposition talked about
five years' experience! Why, 20 years' ex-
perience would not be too much, seeing that
men's lives are at stake. There is not only
danger in connection with the tunnelling;
there are gas and other deleterious matters
arising out of mining operations. A mine
manager must have full knowledge of all
these different phases. It is not enough for
him merely to pass some of the examinations
that are prescribed. A schoolboy could pas
an examination within six months and he

could deal with the technical articles within
a few weeks. That boy, however, should not
be permitted to manage a mine. There is
an old adage that says that what the Old
Country does is worth following. This pro-
vision for five years' experience has been
in every coal mines regulation Act known
throughout the world for the last 30) years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- I did not know
that.

Mr. WILSON: But I did.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then why did

you not tell us?
Air. WILSON: Ever since 1860 or there-

abouts that provision has been made. It
is in the present English Act and is in the
New South Wales Act. lit fact, I have be-
fore ate every coal mines regulation Act that
I know of in the world, Eand can point to the
provisions.

Hon. Sir Jnnmes Mitchell: Well, read them
to us.

Mr. WVILSON: I do not require to read
them; I understand what I am talking about.
Another question raised was why should one
man be required to control one mine. That
provision is only just and right. If we were
to allow one certificated man to manage a
dozen mines, what encouragement would
there be to the young student to pasb his ex-
aminations? He would know that he would
have no opportunity' during his lifetime to
manage a mline. In Collie every mine is
managed by a certificated manager and every
manager has an under-manager to assist
him. We are merely providing in the Bill
what is already in operation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Would the un-
derground manager he a certificated man,
tool

Mr. WILSON: He must have a second
class, certificate of competency.

Hon. Sir Jmnes Mitchell: Would he have
to work underground for five years 7

Mr. WII.SON: Yes, he MLust do that be-
fore ho can sit for his, examinations.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WILSON: Before tea I was dealing
with the question of certificated ma~nag-ers for
iics. The Leader of the Opposition said he

would prefer to see the Bill referred to a
scibet committee. I1 do not know whether
that would get us any further ahead in the
matter of coal mines legislation, because no
committee that could be appointed in this

2866



[17 DECEXHER, 1926.] 26

Hotuse or in this State could give better ser-
vice than the representatives at the conference
to which I have referred. That conference
was attended by the highest officials in the
Mines Deparlmient, an inspector of coal
mines, two certificated managers, and the
president and secretary of the Coal Miners'
Unioii, not forgetting myself. I do not know
that any committee could give better service
in the drafting of' a Bill. Now let me come to
the important matters contained in the Bill,
Although the measure consists of 24
clauses, 16 of them refer to deletions.
They are intended to strike out of the
existing Act various superfluous matters.
The Act embodies the provisions of the
Inspection of Machinery Act, but as we
have a separate statute for that, it
is not now necessary to include those pro-
visions. Onse of the most important clauses
of the Bill is that which proposoes to legalise
the seven hours hank to bank. It may be said
that this is treading on dangerous ground,
but in advocating its endorsement, I am tak-
ing a leaf out of thec book of Great Britain.
The seven hours has been a legal enactment
in Great Britain since July, 1919. The au)-
thorities there went further aud said that
if it was found that the introduction of the
seven hours was beneficial to the country,
the question Of six hours baA to bank would
he considered. That is in the British amend-
ing Act of 1919. The seven hours bank to
bank has heen in operation on the Collie
coalfields since the 6th July, 1910, and it
has proved favourable to the country and to
the workers. Practically afl the coal miners
of' Collie work on piecework, and that being
so, Iiey produce as much coal as possible.
When we realise that the output since. the
introduction of the seven hours bank to
bank has not decreased, but has increased,
it speaks well for that system. I remember
in my day 61/2 hours being worked in the
north of E~ngland.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : We do not
question the hours.

Mr. WILSO'N: I was referring to Ihe
question of legalising the seven hours hank
to banik. I have before me a signed agree-
ment, practically an award of the Court of
Arbitration, which gives the Collie coal-
miners seven hours bank to bank. Amongst
other things the agreement states--

In order to mnake labour underground more
congenial, the Federated Coal Companies of
W.A. do hereby agree to a seven hours bank

to banik for all underground workers in thi
Collie coalfields districts.

That has been in operation since 1919 an4
has proved successful. I 'wish to quote som(
figures to show bow the output has been af,
Leeted by the change frow eight to sever
hours. In 191S the tonnage output per mar
underground per year was 726 tons; in 191.c

i was 740 tons; in 1920, the first year it
which the seven hours hank to bank wa!
worked, it was 755 tons; in 1021 it 'wa!
698 tons and in 1922 it was 771 tons. Righ,
hours in 1918 produced 726 tons; sevei
hours in 1022 produced 771 tons per mat
for -,he year.

Alr. Teesdale, For roughly the same am
her of workers?

Mfr. WILSON:. I am quoting the outpu
per inan;, I can give the number of men
desired.

M r. Mann: What is the point?
Air. WILSON: Let me finish quoting thi

figures and then 1 will give the point. bi
192$ the tonnage output mas 771 tons pa
man, and in 1924 it was 814 tons, Mej
working seven hours bank to bank last yen
produced 814 tons per man; in 1918, workial
eight hours, the production was 726 tons pe:
mani. Thus, 88 tons more per man 'we
produced in the sev'en hours as against th,
eighit hours,.

Mr. Mann: Any improved machinery?
Mr. WILSON: No.
Mr. Sam psoin: Were the miners workint

on piecework on both occasions?

Mr. WILSON:- I stated that t-he con
mniners of Collie worked on lpieeework api
there should be no need to repeat it. Tb,
adoption of the seven hours bank to
hank has resuilted in the lproduetion o'
more coal than was raised ini eight hour
uinder precisely similar conditions.

'Mr. Mann: Could they continue the im
provement if we reduced the hours to sht

Mr, WILSON: I am no seer; I am merel
a Scottish coal miner, but I can assure th~l
hon. member that the increase is being main
tained year by year. If it is good enough fo,
the British coal mriner to have seven hour:
uinder Act of Parliament, it is good enougi
for' us. The Collie miners will still continu
to work the seven hours from bank to bank
ir-respeulive of whether it is legalised, but w,
want it legalised. It is a necessary provisioin
I judge from the temper of the House the
the seven hours will be agreed to.

Mr. Mann: I think you are optimistic.
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iNtr. WILSON: t only fair, not optimi-
istic. I depend u1p)0n the reason of my argu-
ments to secure the support of members. The
Bill requires the provision of a change house.
Nearly every mine, especially a coal mine,
has a change house, and each mine on the
Collie coalfields has one, bot we want the pro-
vision included in the Act, Just as it is in-
eludled in every other Mlining Act.

M1r,.1Mann : They have them at Collie now.
Air. WILSON: The honi. membner saw

them when lie wa s at Collie, but someC mines
in future may not have themn, and we wvant
to ensure that these sanitary conditions are
adequiately Supplied Onl all coal mnines. This
wvould be no innovation for the mines, but
it wvoulId be an iiinova! ion to have the pro-
vision of a change houise stipulated in the Act.
In the 1902 A.(t, which was introduced by
Mr. G regory, provisin is made for an acci-
dent relief fund. By this Hill an alt~ration is
proposed to make some of the money avail-
able for an aged and infirm niirers' superan-
nuation find. A mian who haF,, worked in a
coal mine until hie hasm reached an age of 68
or 70 years should'retoive a pension greater
than El l-er week. The owneis of the mines,
in Collie and the miners are prepared to con-
tribute the whole of the amtount, and we are
askinw for nothinigs from the 0overnment.

lion. 0. Tayvlor: T thoughlt the Premier
looked pleased.

The Pienuer: indirectly we are assist-
i n

Mr. WfLSON: I do not ask for any-
thing- indirectly. The coal miners have no
ohbjection to the Government assistance ren-
dered to the gold mliners.

The Premier:. I mean the em11ployers' con-
tribution will comie out of the profits of the
qGovernment; coal contracts.

Mr. WILSON: That might be possible;
it would not hurt them either. At the samue
imie, I should mention that Some mines of
Collie have never shown a profit.

l-in. Sir .Tmes- Mitchell :. Then why don't
they clos-eup?

Mr. WILSON: If some members closed
up, it would be better.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: I only asked a
simle question.

Mr. WILSON: It is one of the jokes that
the member for Claremont (Mr. North)

wanits put into the newspaper.
I-Ion. Sir James Mitchell: f cnnot under-

stand your Scottish humour.

Mr. WILSON: The parent Act already
pro-, ides for anl accident relief fund for coal
miners. As soon as a mian mneets with an acci-
dent in a mine, hie gets something like 4s:. per
day in addition to tile workers' compensation.
The miners. contribute to that fund 6d. per
week. The coalI com pan ie pay 1/d. per son
and the Government pay notthing. Out of the
4s. per day 1 propose to take 6d. and pay it
into another fund to assist the old men who
get only Li per week pension. We intend to
have a superannuation fund for such nien.
Sonic oft the memibers; who went to Collie saw
a coiuple of old coal miners, one Johnny Cole-
man wh]o has been 60 years in the coal mines
and is still working, and another named
Price, 70) years of age, who gave uip work
ony) two years ago. It shows that the occu-
pation of coat mining- is fairlyv healthy. As
soon as a man retires from the work, the de-
sire is that hie shall reeive an additional 10s.
in the shiape of old age I ensi-n, to which hie
is entitled. The pension fond will he sub-
scribedl by the men and the companies alike.
The men have agr-eed to a levy of 3d. per
f ortnight7 which will yield a total of £10O, and
the conil anies have also agreed to contribute
a like amount.

Mr. Teesdale: But why liut it in the Bill?

Mr. WILSON: Because wve want to comn-
pel every mani in Collie to subscribe to the
funds. We know that there are men wo
will do their best to evade an obligation of
this kind, and] if the provision is incor-
porated in the Bill they witl uot be able to
do so, ats the amount will he taken off their
pay.

H~on. O. Taylor: What about the Truck
Act?

Mr. WILSON: The Truck Act does not
come into it at all. A somewhat similar pro-
vision already finds a place in the parent
Act. it is also embodied in the New Zea-
land Act, as well as in the legislation in
New South Wales and Vietoria. All that is
sought here is to legalise the proposal so that
a be-tter and an assured position may be es-
tablished for aged miners. It is lprop~osed
also that there shiall he better ventilation in
the mines. We knuow that with good ventil-
ation better work will follow. There are one
or two alterations proposed in the schedule,
lirincipaly in the direton of seeing that air
shall not escaipe.. In coal mining we have
what is called bord and pillar System, and
unless the stuppingqs are closed uip, air will
escape and will not find its way to the face.
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Thle company have agreed to put in stop-
pings that will be airtight, and although this
wilt involve a little more e,~iienrliture, the
companies admit that the provision is neces-
sary for the better ventilation of the mines.
31y attention has been drawn to a statement
that the Bitl is intended as practically a
monopoly for coal miners. I wish to give
that a denial; there is no such intention. Vie
last clause in the Bill provide., for an amend-
ment to the schedule of the principal Act,
and sets out amongst other things-

No person shall be allowed to work as a
coal, shale or clay getter otherwise than under
the supervision of a skilled wrorknraa until he
has had two years' experience of such work
uinder such supervision, or unless hie has been
previously emiployedl for two years in or abut
thet face of the workings, nor shall a skilled
workmnan have under his supervision at the
Same timle meore thtan one person who has not
had such experience, or beena -so employed as
aforesaid.

When we reach the Committee stage it is
my intention to move an amendment to pro-
vide that the clause shall not apply to goldi
and metal miners. That will permit miners
for gold or other metal to be able to come
under the provisions of the Act. In eon-
elusion, T wish to say that prac-tically every-
thing that is contained in the Bill is in
operation at the present time, nt Collie, with
the exception of the old age fund, and as it
is intended to piay that out of the contrihu-
tions made by the men, subsidised by the
companies, there should he do difficulty in

getting the Bill through quickly so that we
may send it to the Upper House, where it
should receive unan imoons support.

MR. GlrFITHS (Avon) [7.52] : One
cannot help but he struck by' the parnestness
of the member for Collie with regaird to
everything he handle,%. He does not often
speak hut many' of us would wish that be
spoke ofteirer, because whenever he has any-
thing to say it is on a subject with which he
is familiar. Coal mining differs from gold
mining and therefore conrentration of man-
agement as, applied to gold mining would
not appear to he favoured by the previous
speaker. One is struck by the knowledge
the hon, member has of the subject, and
perhaps what he has advanced in regard to
the one-mine, one-manager idea may be cor-
rect. I am not in at position to contraRdict
him.

:SiR, CHESSON (Cue) [7.53). 1 have
much pleasure in supporting the Bill. We
are legalising what is at present in exist-
enee by agreement between the miners and
the compainies. Anyone who has worked
in a coal mine knows that seven hours uiu-
derground in a coal mine is quite sufficient
for any man. Coal miners .engage in piece
work and they are at their best when they
are underground all the time. I am in ac-
cord with what is proposed in the Bill in
respect of the bank to bank hours. Regard-
ing the check weighing of coal, it is neces,-
sary that that should be done as near the
pit's mouth as possible. Those who are
familiar with coal mining operations know
that if coal is shifted any distance, a fair
proportion of it is lost. In my time the
whole of the coal was weighed outside the
pit-s mouth, and even in those days we lost
some, and did not get paid for the stral
coal. The screens were coarse and a lot of
coal was lost. At the present time all the
coal is weighed with the exception of the
dirt that ma-y be there. That dirt is taken
off. As to the readjustment or inspection
of weighbridges, that is already done, but
the work should be carried oat every six
mionths, at least, as provided in the Bill. The
manager of a miine is practically responsible
for the safety of that mine and the mien
vvorkinl- in it. He should be a mnan with
practical experience, and he should be in a
position urnderground to see that the men are
Sceure. He should also know everything
with regard to ventilation. We all knowy
that if a coal mine is not ventilated, gas
acculmulates.

Mr. Mlann: There is no gas in the mine
in this State.

iAlr. C'HESSON: There was no gas in thE
Aft. Rembla maine, where a big explosio-d
look place. Yon come across it in pockets,
It is not p~erhlaps a natural gas; it may bf
-in accumulation of' fire damtp, and there is
therefore every necessity for the mine to b(
ventilated so that there shall he no aeeumu.
lacion. A man in charge of a mine shouk
have practical experience so that -when hE
goes underground he can see by immediati
observation whether the ventilation is at
right, and be should be able to make tests. Ti
a gold mine we often find that the managei
in charge is a metallurgist, but he hasz
practical man in control uniderground
That man is responsible for the under
grond working. A coal mine is worked os
n bigger scale. You go either into a twine
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or into a shaft, and the miners may be three
miles away. For each heading there is a
gannon board driven across for ventilation
purposes, 'and once the -air is brought down
it is distributc4d by lattice doors and then
circulated. It is not so in a gold mine.
'Very often air in a gold mine goes through
the levels and comes hack again to the sur-
face. In a coal mine there must be suffi-
cient air to circulate and give an adequate
supply in ev~ry working face. A number
of horses are used in coal mines and it is
more than every necessary to have a greater
flow of air. There should also be two es-
capes in every mine. If there be only one,
the men engaged in mining operations run
a considerable risk. We know what hap-
pened at the Lord Beaconsfield mine in Tas-
mania, where a number of men perished
because there was only one opening and- no
other outlet. 'Very often in a coal mine the
deputy manager must have a certificate be -
fore hie can attain that position. Then he
can secure a second certificate and later a
practical certificate as a coal miner. The
Bill also makes provision for an old-age
fund. That is only right. The desire is
that this provision should be incorporated
in the statute, so that whatever amount is
paid by the men a similar contribution shall
he wade by the eomppsny. Further, there
is provision in regard to juvenile workers.
At the age of 19 a worker pays t'he same
amount into the fund as adult workers pay,
and he should receive the same amount of
remuneration. A feature of the Bill with
which I am not altogether in accord is the
stipulation of 50 per cent, of practical
miners. Miy experience of coal mines leads
me to consider that every man working un-
derground in a face should' be a practical
miner. The terrible explosion in Bulli was
simply due to inexperienced miners allowing
the bottom to come up and the backs to go
down, and not looking out for ventilation.
Taking into consideration that the coal
miner works in gas with a Davy safety lamp
and is searched before going underground
to see that he carries no matches-

Mr. Mlann: Here they work with open
lamps.

Mr. CH.ESSON: In Kembla we worked
with. naked lamps, and a few years later
the safety lamp was used, and then the big
explosion occurred. Hard coal is shot down,
and the flame can he seen coming out right
into the open. That used to he done in the
old days for the purpose of borning away

smoke. In my time at Kembla there was a
certain amount of gas, but naked lights
could be used. However, in coal mining the
men working in a facce-I am not speaking
of the truckers-should be practical men.
The miner is largely responsible for the
safety of the truckers who are taking away
his coal. A coal miner should either be a
practical man or else be under the cha-rge
of a practical man. The greater the per-
centage of practical men the better. 1
have much pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 6-agreed to.

Clause 7-Amendment of Section 12:
H1on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why is

it prToposed to weigh coal wvitbin 200 yards
of the mine?

The MITNISTER FOR MINES: I ex-
plained on the second reading that coat is
lost in transit between the place at which
it is brought out of the mine and the place
where it is weighed. That gives, rise to a
go od deal of dissatisfaction. Mining mewm-
hers know that coal falls off the trucks. As
the men are paid by weight, they are inter-
ested in getting all their coal weighed. The
Bill accordingly seeks to ihave the coal
weighed as close to the pit as possible.

Mr. Mann: Why do you fix on 200 yards?

The ME1NISTER FOR MINES: Because
both parties agree that that is a reasonable
distance.

Air. WILSON: The general rule in coal
mines is that as soon as coal goes up the
gantry it is weighed. At Collie the coal is
sometimes weighed at a 'weighbridge two or
three hundred yards distant, and coal drops
off on the way. The object of the clause is
to prevent any company now starting opera-
tions from having the weighing place too
far from the pit's mouth.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: When truckis have to
he packed tip with coal to make weight, coal
drops off on coming into the air. When it
drops off it is not the manager's coal, and
he is not anxious about it. In the course
of 12 months it is possible for a large quan-
tity of coal to drop off after leaving the
pit's mouth and before getting to a weigh-
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ing machine two or three hundred yards
away. The clause is essential.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know whether
there is now any serious loss occasioned,
but all these restrictive measures on coal
mining rebound upon the State, since the
State is virtually the only customer of West-
ern Australian coal owners, apart from some
small bunkering trade. Our State railways
absorb fully a quarter of a million tons of
Collie coal per year. The time has arrived
when the people and Parliament must seri-
ously consider to what extent mneasures of
this nature will be reflected in enhanced
price.

Mr. Wilson:- What baa that got to do with
this clause?

'Mr. LAMNBERT: In this respect, as to
whether the provision is necessary. The
mineowncrs may quite conceivably agree
to the proposal under present conditions,
because the people of this country will
have to hear the cost eventually.

Mr. Wilson : Would you penalise the
miner?

Mr, LAMBERiT: I do not know that the
miner is penalised.

Mr. Wilson: But I do know.
Hon. G~. Taylor: The miner is the only

person who can lose if the weiglibridge is
not close to the pit's mouth.

Mr. LAMBERT: So long as this is not
an unnecessary provision that will make
for the enhancement of the price of a comn-
moditv' essential to the country and its
industries, very well. Still, it is easy to
be liberal with other people's money.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 8-agreed to.

Clause 9-Amendment of Section 18:

Hon. Sir JAMAES. MITCHELL: Will the
Minister explain why he has reduced the
period from 12 months to sist

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Provi-
sion was made that there must he two open-
ing-s at the mine, or two tunnel;, or two
shafts-one for ingress and one for egress
in case of accident. It is suggested that a.
;secondl opening is not necessary for 12
months after the first shaft ls been sunk.
The development of the Collie field, how-
ever, has reached a stage when the timne
within which the second opening must he
provided may well he reduced from 12
months to six.

lon. (;. Taylor: It would be no mote
hardship now with developed mines than
it was formerly.

The -MINISTER FOR _MINES: It is not
a hardship now. In every mine where
large numbers of in are employed there
oughot to be two means of egress, so that
if a shaft collapses the miners can find
their way out hy the other shaft. If a fire
ouccrred in a shaft amongAt the timber, the
posit ion would be hopeless if there was no
other shaft.

Hon. Sir JAMES N1ITCHEfjL: I know
that in every mine at Collie there must be
two ;hnfts, as all the mines there have
huen working mnore than 12 months. There-
fore this clause does not apply to the ex-
ising- mines at Collie. It tuny, however,
apply to now mines. According to reports
which have reached mne lately there is a1
possibility of coal being obtained else-
'where. Suppose mines are opened at
Wilga, will it be reasonable to require
thot twio shafts shall be put down within
six ntiutlis?

lHon. G. Taylor: A mine could not he
opened up in six months to supply coal.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Would
any hardship result if a coalfield were
opened at Wilga?

Mr. Wilson: No. I can give you n ex-
amiple to prove it.

Boa. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL : WVe
might get another coalfield.

M r. WILSON: Onlce a seam of coal is
struck, lflft. or so below the surface, a
shaft can he sun~k any time to get connec-
tior- In many instances the second shaft
is merely for air.

Claltse put and passed.

Clause 1O-Repeal of Section 18:

11413. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL : This
deals with the sinking of shafts and the
distance they' are to he apart. It would
he o-f no use putting down a shaft at a
(.onIsiderab-le distance from its fellow.

The 'Minister for Mines:. Section 18 is
now14 superfluLous.

lion. Sir JAMEfS MITTCHELL: I think
it is necessary, unless the Minister thinks
it is unnecessary to specify any distance
between shafts. If shafts are required, in
case of accident, certainly they ought not
to be too close together.

Clause put and passed.
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Clauses 11 to 17-agreed to.

Clause 18-Amendment of Section 50:

Mr. SAMPSON : The clause requires
that first-aid equipments shall be provided.
There is a wvide variety of so-called first-
aid requisites. I move an amendment-

That after "requisites,'' in line three, "ap-
proved by the Minister" be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 19 - Prohibition of Sunday
labour:

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is this
prohibition of Sunday labour in operation
on the mines to-day?;

Mr. Wilson: Yes, in gold mines and coal
mnines too.

Hon. Sir JAIIES MI1TCHELL: It is pro-
vided that with the approval of the in-
spector mlen may work on Sundays. The
Arbitration Court should decide a question
of this sort. W~e arc drifting into the
habit ofL settling conditions that should be
left to thle Court.

The MAinister for Mines: This provision
is alrcady in the Mines Regulation Act and
has been applied to coal mines.

Mr. Chesson: It wvill give the mine a
chance to sweeten up one day a week.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not know whether
this will affect the -price of coal. Ten or 12
years ago coal was only 10s. or 12s. per ton,
whereas it is now 19s. per ton.

Mr. Wilson: And we here wvere getting
£200 a year, whereas we now get £600.

Mr. Lathanm: We are getting too much.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 20-agreed to.

Clause 21-Amendment of Section 72:

Hon. Sir JAMLES MKITCHELL: This has
to do with the Coal AMmcmr' Superannuation
Fund. Do I understand that all who will
have to contribute to this, fund have aqgree-I
to contribute, owners and miners alike?

The Minister 6r Mines: I am given to
understand by the parties concerned that
they have all agreed.

Mr. WILSON: This is already in Opera-
tion under the Act of 1902. 1 have a letter
from the company saying that they kare pre-
pared to pay pound for pound with the con-
tributions by the men.

fan. G, Taylor: There are not to be any
contributions by the Government.

Mr. Wilson. No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The sec-
tion ifl the existing Act provides for com-
pensation in the case of injury. Ths is a
totally different proposal, and we ought to
be certain that all who have to contribute
to tile fund arc willing to do s o. If the in-
creased ehargc against the mine owner is to
mean an increase in the price of coal, we
should hesitate.

The Premier: Is it suggested that it will
mean An increase in the price of coal?

Hon. Sir, JAMES Mi1TCHELL: The Pie-
mier himself thought that probitbly the Gov-
ernment would have to pay' indirectly, and I
thiink perhaps they will.

Mr. Wilson: This has been paid into the
fund for the last 23 yetars.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
an additional contribution. The owners wvill
have to give more than they do now, other-
wise their consent would not have been neces-
sary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Bill
prov ides that the mniners may take from the
Accident Fund one-eighth of a penny, and
thus make the nucleus of a pension fund. To
that fund shall be given a contribution by
the minor from his pay tand' a contribution
by the comipajiy. This fund is no concern
of the Government.

Hon. Sir JAIIE-S MI-1TCHELL: It con-
cerns the Government because they buy the
coal. There is no need for this particular
piece of legislation.

Mr. TEESBAE: I ami glad to hear that
this amicable Arrangement has bean arrived
at, and the Governmtent. are not being asked
to contribute. In another place it was said
that there are boys engyaged in mining that
are being paid 6s. a ton more than they earn.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 22-24--agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bid. reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Appropriation.
2, Gun License Act Amendment.

Without amendment.
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BUJL-U4DUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Concil's Message.

Mes, sage from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted upon its
amendmnents No. 1-4, 7-18, inclusive, 21, 22,
24-26, 2S-35, inclusive, 37, 38, 48, 51-57, in-
ehiusire, disagreed to by the Assembly, and
had agreed to the Assemnbly'.s amendmnent to
No. 27.

BILL-DAY BAKING.

Councl'sr Alessage.

Metsage from the Council received and
read notifying the Assembly that it insisted
on its amendments NYos. 1 and 2, which had
been disagreed to hy the Assembly.

BILL,-MAIN ROADS.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of 41 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.

2Afr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.--Clause 1, delete "1924" and insert

The MIN1'ISTER1 FOR WORKS: This Bill
was sent to the Council last year and was re-
vivedI in the early part of this session. The
Bill which left this Chamber was a 1924
Bill. I therefore move-

That the anmendmuent be agreed to.

Question pitt and p~assed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2.-Olause 3, delete definition of "Chief!
Engineer. "

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendments of the Council propose to set up
a board consisting of three mnembers, two to
be eng-ineers and one an administrator, in
place of the advisory COmmnitlee of five sug-
gested in the Bill. I intend to agree to prac-
tically the w'hole of the Council's amendmoents
with the exccption of a few to which I shall
move slight modifications. I moe-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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No. 3.-Clause 3, definition of main road:
isert after the words "main toad" the words
mineans a road declared by proclamation under

this Act to be a main road and.''
-No. 4.-Delete deffinition of ''petrol.''
NVo. 5.-Clause 4, Subelausc (2'), delera

"five'' and insert ''three.''
No. 6.-Clause 4, delete Subrdause (3), aad

insert a subelause in lieu thercof as follows:--
''Two of the members of the Board shall he
enigin~eers qualified by training and expierience
in modern road-maaking, and the third mem-
ber shall be a skilled administrator.''

-No. 7.-Clause 4, (dcele Subelause (4).
No. t--Cauise 5, Subeiause (1), delete ''ex-

cept the Chief Engineer,'' in line one. Delete
''three'' and insert ''live,' in line two, and
insert at the end Of the subelause the words,

for misbehanviour or iziCoinpjeteneeC, Or if Ile
becomtes incapable of performning his duties, or
absents himself from three consecutive meet-
ings of the board except onl leave granted by
the Minister.'"

N~O. 9.-Clause 5, Subtlausc (2), delete ail
words after ' ' mn'' in line three down to
end of subelause.

No. 10.-Clause 5, Suheinuse (3), delere
''officer,'' in line two, and insert ''similarly
qualified person. "

,No . 11.-Clanse 8, Subelnse (2), delete
"Ithree'' and insert ''two.''

No. 12.-Clause Q, delete ''Minister,'' in
tine one, and insert ''board.'' Delete ''Minis-
ter for Works,'' in line two, and insert ''Main
Beads Board.''

No. 13-Clause £0, delete all words after
"the,'' in tine one down to end of clause, and

insert the folowing:-

(1) Board, with the approval of tbe Minis-
ter may make use of the services of any of
the officers and employees of the Public Ser-
vice, and thme Governor may appoint any par-
sons to be officers or employees of the board
for the purposes of this Act: Provided that alt
casual employees required by the Board for
works of construction and maintenance may be
employed by the board.

(2.) Any member, acting memnber or officer
of the board who, at the date of his appoint-
ment to or under the Board by the Governor,
was an officer of the Public Service shall, iq
respect of his service on or under the boaril,
be deemed to serve in an established capacity
in the permanent civil service of the Govern.
nmnt so as to preserve any pension rights that
may he accruing to him, and with reference
to naly question as to continuity of service,
and in the event of his service onl or under the
bosrd heing discontinued or in the event of
the dissolution of the board, shall be eligible,
on the recommendation of the Minister, to be
re.appointed to some office in the Public Ser-
vice corresponding in classification and emolu.
meat to that which he held at the date of his
appointment to or under the board, as if bp
had not held any office on or under the board.

-No. 14-Clause. 11. delete ''the Chief Ea-
gintcer and," in line one, and delete all words
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after "of the," in line four down to cad of
clause, and insert ''board.'

No. J.5.--Ctnuse 12, Subelause (2), delete the
word "trunk,'' in line one of paragraphs (b),
(c), and (d), and delete paragraph ''(e)."

No. JA3.-lausc 12. insert a suibelause to
stand as Suhelaiise (3), as follows:-

The board before recommending to the Gov-
ernor-

(a) that any road be a main. road;
(b) that the maps, plan;, and estimates of

any proposed new main road or devi-
ation from an existing main road be
approved;

(e) that plans and estimntea of any per-
manent improvements to any main
road or any part thereof be approved,

shall serve on each local authority in whose dis-
trict such road is or new road or deviation is
lproposed to be made, or improvements are pro-
posed to be made, notice of its intention to
make such recommendation.

Such notice shall fix a day not less than 30
days froni tho service of the notice upon which
any objections which may be made by any
local authority concerned will be considered by
the board before making any recommendations,

Provided that any local authority which feels
aggrieved by any such recommendation may,
within .30 days after the consideration of such
objections, appeal to the Minister, who may
vary or disallow such recommendation.

No. 17.-Clause 12, Stibelause (3), delete
"tsection forty-nine of," in lines one and two.

No. 18.-Clause 13, Subelause (1), delete
"Minister," in lines two and three, and insert
"board. "

No. 19.-Clause 14, delete "Minister," in
line five, and insert "Crown." Delete "Min-
iste~r,'' in line eleven, and insert ''Board."

No. 20.-Olause 15, Subelause (1), delete
''Minister'' and insert ''board,' and delete
''on the recommendation of the board,'' in
lines one end two.

No. 21.-Clause 15, Subelause (3), delete
''of the Minister acting on the recomnmenda-
tion," in lines one and two, and delete "Min-
inter,'' in line three, and insert ''board.'"
Delete "Chief Engineer," in lines six and
seven, and insert "hoard, and except in so far
as the expense is incurred by a local authority
under the authority Of paragraph (b) of Sec-
tion 30 hereof.'

No. 22.-Cause 16. delete all words after
"The," in line one down to and exclusive of
''ascertain,' in line four, and insert "board so
far as any moneys legally available for the
purpose permit shall-

(1) carry out all such surveys and investi-
gations as may be necessary or ex-
pedient to ascertain-(a.) what roads
shall he main roads."

Insert a paragraph to stand as paragraph
(d), as follows:-

(d) What deviation (if any) in existing
roads or what new roads should in its opinion
he made so as to facilitate communication and
improve conditions of traffic.

Delete all words in, last three lines of clause,
and insert three subelanses as follows:-

(2.) Condluct or cause to be Conducted ex-
periments with different materials to test their
relative durability and suitability for the con-
struction and maintenance of roads.

(3.) Record, publish, and make available for
general information the results of all such sur-
veys and investigations.

(4.) Purchase all land, machinery, tools, im-
plementsI and materials that may be needed for
the purposes of this Act:

I-rovided that no contract involving an ex-
penditnire by the board of an amount exceed-
ing one thousand pounds shall be entered into
by the board without the Written consen1t Of
rte Minister being first obtained.

On motions by the Minister for Works, the
foregoing amendments were arced to.

No. 28.-Clause 17, delete ''Chief En-
gineer," in line one, and insert "bar.

Delete "as directed1 " in line two, and in-
sert ''when so desired.''

Delete ''his,' in line six, and insert ''its.''
Delete "Mnse, in line nine, and insert

Delete paragraph "(d.
Delete ''act as the Chief Engineer for,'' in

line one of paragraph (e) and insert ''super-
vise.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
move-

T hat the Council's amendment be agreed to
subject to an additional amendment to para-
graph (a) of Clause 17, by inserting after
''Ion,'' in line one, the words ''and construct
or supervise."

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
a drastic alteration. Does it mean that the
Minister will be able to direct the hoard to
carry out works?

M-. SAM PSON: I thought the point
in dispute was that the board should have
these powers.

Mr. Lath am : Bat who will find the
money?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
idea is that the board, when desired by the
Minister, shall take over the work that is
now carried- out by the roads and bridges
branch of the Public Works Department.
I do not want to duplicate services and have
the departmental officers and engineers run-
ning round when the offiers and engineers
of rhe main roads board are woing the same
thing.

Mr. Thomson: But the department covers
the whole State.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And so
will the hoard.

Bon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Are you
referring to ordinary expenditure from the
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departmental vote and not the funds of the
main roads board?

The INISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Ron, Sir James Mitchell: That is an en-

tirely different thing-. I thought you were
taking power to direct the board to spend
the board's funds.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, the
money referred to will be quite separate
from that rested in the hoard,

Mr. Sampson: That is a great improve-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: if the
amendment were not made, a difficulty
would arise because no one but the Minister
could anthorise the board to do the work,
seelnh; that the money is voted by Parlia-
.meat to the Mlinister.

Ion. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: Does the
Minister think that the amendment is quite
adequateT Does he intend to hand over
the control of all the departmental work to
the main roads board?

The 2liniister for Works: No, not neces-
sarily the whole of the work of the roads
and bridges, branch, but such as the hoard
,can economically handle.

Question put and passed. the Council's
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 24.-Clause iS, delete "Chief En-
giueer,'' in line one, and insert ''board.''

Delete '"or any officer thereof" and ''hini
-with", in line two.

Delete ''Chief Engineer,"- in last line, anid
insert ''hoard,''

Delete ''or officer,'" in last line, and insert
''within one month.''

'No. 25.-Clavse V), delete.
No. 26.-Clnusc 20, delete ''Minister,'' in

line one, and insert ''board."
Delete ''on the recomimendation," in line

one, and insert ''with the approval''
Delete "hoard, anthorise the Chief Engineer

to,'' in second line, ad insert ''Minister.''
Delete "his" and insert ''its,'' and delete

''authority,'' and insert ''approval," in line
fire.

Delete ''Chief Engineer," in line six, anid
insert ''board.''

On motions by the Mlinister for Works,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 27-Cl2ause 21, Subelanse (1), delete
''proclaim" ad insert ''declare," in line
three.

Delete ''Minister'' and insert ''board,'' in
line live.

Subelnuse (2) delete ''proclamation," in
lines two and four, and insert "declaration.''

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Thi
amiendment relates to developmental road
constructed out of Commonwealth and Stat
funds. The amendment suggested by Lb
Council will mean that not only may th
hoard carry out the work, but the mone:
received f rom the Commonwealth wil
have to be paid to the board, who will dj
ais tht- ,v like with it. That proposal cent
not be agreed to. It would he a distine
abrogation of the functions of responsibl
Government. The Common wealth Govern
ment would not agree to their money beinj
handed over to a board for allocation.

Ron. Sir James Mfitchell: The board xvi]
not have any funds if they do not get th
Commonwealth money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wel
that money will not be available for minn
roads.

Mr. Lathanm: The heading to this par
of the Bill refers to developmental roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I coul
not allow the board to make the allocatioi
without the Government having some say.

Mr. Latham: But Clause 21 sets out tho
the Governor-that is, in effect, the MAiniste
-may on the recommendation of the boar
do Certaini things.

The MIN\ISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, bu
the Bill was framed on the basis of an ad
visory board being appointed to assist th
Aflnister. On the other hand, the mini
roads board is to be a corporate body quit
independent of the Mlinister. We could no
allow the distribution of that money to b)
on the recommendation of an independen
board. The Commonwealth C uvernmen
would not allow it.

Hon. Sir James II itthell: Those are YOU

own words.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Bu
those words were inserted when the Bill wa
constructed on totally different lines.
move-

That in Stibelause (1) of Clause 21 of tb
Bill the wordR ''on the recommendation o
the hoard'' be struck out.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It would b
well for the Minister to consult the board.

The AIINISTER FOR 'WORKS : Tb
Board will be asked to inquire and recoin
mend.

Hon. Sir JAMES MAITCHELL : Tb
striking Out of the words will not mean tha
the Mfinister will not consult the board.
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The Minister for Works: No, but it does
not mean that the Minister cannot act with-
out the board's advice.

Amendment put1 and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is a coiisequential amendment in Clause 22
of the Bill.

21r. LATHAi%: Ils it competent for us
to amend the Bill at thi 's stage? Surely w'e
have to deal with amndment No. 27 made
by the Council.

The M.[NISTER FOR WORKS -, The
Council have amended the Bitt in certain
directions and the measure is now framed
on an entirely different basis. In order to
accept the Council's amendments, various
alterations must be made.

Mr. Latham: I think they will have to
he made at a conference,

The MIINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not prepared to agree to any amendment
unless the alterations are made.

The CHAIRMAN: If they are conse-
quiential, they must follow.

The MINISTERI FOR WORKS ; But
who will decide that? I move-

That the amendinent be amended by striking
out of linte two of Clause 22 of the Bill the
words ''the hoard in consultation with the local
authority shall.'' anid inserting ''the Minister
may require the board to'' in lieu.

flon. AV. D. JOHNXSO'N: I submit that
we are asked to do somethiing we are not
competent to do. Clause 22 is not before
us and cannot he brought before uts at this
stage aud therefore we cannot consider any
amendment to Clause 22. If the amendment
is to he made, it mjust be made at a confer-
ence. The pror-osal of the MIinister is in
conflict with custuni and no doubt is PonI-
trary lo, the standing orders. We are
limited to considering the anmendments made
by another pilace, and we cannot discuss a
clause that has not been amended by another
place.

Mr. Latham: We are amending- something
that is not before the Committee.

The CHAIRMANX: It is before the Com-
mittee.

Hon. Sir James llitchell: The Minister
should let the clause stand. The board can-
not make any recommeicndation at all now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not anxious abouit the Bill, so I 'will move-

That progress be reported.
MTotion put and passed; progress reported.

MOTION-DISMISSAL OF CONSTABLE
LAMBERT.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from 10th December on
motion by Mir. Mann.

That a select conimittlee be appointed to in-
quire into the dismissal of Constable Lambert.

THE MN~ISTER FOR JUSTICE (lonl.
J. C. Willcock-Geraldton) [9.20]: I have
no desire to recapitulate the history of this
case because it has been dealt with in the
public Press and also in this House. The
facts are pretty well known to members.
The member for Perth in submitting the
motion introduced everythingr that he
thought would be favourable to Constable
Lambert. 1 do not object to that, but I
shall give the Douse some information as
to what occurred and then, having heard
what art, straightforward facts, members
will have an opportunity of arriving& at a
decision. Briefly, there were two constables
on duty at Fremnantle on Sunday the 2nd
May-Constables McNeill and Lambert.
They noticed soic persons comning out of
the back of the Cleopatra Hotel, and
wihilst one constable went to the front, the
other went to the back. Constable Lamnbert
said hie saw fonr men comingr out of the
front of the hotel and latter, having gone
througrh the hotel, Constable MelNeill stated
that there wvas evidence of recent drinking
Both officers walked up the street, and
Constahle Lambert saw four men and asked
them their namnes. The names were given,
one of them giving the o'sme of MVartin and
his address as the Sailors' Rest, Fremantle.
When the police wvent to find out whether
'Martin was there it was discovered that n~o
such person resided there, and consequently
it would appear that there was nobody of
that name, It was not suggested at that
stage that the mnmn -who ezave his name as
MHartin was Mooney. A summons was taken
out in the name of Martin. but Martin could
not hie found. and the summons was allowed
to lapse for the time being. The position
remainedi thtus for four or five weeks and
then Constable Lambert said he had reason
to believe that Mrartin was identical with a
man named Ifooney. but at what stage he
mnade up his mind that MIartin was Mlooney
has never been ascertained. Constable Lamn-
bert was% asked why he made up his mind
that 'Moonecy was identical with Maertin. but
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be could never give a satistaetorv explana-
tion.

Mr. Mann: There is notbiug on the file.
The MI1NISTER FOR JUSTICE: There

is. The Commissioner of Poliee interviewed
Constable Lambcrt and asked him what rea-
son lie had to believe that Mooney was iden-
tic-al with M1artin, or that Mooney was ive
man who Wa s supposed to have been in the
Cleopatra Hotel on that Sunday morning.
Lamibert could give no satisfactory reason
for believing that Mooney was Ilartiu.

Mr. 'Mann:- He satisfied use on the point.
The MI'NISTER FOR JUSTICE: Bat

the bon. member is not the Commissioner ot
Police, and the hon. member wus not eon-
due ting the inquir.y. Up to that stage no
reason could be given by Constable Lanmbert
as to -why he considered Martin was iden-
tical with M.Nooney.

Mr. Mann: No inquiry had been held.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Con-
stable Lambert was taken to the Commis-
sioner of Police who said, "Apparently there
has been a mistake in connection with this
man." Then when asked why he believed
that iflirtin -was identical with Mooney,' Con-
stable Lamnbert could give no satisfactory
explanation. He merely said, "1 made uip
my mind that M1artin and Mooney were iden-
tical." It is no us-e the member for Perth
shaking, his head; what I have stated appears
on the fie -and it is a fact.

Mir. Ml-ann: That is not so.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It has

never been contradicted by anybody. I have
had two interviews with the Police Assovip-
lion, and [he file wvas madie available to them.
They never raised the point that Lambert
had given a reason for believing that
Mlooney and Martin were identical; they
just said that Lambert had made up his
mind that they were identical. When Lam-
bert made up his mide that Mooney was
identical with Martin he issued a summons
but then found out that Mooney had g-one
away on the "Karoola" and would not re-
turn for several weeks. 'Mooney returned
in due course and some disturbance took
place at the Hotel Fremantle, Mooney being
one of the participants in that. When asked
whether his Dame was IMooney he said "Yes"
without hepsitation. Constable Lambert said
to him, "I have a summons for you; ye's
are charged with drinking in the Cleopatra
Hotel during prohibited hours." On every
occasion when 'Mooney was accused or was

asked a question in connection with tb
trouble he protested that he was not ide
tical with the man who gave his inime
Kartin,

V ,r. M1ann: Every occasion amounts
twice.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
will show that it was oftener.

'Mr. Mlann: Mooney did not go to t
court.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I w
deal 'with that aspect of the ease.

The Premier: Anyhow, that is not mater
at all; it has no bearing on the question.

Ron. S. W. Munsie: "You are not ero!
examining a witness now, so keep quiet.

31r. SPEAKER: Order! The member f
Perth will have an opportunity to reply.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If
bon. member has anything material to s
and you Mr. Speaker, will allow him to s
it I will answver him. When Constal
Lambert geve the summons to Mooni
,%ooney protested and said, "I am nott
man that was in the hotel." Constable La
bert mentioned that the man's name ii
Martin lint that lie wvas sure Mooney wasI
individual. That, too, should have madet
constable careful;, he should have be
douly snire when he wvas serving the su
monm. He could give no reason for assn
ing that Mooney and Martin were identie

'Mr. Mann: fle can give good reason.
The Premier: The only reason was

believed."
The IMINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 'I

summons was given to Mooney and, c(
sidering himself innocent, Mooney did w)
any other mvi 01r even I would have do:
lHe replied, "That is not for mne; take
away; I wvill not have it." The orign
summons Was made out in the name of 'Mi
tin. If a summons were made ouit in I
name of M1artin anid someone came ale
and] said, for instance to the Leader of I
Opposition, or anyone else-I have no w
to be personal-"I give you thiE summon
the reply would be, "That cannot be for r
I will take no notice of it." 'Mooney sw
afterwards, and there is no doubt that
was the case. that he was intoxicated at I
time and was in that position that ma
people might be in which would make Is
arnie the point. That, however, is not v(
material. The summons was given to h
and, considering be was innocent, he ft
no notice of it.
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Air. Mann: The reason he gave for not
appearing at the court was that he did not
remember getting the summons.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Any-
how, when the sumnmons w'a banded to him,
he protested. Then we find Constable Lam-
bert going to the court and swearing that he
is positive this man Mooney was the man
in the hotel. lie was asked by Sergeant
Cassidy, wh o prosecuted, and also by the re-
sident magistrate whether he was positive,
and he swore he was positive this was the
man; and on the evidence of the constable the
police magistrate had no hesitation in com-
mitting tile ma" to prison in default of pay-
mnent of the fine. I contend that, there being
some element of doubt in regard to the busi-
ness, it would not have been too much to ecK-
Jpect the constable to say, in giving his evi-
dence, "I am positive that this man is iden-
tical with the man Martin who gave
me his name on the 2nd May, but he
strenuously and persistently denies that
he is th man." In those eircum i
stances the magistrate could not pos-
sibly have said, "Take the man to gaol -with-
out bringing him to court." In those cir-
cumstances the magistrate would have said,
"Bring the man to court and I wilt go into
the matter." If sufficient evidence had then
been brought, the magistrate would have com-
mitted the man to prison. Prima fadie it
appears throughout the whole business that
the man was not in the State at the time of
the offence; and if that had appeared, the
magistrate would not have committed him to
prison at all.

Mr. Mann: The senior officer there was
also prepared to swear that this was the
man.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: At that
stage Lambert raised no doubt in the mnagis-
trate's mind. For my part, I have no doubt
Lambert felt sure in his own mind that this
man was identical with the other man; but
that does not alter the fact that Mooney per-
sisted he was not the other man. The con-
stable should have said, "As far as I am con-
eerned, I am sure the accused is identical
with the other man, hut the accused has ab-
;oliztelyv denied that he is the man." Then
hbe man would have been brought before the
!ourt instead of being sent to gaol, and the
inestion would have been decided there and
hen in the court. The next thing is that the
riagistrate commits the man to gaol, being
atisfied on the evidence of Constable Lam-

bert that the man was identical with the per-
son who originally gave the name of Martin
some seven or eight weeks previously. On the
constable's evidence the man is committed to
gaol. Then another constable, named Stew-
art, who was in charge of commitment war-
rants, was given a warrant to commit this
man to gaol. Stewart knew Mlooney, and
on maeeting him in the street said to him, "I
have a warrant for you, and you have got to
go to gaol." He told Mooney what it was
for.

Mr. Mann: He was with another man.
Tell the whole story.

H~on. S. W. Munsie: Let the Minister tell
it in his own way. You have told it in yours.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!l

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
duty of Constable Stewart was to serve com-
mittment warrants. On his telling Mooney
that he had a 'warrant for him, Mooney said
"What for?" The constable replied, "For
being in the Cleopatra Hotel some eight or
nine weeks ago." Mooney thereupon said,
"That is not for me; I am not the man."
Stewart, being an officer of some discretion,
did not rush the mun straight up to gaol,
but said, "If you are not the man come
along to Lambert, who secured this eommitt-
ruent warrant, and we will see what he has to
say about the matter." The man readily
went. along with Stewart to Lambert, and, ac-
cord'ing to the f Ies, said to Thumb ed in front of
Stewart, "You are making a mistake; I am
not the man." That is the third time the man
protests 'his innocence. On the way to the
police station Mooney began talkin g about
the "Au stral plain," and how he could not
be the man because he went away on that
boat and had a discharge to show he was the
man who went away. He produced the dis-
charge to McNeill, who had a look at it and
saw that it was a discharge from the "Aus-
traplain." Stewart said, "I am not sure about
the date. I think it was 1916. But I an,
sure it was f rom the 'Austral p]ain. '" Mooney
showed the discharge to Lambert, but Lam-
bert would not look at it. They get (d the
station, and Mooney again protests. Bear-
ing out what he says, we find that when he is
searched and his helongiags are taken from
him, he had on him, aeeordina to the records.
a seaman's hook and also a seaman's dis-
charge. The man having protested three
times, at every chance he had of protesting,
one would think Constable Lambert -would
have sufficient discretion to reflect, "Now the
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discharge is here, and now the seaman's book
is here, which is practically a diary showing
where the man has been during the past five
or six months, it is easy for me to have a
look at those things and see whether he is
r-ight." But Lambert never bothered to verily
his suspicion that this man was Martin. The
discharge remains there, and nobody bothers
about it. If the man went away on the
"Auitralplain," he could not have been the
man who was in the Cleopatra Hotel, because
he was not repatriated to Australia until two
days after the commission of the allegd
offence. But even before this occurred, some
doubt must have been aroused in Lambert's
mind, because he rang- up the Shipping
Master of Fremantle. Instead of making a
ihorou~h inquiry into the matter, it seem,
according to the file, that hie simply asked,
"rid the 'Hobson's Bay' came in on Friday,
the 8th Mayvl" He was told that that was
so. Hle did not ask whether a man named
Mooney was on the "Hobson's Bay." If he
had asked, he would have been told "No." If
at that stage he had made further inquiries,
he would have been told, like the other con-
stable was told later, that a man named
Mooney came back on the "Orsova," which
did not arrive at Fremantle until two days
after the offence was committed.

Mr. Mann: Who said that?
The MINISTER FOR J USTICE:- I have

a certificate on the file from Mr. Jarman,
Superintendent of Shipping- at Fremnantle,
lo the Inspector of Customs at Fremantle,
statin~g that a man named Mooney came back
on the "Orsova."

Mr. Mann: That his name was on the
passenger list, not that he came back.

The Premier: It has never been Proved

that the man did not come back. You are
merely' suggesting- that as the only line of
defence. It is a mere suggestion.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prima
facie, as far as documentary evidence can he
obtained, we have Mr. Jarman saying, "I
know Mooney personally. and know him well.
He came down to my office end signed on the
'Australplain' in my presence." That signa-
ture is the same as INe signature to the state-
ment made to the Inspector of Police when
the man came out of gaol. The signatures
arc here for comparison.

lion. W. D. Johnson: That is one definite
replyv to the lion. member.

The INISTER FOR. JUSTICE:- We
have a considerably more definite state-

mieat in zeg-ard to the whole matter from
Mr. Jarman, who says he knew this man
personally and saw him sign on the
".Australplain." Prima facie it is reason-
able Lo assume that the niati went, away.

My. Mann: That is all right.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is

all right, and it is the statement appearing
on the lie.

Mr. Mann: He signed to go on ships
previously, and did not go away.

Mr. SPEAKE R: Order!
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE; That

has nothing to do with this. The facts, as
they eait he gleaned from official docu-
ments, are that the man signed on; and it
i reasonable to assume that he went away,
because a man named Mooney, so far as can
be ascertained, did go away. There has
never been anything but the merest sup posi-
tion that somebody else went away. If we
can get. any rounds for believing that some-
body else went away in Mooney's place,
thent I shall he quite prepared to grant any
inquiry. I have told the Police Association
that on two or three occasions. I was
never averse to an inquiry if I could get
sufficient evidence to prove that an inquiry
was necessary. Unfortunately the only
line of defence was by way of surmises
911d suspicions.

The Premier: There is not a shred of
evidence.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : In
order- to square with Constable Lambert 's
idea of the man's identity, he must have
betn hepre. The point is that Mooney could
not have been in two places at once.
Either he was the man who went away on
the "A ustralpinin" and came hack on the

"Osw~lor he is the man who was in
this State during the two or three months
the ship was away from the State. Prima
facie it appears that Mooney was on the
"Orsova" All the evidence shows that he
wuent away on the "Australiplain." This
boat, which belonged to the Commonwealth
Government, was sold at Naples. The
crew then, by law, had to be repatriated;
.and they' were repatriated in the "Orsova."
The name of Mooney appears on the list,.
anti a man named Mooney signs for the
mnoney for having done the job.

Mr. Sampson : Did von compare the
signaluirfs7

The MIANISTER FRl JUSTICE: That
could be, done. Unfortunately, however,
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MAooney was rather inebriated at the time,
us he freqluently seems to be, -nd while
the signatulres are very much the same,
there is some little difference-due, it is
stigge~ied, to the fact of thle man beinga
drunk. ]n any case, a man named Mooney
signed for the money for doing the job,
and shipping companies are no more in-
adimed than anybody else to pay a man for
a job .uuless he has done it. The ouily sug-
gestion put up by the member for rerthi
was that Mooney, having signed on, dug1
Lip somebody else an(I said to him, "I have
got a job on the 'Austraiplain.' You can
go away on thm 'Australplain' in iay
namne.' But there was no reason for his
doivg that, If the other man wanted a
job be could have got it for himself.

Mr. Sampson: He had R habit of not
turning uip.

The IMINISTERt FOR JUSTICE: But k

had not a habit of getting somebody eieo
to turn up in his place and in his name.
If i~e hiad mnade up his mind not to turn
up, lie would not 'bother about the ship or
the owners. Hle simaply would not have
turned up, and the owners would have got
sotucimody else, as they did on other occa-
sions . The fact remains that a man named
Mfouney turned uip and went away on the
boat, and stopped away, and came back on.
the Trsova," and signed for the money as
having earned it. What reason would any-
body have for signing on in Mooney's name
aid gointg away on a trip to the other side
of the world in Mooney's name 9

Mir. Manin - Have you not known
shearers to do that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
Mr. Mann :Have you not known a

shear1er! to take another man's stand?

'rhte MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
was no reason for it here. If it could ho
shown that Mlooney tried to sail the job, to
somebody for a fiver, or for some money,
if it could be shown that there was some-
thing to be made out of it, then there
woiuld he some reason for assuming that
popsibly this mnight have occurred. But
there is no reason whatever to assume that
-mooney was in a position to make any
ioney :as suggested. The only reasonable
thing to believe is that the man whom Mr.
Jarman saw sign on went away, did his job
and camne back to Fremantle. If be camne
back on the "Orsova"l he could not have
been in the hotel on the Sunday, for she

did not arrive until a couple of days or so
later. We know that Mlooney did come back
in her. If he did not, if he was in the State
all the time, surely we have in the police
force sufficiently smart men to prove it.
We have no evidence that Mooney was not
on the "Orsova." There is no record of his
having been anywhere else, Nothing has
ever been brought forward to break down
that important fact. Laibert was dismissed,
not because he made a mistake, but because
he did not take sufficient care to verify
what he believed to he the truth. A man
who, without making suifficient inquiry, can
swear another mian into gaol, ought not to
remain in the force.

Mr. Teeadale: Would not disrating have
sufficed?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know whether the hon. member would
agree to that if a policeman wrongfully put
him in gaol for six weeks.

Mr. Teesdale: Worse cases than that have
been met by mere disrating.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
that is not so. Since taking charge of the
police force I have been astounded at the
leniency shown by the Commissioner to
officers guilty of mistakes and miscondut'.

Mr. Teesdale: Your astonishment did not
influence you in being severe in this instance,
I suppose.

The Premier: It is not the Minister, but
the Commissioner of Police. And if the
Government had reversed the Commission-
er's decision, we would have been attacked
for exercising political influence in the mat-
ter.

The M1INISTER FOR JUSTrCE:, We
were attacked. We are always wrong, un
any case. I did not interfere With the
Commissioner in regard to this. In writing
he said that in all his 35S years' experience
he had never known such a case.

Mr. Mann: I can tell him of several.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
prepared to believe the Commissioner when
hie makes a definite statement like that in
writing. It was not that a mistake should
have been made, but that an officer should
not have attempted to verify his own
belief. Lambert was most casual about the
whole thing.

Mr. Mann: Can you explain why Mooney
did not mention the "Orsova"' v-nf' 'Eter he
was, discharged from prisong
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The INISTER FOR JUSTICE: Why
the whole of the hon. member's case was
based on the fact that Mooney, on the way
to the gaol, said be had a discharge froni
the "Ursoval! The hon. member said that
was the one material fact that could not be
broken down,. that Mooney said he had a
discharge from the "OrsovaaY

Mr. M,%ann: But that was, three days after
lie was discharged from prison.

The MflNTSTER FOR JUSTICE:
MNooney when in gaol said he protested to
the gaoler.

Mfr. 'Mann: No, he said he did not. Read
the file.

The IMINISTE-R FOR JUSTICE: When
.Nooney caine out of gaol lie was suffering

fona sense of injustiee. and so he went
to a solicitor. That did not look as
if he were putting up a joke. He would
not have done that had lie been guilty. 'He
would have said, "Well, they have got me;
T have served my' timie, and I had better
go quietly." But Mfooney went to his sol-
icitor, told him that he had been wrongfully
imprisoned, and asked what the solicitor
could do. 'Mr. Lane, the solicitor, wrote to
the department and endeavoured to secure
compensation. Lambet Also took legal ad-
"ice, consulting M1r. Walter Dwyer. M r.
Dwycr wrote to the department, practically
admitting that Lambert had blundered, and
intimitinw, that he was sure that Lambert
would have no objection to making apologies
to Mooney for the injury he had done him.

Mr. 'Mann: But you know that Dwyer
acted without Lanibert's consent.

The iW1NYIS'TER FOR JUSTICE: 1 do
not believe it. I know something of 'Mr.
Dwyer's caution. I know that he would
not make a s;tatem~ent prejndieing his client
without his client's permission.

Mfr. 'Mann: 'Mr. Thryer will say that himi-
self.

The M1INISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
strange that the hon. member at this stage
should say that of 3fr. Dwyer.

-Mr. M1ann: He will say also what caused
him to say it.

The INNISTER FOR JUSTICE: When
Mr. Dwy'er's letter was received, the matter
came before me. At that stage the Com-
missioner recommended the dismissal of
Lambert. not for his mistake, hut because of
his, neglect to verify his belief.

Mr. Mann:- He was 12 years in the ser-
vice, yet he did nothing of the sort hefore.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: [_
not say that. I have a file proving th4
be made a serious mistake once before. E
was asked to make inquiries and he mac
themn in so perfunctory a manner that h'
cause a man said that one Duncan Stewa
went to England, Lambert "'rote in and sai
that Andrew" Stewart went to England. F
after-wards admitted that hip had made a
tinfortunate hlundei.

Mr. Teesdale- Youi admit that he sai
he was wrong.

The M,%INISTER,- FORl JUSTICE: Ye
after lie was proved to be wrong. He wi
not say hie was wrong on this occasion unt
it is proved against him.

Mr. Mann: The -Minister is not fair.

T]he MYISTE it FOR ItUOSTTCE: ; doii
know that you are, either. When the letti
carte front Mr. Dwyer, together with ti
definite recommendation of the Comnmi
sioner, I applroved of Lambert's dismissr
I have never seen, Lambhert to my kno%%Iledg
nor have I ever had anything to do -wil
Mlooney. On the facts placed before u

had no option to carrying out the Coil
iulslone:'S recoium1)endation that Lambe
1w disnmis:d. When I signed the pape
for the dismissal I said, "This man may n
be entitled to long service leave, but we
not want to do anything against It
interests, so hie may hove long se
vice leave an.l be paid for it
This shows I was rather prejudiced in f a
our of Lamknlicit, because I gave him som
thing lo which he was not, entitled. N.\o ni
can say, I wanted to do him an injuiry.
took the charitable view that T thoughit I
had made a mistake and mnade every' po
sible allowance for him. I could not se
however, that I had sufficient warrant
ilinister for disagreeing with what (he Cor
mtssioner of Police -recommended to t. Tl
Police Association then asked for an ii
quiry. I said to them, "If you can bret
down any of the facts as they appear
die file and give mie some tangible reas(
for granting y'our request I shall be on
too pleased to do so." I Asked them f4
some facts on which I could lay my ban
If they had produced one fact to cause n
to regard it as fresh evidence T would ha'
Agreed to an inquiry. I could not get ai
such evidence. There was nothing el
for it but to allow the dismissal to stan
The Assoriation then approached the Pr
mier, and said, they had additional eviden
to shbow that an inqnirv was Warranted. T9
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Premier bad no desire to interfere with
my action, but said that if additional evi-
dence was forthcoming 1 would agree to an
inquiry. They could not show that Mooney
was in the State when he was supposed to
be out of it. I told them again I was sym-
pathefic, but nothing was b~rought; forward,
and there the matter remained until the
member for Perth moved this motion. A
member of another place called for the
papcrs to be laid on the Table. After being
there for some time, and presumably after
being perused by the bon. member in ques-
tiou, no action was -taken. The matter was
allowed to stand over for weeks, until, at'
this late hour of the session, after the Pre-
mier had, moved that Government business
shoufld take precedence over other business,
this motion comes forward. The Govern-
ment are quite prepared to allow a full dis-
cussion so that the whole facts may be
brought before members. I do not wish to
dodge any responsibility. I should be
pleased if at tis stage someone could bring
forward evidence that would break down
wvhat appears on the file, something that
would show that Mooney was in the State
at the time.

Mr. Latham: We cannot do that here.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTI CE:. Surely

in the six months that have intervened since
the affair someone in the Police Force, which
is supIposed to be seething with discontent
over tite matter, could have brought to light
further facts on the matter if they had, been
available. If I could be shifted in this
matter I should he quite pleased. Lambert
says thatl'Mooney denied the whole business,
but he did iiot bother to make inquiries. if
when Mooney came before the magistrate,
after his persistent denials, Lambert had
raised a doubt in the mind of the magistrate,
and suggested that if the matter were
brought before the court the doubt would
he settled, Mooney would never have been
sent to gatol. That is one of the points in
which Lambert does not stand out in a fav-
ourable light. He told the magistrate as
well As Sergeant Cassidy that he was posi-
tive about Mooney being the man. He was
so positive he did- not bother to make in-
quiries. The only inquiry be is shown to
have made is that he casually rang up on
the telephone about a different boat from
that on which Mooney actually returned.
Mooney denied to Lambert in front of
Stewart that he was the man, and said he
had a discharge from the "Anstralplain."

Hle showed the discharge to Lambert, who
took no notice of it. I can understand a
policeman taking little notice of a man who
is intoxicated, hut at the police station
Mlooney had his discharge upon him, and
handed it in as part of his property to-
gether with his seaman'~s book. Lambert
could then have made an inquiry to ascer-
tain if Mlooney was the man. It is not
likely that at this psychological moment
somebody else could have appeared on the
scene representing himself to be Mooney, or
that someone other than Mlooney could have
shipped on the "Austr-alplain" as Mooney.
If it bad been a ease of murder or burglary
ad of a frame-up being brought about,

there might have been some excuse for the
situ ation that arose, it was not a case of
impersonation, and there was no reason for
Lamabert's action. The only reason Lambert
gave was that Mlooney was identical with a
man who had given his name as Martin
some time before. Mooney, however, strenu-
ously denied the charge. The gravamen of
the charge against Lambert is that hie
neglected on every occasion to satisfy him-
self that the two men were identical. It is
not because Lamibert made a mistake, but
because he did not verify his suspicions,
that he got into trouble. McNeill says
Mlooney had his discharge from the "Aus-
tralplain/' that he saw it, and, that it was
shown to Lambert. There is no denying
the fact, because the property book showed
it was handed in with the seaman's book.

Mr. Mann: One dated 1916.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No-

thing of the kind.
The Premier: The suggestion is that it

was an old discharge, but there is no proof
of that. The hon. member cannot prove it.

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: He
does not want to prove it.

The Premier: He did not bring forward
any evidence to show there was no discharge.

'Mr. Mann: The Minister should not say
that.

Mr. Hughes: All he did was to call the
mnan a liar.

Mr. Mann: McNeill was the only man
who saw it.

The Premier: Ie dues not say so on the
file.

Mir. Mann: He said the date looked like
1916.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTTCE: He
said it was rather dirty and seemed to he
dated 1916, but ha was not sure. The mia-
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terinl fact which bears out what Mooney
said is that it was an "Austraplain" dis-
charge.

Mr, Teesdale: Did anyone look at the
discharge in daylig-htI Where is it now?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: God
only knows. I suppose it is in Mooney's
possession. It has not been seen since. Any-
bow, even it he had lost the discharge the
material fact, so far as it can be borne out,
is that he actually signed on for the "Aus-
tralplin." It cannot be suggested that he
Jpersuaded someone else to sign on in his
place.

.Air. Teesdale: He did it on t-wo other
oceasions according to the evidence.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: When
he did not turn uip he did not ask someonle
else to go in his place. He got drunk, and
wrent away without bothering about any-
thing.

Mr. Mann: How do you know whether hie
did or did not?

The IMINISTER FOE JUSTICE: Is it
to be supposed that someone else turned up
and claimed to be Mooney, went away on
the "Austraiplain," and returned under the
name of Mfooney?7 What reason could any
man have for assuingnc a wrong name under
those conditions? If Mooney had not turned
up all that another man had to do would
be to say that he was a trimmer:. and that
he would go in Mfoonejs place. He would
then have signed the -articles in his own name.
People do not like Assuming a wronig twine
when there is no necessity for it- The man
who did go away had no reason for taking
Mooney's amne. The material point i-z
whether )!(ooney returned on the "Orsova"
or nut- All the evidence I can get shows
that hie did return on that v-essel. We have
a certificate to show that a man named
Mooney eamne hack on her. No matter how
snre Latoberi was a-% to the identity of
Mooney, if he had made inquiry at the ship-
p.in., office he would have learned mufficient
not to hare had Mlooney put into qaoll. Thant
is where he made the mistake. He did not
take any steps to verify the whole thing. T
do not desire to imnpugn the statements made
by the member for Perth, hut I do think that
the assertion he made regarding Jarmnan tell-
ing Lambert that a man named Paddy had
4eserted from two boats and that he should
keep a look-out for him, is a bit too thin for
me. I do not know why Jar-man should say
to Lambert that there was a man off a boat

who was giving them trouble. I should
think that he would say to Liambert that
there was a man named 2iooney and that
be should look out for him. If Lambert
had taken notice of what Jarnan had told
him-and it was his duty to do so as a mema-
ber of the police force--he would have taken
notice of the coiplaint and got to know
Moonecy. Then if he had seen Nlooney in
the hotel he would have known him by- name.
in that case Mooney could not have given the
name of MNartin because Lambert would have
said to him, "Your name is Paddy Mlooney."
On the other hand, Lambert says lie did not
know whether the man's nanie w'as Mooney
or Martin. le says he accepted the state-
ment as beingm correct. In any case, this
particular main is not the only mian who has
given a wrong name and has not since been
traced.

LJr. M1ann: The other murn is in Fremantle
now.

The Mi1NISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
hon. member knows more than anyone else.
It is wonderful what information he gets.

Mr, Latham: He gave enough information
to mak-e me decide to vote in favour of an
inquiry.

Hon. S. W1. Munsie: And if he had simply
moved the motion and said nothing you
would have done just the same.

Mr. Latham: I would not have done so.
The Minister for Agriculture: You are

notorious for doing that.
The Premier: You arc the easiest man to

eonvince if you want to he convinced.
Yr. Teesdale: This is a party business.

There is no question about that.
The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do

not know that there is any necessity for it
being made a party husiness.

M1r' Teesdale: Give your members penmis-
sion to do as theyv like.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
SO.

Mr.' SPEAKER: Order!
The Premnier: Not onl%, will theyv have

that permission, hut we will1 move for a
commission ourselves. There is no opposi-
tion to an inquiry nor is there anything to
hide.

'.%r. Teesd ale: Well, let them vote for it.
The Premier: We will do it if only to dis-

prove some of the miserable insinuations
ninde hy members of the Police Association.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I was
about to say that I would give members a

2883



2884 ~[ASS5EMBLtY.]

free band to vote as they desire. While the
position of Lambert has been stressed, I
have alway* s said that I was sympathetic and
I have done nothing that may be construed
as being against him. I endorsed the recom-
mendation of the Commissioner, but I have
shown leniency towards the constable. While
it is stated that ILainbert was unfortunate
in 1'eing dismissed within a few mllonths of the
time when lie could have received a payment
from the Police Benefit Fund, I consider
it -was a rotten insinulation that wvas made
bsy sonic people at one stage that because
of the tact that the payment fromn the
Police Kejielit Fund would shortly lie

aalLuIamibcrt liad been sacked.
11r. Mann : I have not hoard of that

sn'eesrion.
'The MI1NIST'ER{ FOR JUSCS'tE: It was

I'ia(I a nf repundiated. Although Lamnhert's
jut~ition has been stressed, ]. have to look
to lie position regarding other individuals

aswell. We have2 Mooney, for inistance,
and all 1101121 it is said that hie is oily a
Voal trinimier or seaman, thc inference
I)win:g that lie is not worthy of much eon-
K-dviation, I hare to consider how Mfooney
has beer affected 1) v these events.

Mr. 'lunsion: Every nirn is entitled to
j, :st ice.

The "MINISTER FOR JU STICE: I had
to runtider the unfortunate position of a,
maon who, all through tihe piece, protested
his innocence. He made his protestations
onl niiy' occeasions, hult he was put in gaol.

The Premier: Let uis put ourselves in
Monyiplace and] not always in Lam-

lbcrI' pif
i'li MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The

mnember for Perth said that Mooney bad
his opportunity. Most People Summoned
vinder another name than thcir own and
different front that in which the original
summotns was made out, being positive that
they wvere not guilty of the offence alleged1
mnight lie espeeted to treat the matter with
the samne contempt that Mooney did.

Mr. Hughes: In addition to which he
took the first opportunity he had to estab-
lish hir innocence.

Trhe MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is so. lHe protested when arrested; he
pmleted at the lockup and hie protested in
gaol1. As soon as he was released from
prison Mooney instrilcted a solicitor to do
what hie could to get compensation for the

wri- donle him.

Mr. Thomsoni: .lt is remarkable that if
his discharge was handled at the lockup,
no effort was made to look at thie date.

The 1MINiSTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is why Lambert dunds himself in trouble
to-tn, . Re to id not verify the statement
himself.

The Premier: And hie had the discharge.
The MINISTER FOE JUSTICE: Ye~s,

he handled it.
-Ar. Thomison: Did net t hey take anyv

inote ot tile discharge at the gaol-?
The! MIN ISTERi FOR JUSTICE : The

dischar,,o had been taken from Mooney.
Mr. lathain: If Mooney protested at the

lockuip, why, did they not look at the -die-
chlarge there?.

The M INISTRt FOR -JUSTI.CE4 : Be-
cause the discharge had been taken away.
It "'as the duty of the man who
comitited him to gaol to verify every
sta tenieni i and examine thie dlischarge to
see whether all the allegations that had
been mnade were correct. I cannot tun-
derstand why, after all these protesta-
dions of innocence by i11looney, unless there
is soinethinig fannyv about the whole thing,

hlisi was not looked into.
rli. Th omson: 'It is a strange thing that

time man at the lockup did not look at the
disc he.

The M]TNrSTRR FOR JUSTICE: But is
it not a stranger thing- that Lambert wooldl
say that lie did nt believe it? He was s;o
sur.- in his own mind that MLkooney was
Martin, thant lie did not bother about look-
ing at ltme discharge and that was, simply
the end of it.

The Premier: A\nd hie had the discharge.
The minisTER FOR JUSTICE : Thie

records show that lie did have it. How-
ever, the question is not whether he had a
discharge or not. It is admitted that het
dlid have one, but the point is that Lambert
did not take steps to verify the statements
made regalrding the dscharge. If Lami-
bert hand looked at the rlischarze and veri-
fied it. it would have been different, lint bie
says that he never looked at the discharge
anfd did not trouible about it. He had madie
limp his mind and lie took noe steps to secuire
verification. Hec acted on the assumption
that he was right. Some six or seven weeks
had elapsed after the original offence, and
that should have made Lambert more care-
ful. Another thing that should have made
him more careful was that hie knew that
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t'e men had iven wrong names. If ant
offence has been committed and a man who
is arrested protests against his arrest and
elatims that he is not the man whose name
waus in the original complaiint, the: arrebi-
lug, constable should make full inquiries
to he sure that the individual was the mani
who was wanted.

Mr. Mann: Every one of the men con-
cerned gave a wrong name or a wrdng
addrtess.

Thle MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
constables should have investigated the
statement of thle men to verify what they
said.

lion. S. W. 'Munsie: And every one of
them did, except Lambert,

Mr. -Mann: You do not know what you
are talking ahoit. What do you wrant to
chip in for9

l1on. S. W. Munsie: I1 know more about
it than yon do, even thowgh you have been
in the police force.

M1r. Mfann: It ill becomes you to chip in.
M1r. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the mem-

ber for Perth to keep quiet.
The "MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Per-

sonally I do not think the case warrants
an inquiry. I ami not prepared to say that
I am anxious to have an inquiiry. It memt-
hers, after they have heard ily statement,
consider an inquiry niecessary they cari
vote for it. Even now after goping througZh
the file and in view of what the member
for Perth has stated, cfobined with the
sogestions he made, I cannot see that
there is sufficient evidence to warrant an
inquiry. Looking back over the whole
business. I cannot discover anything that
would warrant my doing anything other
than was done by the department.

'.%r. Mlann: There is no necessity to vote
on it as the Premier has agreed to an
inquiry.

The MI1NISTER1 FOR JUSTICE : My
duty was to satisfy myself that a prima
facie case had been placed before me to
warrant the endorsement of the recoin-
inendation of the Police Commissioner that
Constable Lambert should he dismissed. I
was not averse to an inquiry, and I suggest
now that members should give me some
rea.iun and some facts to warrant that course
being taken. I told that to the representa-
tives of the Police Association, hut unfor-
tunately they have not been able to sup-
ply any information along the lines I

sugg-est. If there had been some machinery
in eonnection vuith thte department such as
is available in thle ease of mnisconduct,
errors of judgment and so onl, I would have
ordered an iuq iiiry depa rtinientally. There
is no provision for an inquiry in the cir-
eumanees. surrounding this ease.

Mr. Thomson: There is a right of appeal
in the Railway Department.

The lI-NISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is ,o, but the same position does not apply
in the Police Department. If a man is
dismissed from the Public Service
for something for which the regulations
do not provide an inquiry, and someone
has a doubt about the facts, should there be
an inquiry? I have had 50 applications for
inquiries. Itf thle House in its good judg-
ment thinks this matter of sufficient import-
ance to warrant an inquiry, which will cost
perhaps £30 or £40-

Hon. Sir James llitchell: You spent a lot
of money on Royal Commissions last year.

The IIINISTER FOR JUSTICE: But
not on departmental' inquiries. The railway
union have asked me to order an inquiry
regarding promotions as they allege favour-
itisnm. I turned them down at first, but at
last I consider there are sufficient grounds
for an inquiry and it will be granted. If
we granted an inquiry whenever a man was
sacked, everyone who was sacked would want
an iquiry. It is always a good chance.

The Premier: All to nothing.0
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Ye;,

the n has nothing to lose, If I spent
public funds on what I considered was a
useless inquiry, I should be squandering
public money and that would be wrong.

Mr. Mlann: Other men have been dis-
missed during the time you have been in
control and, the Police Association have not
worried yon for an inquiry as on this occa-
sion,

The MKINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This is
a peculiar case. In the other instances there
may have been an inquiry. We had a board
at Fremantle to inquire into the conduct of
a mnn who was alleged to have stolen a few
orangpes. Other inquiries have been granted,
hut in this case the regulations did not pro-
vide for an inquiry. The Commissioner of
Police in the first place and the Minister
in the second place took the responsibility.
I accept the -responsibility for saying that
in imy- judgment the facts warranted the dis-
missal of Lamnbert.
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Mr. Sampson:- For an officer with such a
good record, the puiuishinent seems severe.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
hon. member were imprisoned wrongfully,
he would not trouble much about the record
of the man responsible for his imprison-
ment. We should remember the other party,
and not let our sympathies run away for the
man who happens to have been dismissed.
What attitude would the member for Swan
adopt if a muan were imprisoned wrongfully
and eli the facts demonstrated it and nothing
was donel I could imagine the Opposition
accusing us of having exercised undue len-
iency and of having wantonly and wilfully
deprived somebody of his liberty. I can
imagine the member for Perth criticising us.

Mr. Teesdale: That is not a fair illustra-
tion. No one accuses you of having failed
to give all possible attention to the case,
but there may have been a mistake by some-
one else.

Mr. Mann: That is the point I have
stressed all the time.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
evidence before me did not warrant an in-
quiry.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
there has been much of a mistake.

The Premier: I do not think there is a
shadow of a mistake. Mooney was not the
man.

The MINMISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
given the matter a lot of thought.

Eon. Sir James Mitchell: Are you going
to grant an inquiry?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No;,
I will leave it to the judgment of the House.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Premier
said just now he would grant an inquiry.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If he
likes to do it, well and good.

Mr. Thomson: If the Premier gives an
assurance that he will rant an inquiry, it
will save a lot of discussion.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Premier can
pledge only himself.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If %ve
are to have an inquiry, after my explanation
of the facts-

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We want it all
the more now.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Leader of the Opposition would not be con-
vinced if an angel from Heaven flew down
and told him the facts. He requires a lot

of convincing. If the Premier does not ob-
ject to an inquiry, I do not.

Mr. Thomson: If there had been a court
of appeal, Lambert would have had an in-
quiry.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
M~r. Thomson: And so this is the only

way in which Lambert can get an inquiry.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No; if

anyone had brought to my notice facts that
warranted an inquiry, it would have been
granted. If we have an inquiry it should
be made by Royal Commission so that the
whole of the facts may be adduced.

Mr. Latham: We shall he -satisfied with
that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Wit-
nesses should give their evidence on oath and
he subjected to cross-examination.

Mr. Teesdale: Undoubtedly.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In case

the House dcides to have an inquiry, 1
shall move to amend the motion so that
evidence may be taken on oath and every-
thing done in a satisfactory way. If it can
be proved that Mooney was not where he
was alleged to have been, I shall welcome
the decision. I move an amendment-

That all the wrords after "That'' be struck
out with a view to inserting other words.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The position the
Miniister is placing us in is that we have to
confine our discussion to the retention or
striking out of the words. That is hardly fair.
We should have the right to discuss the
motion as it has been moved and replied to.
f sugg-est that the Minister withdraw his
amendment for the time being.

The Minister for Lands: I would point
out that if the niotion as put is carried, the
words contained in the motion will remain.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.
The Minister for Lands: Then the memher

for Guildford can discuss the whole question.
Mr. SLEEMAN: My intention was to

move to strike out the words "select com-
mittee" and insert "Royal Commission,' and
also to provide that the motion sh~ould cover
the administration of the Police Department.
How do I stand if the amendment is carried?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the words are to
stand that will settle the matter. If the words
are deleted and other words are added those
words may be discussed.

Thu PREMIER: I should like to know if
members will he permitted to discuss the
whole question. The member for Guildford
fears that if the amendment stands he will be
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restricted in his remarks. If it is ruled that
the discussion is not restricted there can be
no objection to the amendment standing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The intention of the
Minister for Justice is to insert the words:
"in the opinion of this House an inquiry
should be held into tile circumstances leading
to the dismaissal from the police force of Con-
stable Lambert." If these words are inserted
the whole subject of Constable Lambert's dis-
missal will be open for discussion.

Mr. Hugh-es: If the amendment is carried,
can any member move for an enlargement of
the scope of the inquiry to cover the whole of
the poliee administration.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment will be-
come the motion and can be dealt with as
such.

Amendment put end passed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE; I1
move--

That the following words be inserted:- I
the opinion of this House an inquiry should be
held into the circumstances leading to the dis.
missal from the police force of Constable Lam-
bert."

RON. W. D. JOHNSON (Gnildford)
[10.49]: 1 regret that the motion has been
amended in this war. I wanted to reason out
as to whether we should go to the expense of
appointing a select committee. The Govern-
ment have nowv stated they want an inquiry.
When the Government agree to an inquiry it
is an extreme attitude for a member to sug-
gest that the police should be denied an in-
quiry that the Minister agrees to give thiem.
We must now vote for an. inquiry. In
my opinion, no case has been mnade oui for
a select committee. I listened to the member
for Perth, and I am prepared lo admit that
I was inclined to agree with himn as to there
being cause and need for a select committee
to inquire. But the mover's case has been
shattered by the Minister. The mover made
two or three points. The first point which
appealed to me was the doubt as to whether
Mooney went away in the "Australplain."
We now have conclusive proof that MXooney
did go away in the "Australiplain."

Mr. Mann: In what way?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am taking the

Minister's word for it. The Minister states
that he has, amongst others, the signature of
Patrick 'Mooney who signed to go away on
the "Australplain," and that the signature of
Patrick 'Mooney who signed to go away on
the "Austral plain" is identical with the sig-

nature of Patrick Mooney who signed the
statement which the mover read as having,
been obtained by Inspector Selilenger.

Mr. Teesdale: The Minister said there
were discrepancies.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I will put [he
hon. member right as to that. The signature
of Patrick Mooney, one of the seamen or
firemen who went away on the "Austral-
plain," is identical with the signature of
Patrick Mlooney who signed the statement
read by the member for Perth as taken by
Inspector Sellenger. But when the "Austral-
pla in" men were repatriated owing to the
sale of the "Austral plain" and] came back on
the "Orsova," there were certain moneys to
be paid to them, and Moone3 on the 5th
May wvent to the shipping office and got hiis
pay and signed for it. The Minister states
that this signature is nearly identical with
the signature of the Patrick Mooney who
signed as going away on the "Australplain."
I have had a look at the signatures, and any-
body who takes the three signatures and com-
pares them can come to no other conclusion
than that the signature of Patrick Mooney
to the statement given to Inspector Sellenger,
and the signature of Patrick Mooney who
went away on the "Anstraiplain," and the
signature of the P. Mooney who
came back on the "Orsova" and got his
money are identical. That is the mover's case.

Mr. Mann: No. My case is that Mooney
never mentioned the "Orsova" until after he
was discharged.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The mover re-
peated over and over again that the "Orsov a"
was in port for seven weeks, and asked over
and over again why Patrick Mooney was not
taken from Cliff-street to the "Orsova" for
the purpose of being identified

Mr. Mann: I ask that now.
Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-

her asked it repeatedly. What he wanted
to prove was that the Mooney who came
back on the "Orsova" was identical with the
Mooney who bad been put in gaol. The hon.
member can have a better guarantee as to
that than by taking him down to get him
identified. The signature of ia man is a bet-
ter guarantee.

Mr. Mann: Do YOU say that the man's
sigrnature is better evidence than getting him
identified by men who knew him on the "Or-
soy a"?I

H~on. W. D. JOHNSON;- The mover asked
f or the man to be taken down to a boat
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amiongst people who might or might not re-
member him.

Air. Aaann: He came back as a passenger
on that boat.

The Mk-inister for Lands: The boat was
lying here for seven weeks.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Suppose for the
sake of argument we admit this was during
the seven weeks, then the only people who
could identify the man would be the stew-
ards. The stewards might not have been
there because of the strike. At that stage
who was to identify the man? There was
nobody there to identify him. Consequently
the oniy proof, and the surest proof, that
we can get is the signatures. Those signa-
tures are oyen for inspection by the member
for Iloebourne (Mir. Teesdale) or anybody
else, The point is that the mover is trying
to protect the constable who neglected to do
that simple thing-going to the shipping
office to find out whether the man did go in
the "Austraiplain," -whether his signature
was there, and whether he came back on the
"Orsoval and signed for his money.

Mir. Mlann: That was never mentioned.
Hon. W. Dh JOH'NSON:- What is the duty

of the police? The constable picks up a
man in the street whose name is not identical
with that of the man wanted. The constable
just assumes that Mooney is Martin. He
picks up MAooney and says to him, "You are
identical with the man who gave his name as
Mlai-tin, and I am going to put you into
gaol?' Mooney protests that a mistake is
being made, but thje constable does not go to
the trouble of investigating the matter.

Mr. Davy: We do niot know that that is
the fact at all.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If the hon. mem-
ber interjecting had attended to his Par-
liamentary duties, he would have known that.
We have been here listening to the debate.

Mr. Davy: We know that this person,
whatever his name is, told some shocking-
lies.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is easy to cast
reflections on a man. I am prepared to
admit that Mfooney was under the impression
he had grot a discharge from the "Orsova."
What Mooney had from the "Orsova"l was
the document that he had signed. He went
to the shipping office on the 5th Mfay, and
received something for which he gave a sig-
nature.

Mr. Mann: Mooney said, "I had a dis-
charge from the 'Ors ova,' and I showed it

to the constable." You know that is not
true.

I-on. W. D. JOHNSON: I am prepared
to admit that if ILooney said that, he made a
mistake.

Mr. D)avy: WhVy not give Lambert a trialI
hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What Mooney

did have was a discharge from the "Austral-
plain," and not a discharge from the "Or-
sova." However, Constable Lam bert bad
ample opportunity of verifying the claim
made by Mooney that he had come back by
the "Orsova." It was the constable's duty
to make inquiries into the point. It was a;
simple matter to do it, When Inspector Sel-
len-ger bad a doubt about the case, he in-
structed Sergeant Cassidy to make in-
quiries. The inspector states that within a
few minutes Sergeant Cassidy had the facts.
Why did not Lambert ascertain them? It
took Sergeant Cassidy only a fewv minutes
to obtain the information. Thus we find
that Patrick Mooney wvent away on the "Aus-
tralplain" and came back on the "Orsova."

Mir, Mann: You are stretching it a bit.
We do not know that, lie said he signed on.

lHon. W. D. JOHNSON: So did the others.
The hon. member assumes that Mooney is
the only one who did not go away on the
boat

The Premier: To assumc that would not be
warranted.

Hon. W. D. JOhTNSON: Of course not.
As soon 'as Inspector Sellinger had a doubt
as to the possibility of a, mistake, he sent
Cassidy to make inq~uiries, and within a few
minutes the Sergeant bad ascertained that
Mooney was not the man.

Mr. Mann: When Mooney came from
prison that was the first time he mentioned
the "Orsova."

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Did not the hon.
member say thlat Mooney produced a dis-
charge and the constable took him to the
light from a lamp in order to look at it?

MAr. Mann: But Mooney did not mention
the "Orsova" then.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Mooney appar-
ently thought it was a discharge from the
U40rsovat" anid I presume that when he dis--
covered that the document was not a dis-
charge he -went to get one.

Mr. Mann: Now you are assuming some-
thing.

Hon. W. D. JOHN'%SON: That is all I can
do because first MVooney claimed that he had
a discharge and then he went to the ship-
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ping- office to ask for one. Even then
I do not think he was entitled to
a discharge because, if he came back es
a passenger, that would not give him
the right to a discharge but merely
the right to obtain anything that was coming
to him and for which he would have to
sign. There is a difference of opinion on
the point regarding that document. I
claim that Lambert could have satisfied
himseLf that hie 'ias wrong if be had made
an inquiry such as Sergeant Cassidy did
later on. If that is the position then Lam-
bert did .1ooney a grievous wrong. He did
not trouble to make the inquiries that
should have been conducted. If Mooney
was a passenger on the "Orsova" he could
not have been here at the time of the alleged
offence and, there was no juatifleation for
his arrest.

MR. TEESDALE (Roehourne) [11.6]:
1 wish to mention a few points that occur
to me. The Mlinister for Justice rather took
exception to my suggestion that the punsh-
meat meted out to Lambert was a bit
severe. He asked me how I would like to
be ))Lt in prison without any justification.
There have been three or four cases in Eng-
land recently where men have been wrong,-
fully an-estcd. In one instance a prominent
man was arrt~ted and subsequently proved
to be innocent; the sergeant was merely dis-
rated, not sacked.

The Premier: It would all depend upon
the circumstances surrounding the case. An
innocent man can find himself in gaol with-
out much blame attaching to the constable.

'Mr. TEESDALE: I admit that. I have
not been influenced by either the Minister
or the member for Perth because I recog-
nise there are serious discrepancies on each
side. I would like to ask hon. members if
it is not a fact that 400 of Lambert's
comrades are of opinion that an in-
justice has been done to the man? We know
that is so, and in the circumstances we
should take heed of the opinion of such a
body of men. If we rant an inquiry, there
will be nothing unfair or derogatory so far
as the 'Minister or the Commissioner, or
even the Government, are concerned. I do
not think the Minister or the Como-
missioner would desire any man to be
treated unfairly.

MX. HUGHES (East Perth) [11.9] : I
regret the turn that the debate has taken.
The memiber for Perth (M1r. Mann) made a
serious and definite charge against Mooney.
He said that thtu mau had been guilty of a
deliberate falsehood. 1 would like to know
what ground the member for Perth bad for
making such a statement. If that were so,
and as a result of the whole circumstances
a police constable lost his position, there
should he redress for the constable in
the law courts. Surely there is no need
for him to come to Parliament and ask for
an inquiry. If it had been established in
the civil court that iMooney had been guilty
of falsehood, the Government would have
llad to reinstate Lamnbert. The meniher for
P'erth is the last one I would have ex-
pected to some to the House with such a
motion. When there was a motion before
the House to grant an inquiry to a number
of ulen in the force who had suffered grave
injustice, the member for Perth said, "You
can trust the Commissioner. The inquiry is
not asked for by the men or by the public.'"
Yet hie asks for an inquiry without having
been requested by the Police Association to
move for it. In moving- for the select com-
mittee he acted entirely on his own initiative,
He was going around collecting evidence
for the inquiry before the executive of the
Police Association knew he was on the job.
We have his own admission that they did
not trust him, because they thought he was
too closely associated with the Commissioner
and was not the right man to hiandic Lam-
bert's ease. That goes to prove that the
association did not ask him to move for the
inquiry. He did it off his own bat. Al-
thougrh he had been a colleague of theirs
for 20 years and was now in Parliament, the
association did not request him to move for
a select committee. He bucked in on his
own account. The execuitive of the Police
Association were surprised when they found
the member for Perth was doing a bit of
private detective work to build up a ease for
a select oommittee. This is the member who,
when we desired an inquiry into cases of
vietimisation, said an inquiry had not been
asked for by the police. The hon. member
is distrusted by men with whom he worked
for 20 years. He says in effect, "Please
grant us an inquiry because the men with
whom I worked think I am too closely agsoc-
inted with the Minister and with the Cam-
missioner.m Will the House grant an in-
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quiry merely to re-establish the member for
Perth in the eyes of his former colleagues?

Mir. Thomson: No. He asked for an in-
quiry that justice might be done to Con-
stable Lambert.

Mr. Sleemnan: If you give it to one, give
it to the lot. You did not stand up for an
inquiry last year.

)ka. HUGHES: I do not say the hon.
nmeniber's colleagues were justified in dis-
trusting him, but lie himself told us that his
colleagues did not feel they could trust him.
Therefore he asked the House to grant an
inquiry in order to re-establish himself in
the eyes of his former colleagues. The police
know we tried to get an inquiry into the
administration of the department, and had
they wanted a select cormmittee to inquire
into Lambert's case, they would have ap-
proached some member and asked him to
mnove for an inquiry. Here we have an
association or trade union going past the
member for Perth, and while they arc negot-
iating- with the Minister, the member for
Perth interests himself apart from the
executive and goes around collecting evi-
dence with a view to doing something on
his own account. Had I acted other than
at the request of the union when I asked
for a select committee for a railway officer,
the member for Perth would have been the
first to point out that I was butting in. Con-
stable Lambert is a side issue. The inquiry
is one to show the former colleagues of the
member for Perth that be is with them and
against the Commissioner. The Police As-
sociation handled Lambert's ease, and if
they- wanted a further inquiry, they were
well able to ask someone to move for a select
committee. Some members of the executive
were astonished when they learned the mem-
ber for Perth was collecting evidence with
a view to mioving for a select committee. I
believe justice should he done to Lambert
and to other men in the force who have been
badly' treated. It is a bad law that deprives
Mooney of his right of redress. Mooney
was falsely' imprisoned; in spite of his re-
monstrances he had to serve his sentence,
and when he asks for redress, he is told he
can get none unless he can prove malice-
an almost impossible task. Did the member
for Perth ever hear that the officers of the
police force were so satisfied of the circum-
stances that there was a proposal to raise
compensation for M1%ooney and save Lambert
from getting the sack?

Mr. Ann: No.
Air. HUGHES: Then I suggest that the

member for Perth did what he accused In-
spector Sellenger of doing-he inquired
where it best suited him. When he could
have got information that would have suited
Mooney, he turned on the other track. It
is common talk that the Police force took
the view, "Here is one of our mates in
trouble and likely to be dismissed and lose
the benefit of his service. Even if he is at
fault, 'ye shall do our best to save him from
the penalty of dismissal." That is what any
body of men would do.

The Premier: That is the natural thing
to do. The first idea was that the penalty
was too severe; not that Lambert did not
make a mistake.

Mr. HUGHES: That Lambert had made
a mistake was an aftertmouglt

The Premier: That is so.
Mir. HUGHES: It was common talk that

Mooney had been wrongfully imprisoned
and that if he pushed his case to the ex-
treme, Lambert would be severely dealt
with. Then it was that this other proposal
was made.

AMr. Richardson: Cat you prove that?
Mr. HUJGHE-S: Does the hon. member

doubt my -wordl
Mr. Richardson: Have you proof of

that?
Mr. HUGHES: I give you my wvord for

it.
Mr. Richardson: Have you the proof?
Mr. HUGHES: The proof will be there

at the right time.
Mr. Richardson: Put it up now.
Mr. Lathanm: If that is so there is all the

more reason why- an inquiry should be held.
Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and keep Mooney

here for three or fonr months and cause
him to spend hundreds of pounds in de-
fending himself. What will happen if hie
gets a verdict?

The Premier: He will go and get a ship.
Mr. HUGHES: Yes, in order to pay his

expenses. I wonder some consideration was
not. given to Mooney when he was protesting
that he was not the man.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: He is only a fire-
man, Of course.

The Premier: The constable says that.
Mr. HTJGHES: It looks like that.
Mr. Mann: Which constable said that?
The Premier: Sergeant Cassidy.
1%1r. Teesdale: Advertise it well. It makes

us all so friendly. He is only a seaman!
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The Premier: That is what the sergeant
said.

Mr. Davy: What has the sergeant to do
with this unfortunate J,amhprt9

The Premier: What about the unfor-
tunate 3iooaey? You will make a martyr
of Lambert directly. Tihe uinfortunate man
is the one who weal to gaol.

Mr. Davy: I do not know whether it is
worse to go to gaol for seven days or to
lose your job.

The Minister for Works: Which would
you prefer?

Mr. Davy: I would prefer to go to gaol
rather than starve for the rest of my life.

Mr. HUGHES: What nonsense to talk
about Lambert starving for the rest of his
life. Is Lambert such a poor individual that
be will sit down and starve. lie is not so
poor a type as that. He will battle along
just as any other man would do. The memi-
her for Gluildford (Ron. W. 1). Johnson)
has answered completely the statement of
the member for Perth. It would he strange
if Mooney had arranged to, take the "Aus-
tralplaun," and that another man should take
biis. place for three months in order that
Mooney might get a drink ait a hotel oil a
Sunday two months later. That is more
absurd than the Jacobsen case. If Mooney
did not go away on the "Anstralplain,"
where is the other MHooney who came back
on the "Orsova"? Has he vanished in
smoke? I1 know that certain officers, who
were not so sure as the member for Perth
("Mr. Mann) that Lambert has been so un-
justly dealt with, arc anxious to help him.
They would, if they could, minimise the ex-
tent of the penalty. And yet all these offi-
cers are not able to produce any trace of
the actual Patrick Mooney. They cannot
say there was a Patrick Mooney who came
back on the "Orsova," but that lie has taken
another ship. Why should the second
Mooney change his name? The member for
Perth has not advanced a shred of evidence
to show that there was a second Mfooney.
Nor can he say that during& the three months
that the "Austraiplain" and the "Orsova"
were saiing to and from the old world any-
one in Fremautle came into contact with
this Patrick Mooney. It is said that he is
a well-known identity. Even the shipping
office say his name was mentioned to Lam-
bert becanse they had ha& trouble with him,
Someone must have seen him during that
ftee months if he had been there. The
member for Perth says that the police

should have seized Mlooney and taken him
before the stewards; of the boat. It is a
most impertinent thing to suggest that a
citizen is liable to be taken by a police con-
stable, declared to be someone and paraded
before the boat stewards.

The Minister for Lands: The stewards
might nut have been the same irho made the
trip in question.

Mr. HUGHES:. The same thing could be
applied to members of the civil service and
other people. If that were so, all the police
would have to do would be to say to a man,
"You committed a crime. Prove that you
did not do it."

Mr. North: That is how they treated
Lambert.

Mir. HlUGHES: Lambert had many oppor-
tunities of clearing himself. If Lambert
had givenu Mooney the same consideration
that lie has had, this motion would not have
been moved.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is a rash
statement to make.

Mir. HUGHES: The member for Perth
produced the testimony of two police con-
stables and said, "Here are two police offi-
er who testify to the same thing. That is

conclusive proof that what they say is right."
Mr. Davy: He did not say that.
Mr. HUGHES: That is what it amounted

to.
Mr. Davy: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. HUGHES: He said that McNeill's

statement corroborated what the other man
had said.

The Premier: He put it forward as direct
evidence of that.

lion. Sir James 'Mitchell: It is good evi-
dence.

The Premier: He refused to accept the
evidence of higher officers of the police oa
the point. He turned down the evidence he
did not want, and looked to the evidence he
did want.

Mr. HUGHES: To show the value that
may in some eases be placed on the
corroborative evidence of two police offil-
cers T will quote a personal incident. Dur-
ing the conscription campaign in this State
two police officers signed a statement that
I had delivered a certain speech on the
Esplanadfe on a certain Sunday. They had
two typewritten sheets alleged to contain
the speech, and they swore to the contents.
They were members of the detective force.
They put forward those two sheets as the
speech T had delivered.
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11r. Mann: Where dlid they swear to the
speech ?

Mr. BUGHEIS: I will state where they
read it to mne. ft may not have been sworn
to, buit they---

Opposition Members: Ab I
Mr. Richardson: That is the difference.
Mlr, HUGHIES: Then it is quite all right

for a policemian to sign a false statement
provided lie does not make it on oath? Is
that what members opposite are trying to
puit over Constable M,%eNeill, that McNeill
will sign a statement which is untrue pro-
vided it is not made on oathV

The Premier: So long as he does not
swear to it!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know Constable
Mcecill, hut I think the member for Perth
is doing him an injutice in that respect.
There was the speech, two sheets of fools-
cap telling thu right sort of stuff to get a
man a couple of years under the War Pre-
cautions Act. There was only one thing
wrong with the statemeiit, aii that was
that I was not in Perth on the date alleged.

Air. Davy: Is that statement made to
indicate that the police generally are in the
habit of telling lies?

Mr. HUGHES: I m talking no"- of the
value of police evidence. I urn nut saying
that Lambert and MciNeill did what used
to he done in the police force. However,
[ anm stating a case within my own personal
knowledige to show that one cannot rely
absolutely on the evidence of police officers.

Mr. Davy: Of course not. Police officers
are only human.

iAlt HUGHES: To show the credibility
of those Nio pollee witnesses, I will men-
Lion that one of them slipped away from
here when there was a warrant out for his
arrest on a charge of compounding- a felony
and another warrant for wife desertion,
and that later on lie committed suicide in
Sy' dney, and that the other witness was
dismissed fromn the police force for
attempted hlackmail. Although the two
police officers signed the statement, I do
not think they drafted it. I have always
looked upon them as two unfortunate tools
iii the hands of somebody else.

Mr. SPEAKER3: I cannot allow the hon.
member to proceed further with that.

M1r. IIU01IES: Then I will leave the
na tter.

'Mr. R. B. Johnston: We want to know
whose speech it wats they gave.

Mr. HUGHES : I1 cannot go on with
that. The Speaker has ruled that I must
not proceed further on those lines. I an'
not averse from g-iving, Mr. Lambert an
inquiry. I have spoken here frequently
in favour of a full investigation into the
Police Department. The statement of the
member for Perth has doubly convinced
me of the need for such an investigation.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Would you give
Sergeant Johnston an inquiry?

Mr. HUGH1ES: Certainly.
The Premier: An inquiry to reveal how

be got the job? The result would not be
too satisfactory.

Mr, HUGHES , 1 wouild also give au
inquiry to the woman he rode his horse
over, galloped his horse over.

The Premier-. I would not advise the
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. R. B.
Johnston) to look for an inquiry fm1
Sergeant John1ston.

Ron. Sir James M11itchell- I think Ser-
geant Johnston a very decent man.

The Minister for Mines : You never
made a mistaker

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: You never did
anything else. It was a mistake when you
wecrc born. You are a living mistake.

Mr. LLUGHES: I am doubly convine-d
now that an inquiry into the Police De-
partmtent is urgently needed. Here we
hare the member for Perth telling us that
certain police officers made certain 5ai-
quiries in connection with the Lambmert
case, and that when they did not get the
informAtion they wanted, they stopped.

The Premier : And they were highly
placed officers, too.

1l4Ir. HUGHES: Surely, if an officer of
the Polite Department investigating the
conduct of a juuior is guilty of such con-
duct, he should be expelled from the foree.
if only in justice to the men under him.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What has this
to do with the Mooney case?

Mr. HUGHES: The statement in ques-
tion, coming from an hon. member who has

been associated with the police force for a
long time and had] a distinguished career
in it. would convince me, even if I knew
nothing else, that the time was ripe for
a thorough investigation into the Ynethodq
of the Police Department. The Comomis-
sioner of Police is the responsible head of

that department. The sn~eech of *1w- mem-
ber for 'Perth was, interspersed with words
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indicating that the Commissioner gave his
officers a fair trial. If tho Commissioner
did not give Lambert a fair trial, he has
no rizht to be there. If Lambert has been
grossly victimised by the chief of the
Police Department, the Commissioner of
Police should get, his walking ticket. We
now have strongrer grounds than ever for
a thorough overhaul of the Police Depart-
ment and its methods. Here the Commis-
sioner of Police is charged by the membei
for Perth, inferentially, with doing an in-
justice to Lambert and not giving him a.
fair deal. Other highly placed police
officers are charged by the member for
Perth with having desisted from their in-
quiries when they did not get the right sort
of information, If they would be gnilty
of such conduct towards a colleague, they
would naturally purstue the same tactics in
endeavouring to secure convictions against
men whom they considered to he criminals.
In view of the statements of the member
for Perth I am inelir.ed to believe a num-
ber of statements which have recently
been made to me as to the tactics adopted
by the p~olice to get convictions

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is not
fair.

Mr. HUGHES : What other inference
can be drawn from the statements of the
member for Perth?

H1on. Sir James Mitchell: He did nut
accuse all and sundry.

Mr. HIUGHES: He said that when the
officers did not get the information they
sought, they proceeded no further.

Mr. Richardson: Hns the M.%inister a say
in tbe matter?

Mr. HUGH ES: Should the Minister go
down to Fremantle wharf and conduct the
investigration ? That is the job of the police.

Mr. Richardson: The Minister is respon-
sible.

Mr. HUGHES: What would the hon. mem-
ber say if the Minister put thE Commissioner
of Police aside in the matter of this comn-
plaint relative to Lambert?

M.r. Richardson: He should have done so.
He is in charge.

Mr. HUGHES: He is not iii charge in that
sense.

M17r. Richardson:- Yes, he is.
*The-Premier: You do not know what you

are talking about. 'Read the Police Act and
see whether the Mfinister is in charge.

Mr. HUGHES: Is it seriously contended
that when a complainut is laid against a junior
officer of the Police Department the Minister
for Justice should conduct the inquiry, tak-
ing the job out of the Commi-ssioner's hands?

M1r. Richardson: The Minister has had
oim or two deputations.

2Nr. 11UGHES: There would be no neted
for the Commissioner it the Minister did
that. It is true the Minister had deputations,
but those deputations did not ask any mem-
her to move for a select committee of in-
{j~ir 'y. They had their eases, in hand, and
they (lid not ask any member to go to ibis
House and move for a select committee.
W~hat would have been said if I had gone
rmund, sought inforimation and subsequently
moved for a select commnittee ? I would have
been asked why I had interfered with the
work of the Police Association.

Mr. LDavr:- Did the Police Association ask
you to move for a Royal Commission?

Mr. HUGHES: No.
Mfr. Richardson : Then what are you talkc-

ing" about?
Mr. HUGHIES: I did no move for a

Royal Coimmission. The memher for West
Perth is ill-informed.

IMr. Davy: Were you asked to move for
a select committee ?

.Mr. HUOHES: Certain members of the
police force asked me to move for a select
committee but it was for a general inquiry.

li-on. Sir James )Mitchell: W~hat were the
inmes of the policemen?

Mr. HUG1l E1: Tlhe 'v were some of time
men yon victimised becaulse they were not
of the rig-ht political colour.

I-Ion. Sir James NMitehell: Nonsense
Mr. HUIGHES: When feeling was run-

ning highb, these in had the boot put into
them Iroperly because they were not of the
right political colour.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: YoK should be
ashamed to say that.

M1r. Teesdale: Is the member for East
Perth in order, 'Mr. Speaker, in imputing
motives to certain hon. mnembers I

Mr. SPEAKER : I did not notice that the
ietber for East Perth did so.

lon. Sir .Janies 11itchell : I suppose he re-
ferred to me-, I do not know.

Mr. SPEAKER : If the hion. member does
not know. no0 one else knows.

11r. Teesdale: The member for Eat Perth
";poke di-recly it the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and said that hie had crucified men or
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put the hoot in because of their political
op3inlions.

AMr. SPEAKER: -If the hon. member used
those words as a reflection upon the Leader
of the Opposition, hie was out of order and
must withdraw.

Mr. H-UGORES: I did not use those words
in reference to the Leader of the Opposition,
I was addressing the Chair.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member could
not hare addressed the Chair in such lan-
guage, imputing such things to the Chair.

Mr. Teesdale:- The member for *Ea,t
Perth falls in badly.

Mr. SPEAKER:- If the hon. member made
use of those expressions in reference to any
member of this Chamber, he must with-
draw.

AMr, HUGH-ES: Under those conditions, I
have no occasion to withdraw. I did not use
thiem in reference to any particular member.

Mr. SPEAKER: In that event, the hon,
member need not withdraw them.

M1r. HUGHES: Certain members of the
police force were vietimised by the depart-
meal.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: By whomI
Mr. HUGHES: By whoever was in charge

of the department, Having investigated the
question, I considered it my duty to have a
complete inquiry eonrludled into the adminis-
tration of the Police Department.

Mr. Sleeman: A majority of the House
did not think so.

AMr. HUGHES: The facts available war-
ranted me in asking for it.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon.
member is getting wide of the subject,
apart altogether from any personal re-
flections upon any member of the House.
The words proposed to bie inserted are -In
the opinion of this House an inquiry should
be held into the icircumustances leading to the
dismissal from the police force of Constable
Lambert." The member for East Perth must
confine himself to that question.

Mr. HUGHES: I intend to move to
amend the amendment by making ihe inquiry
one into the administration of the Police De-
partmient.

Mr. SPEAKER:- The bon. member cannot
do that. It would not be relevant because
the motion deals with a specific subject.

Mir. HUGHEBS: Iu view ot the limitation.
1 would like to see Constable Lambert
granted the inquiry, 'were it not for the fact
that there are others whose circiunstanees

shouild he inquired into. I do not feel justi-
fied in singling out Lamubert for preferential
treatment, if similar consideration is not ex-
tended to other men. If the member for
Perth will move for a full inquiry, I will
suipport the motion. if, however, an inquiry
is made concerning the dismissal of Con-
stable ITimhert, I hope the Mlinister will see
that Mooney's interests are safeguarded by
the Crown Law Department, and I trust
that Mooney will receive adequate compen-
sation for his injuries if it is shown that 'he
was wrongfully imprisoned. He was falsely
imprisoned and he has no redress at law.

Mir. Davy: Why does the law give him
no redress?

Mir. HUGHES: The hon. member knows
that it does' not give him redress. While
members are in the frame of mind to do
justice, I hope justice -will be done to
Mooney.

Mr. Teesdale: Are there other cases where
men have been dismissed in similar circum-
stances

Mr. HUGHES: Other men have been vie-
timised.

Mr. Teesdale: But not dismissed?
Mr. HUGHES: It is only a matter of

degree. If a man is kept in the back coun-
try and loses his p~romotionI, he should be
entitled to redress. If we give Lambert an
inquiry and deny an inquiry to the other
men, we shall be doing an injustice to them.

Mr. Teesdlale: Have those other men of
yours tried to get an inquiry through the
proper channel!9

Mir. HUGHES: This House refused them
an inquiry by negativing- the motion for a
select committee to inquire into the admin-
istration of the department. Consequently,
the Government had no rig-ht to institute an
inquiry.

Mr. Richardson: Why refuse Lambert an
inquiry because of the others?

'Mr. HUGHES: Why refuse the others an
inquiry? When an opportunity offers to get
a thorough investigation into the Police De-
p'artment, I shall he here to give my vote,
especially after the serious statements made
by the member for Perth.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) F11l.531: If we
had had a thorough inquiry into the admin-
istration of the Police Department, it would
not hate altered the situation regarding the
necessity or otherwise for inquiring into the
dismissal of Constable Lambert,. All that
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has been asked is that the dismissal of Con-
stable Lamnbert be inquired into, and it seems
to me a good case has been made out for an
inqoiry. It is a great pity that anyone
should have imputed motives to the Gov-
ernmxent, the heads of the Police Department
or anyone else. Personal motives should not
have been introduced. I suggest thast the
Minister for- Justice should forget that any-
thing of the sort has happened. The manner
in wvhich the member for Perth presented his
case has nothing, to do with the argument.
One stick used to beat the argument is that
the member for Perth, in presenting the
case, suggested that the police went to Fre-
mantle, made some investigation and did not
proceed with it because it did not suit them.
I heard the renmark made, and I think the
member for Perth misplaced his words, but
be subsequently made it quite clear that what
he had said was not said with the intention
of casting a reflection on any member of the
police force. The House should be pre-
pared to accept his statement. If we are
going- to preserve any spirit of friendship,
we should accept a retraction if retraction
was necessary.

The Minister for Lands: It is like knock-
ing a min down and then savinz you arc
sorry.

Mr. DAVY: It is not like knocking a man
down if one makes a statement and then
withdraws it entirely.

The Minister for Lands: It was not with-
drawn.

.r. DAVY: It was withdrawn. The hon.
member did not mean to say anything reflect-
ing on anyone.

The Minister for Lands: If he did not in-
tend to. he did say it.

Mr. DAVY: He did not intend it, but
even if he had meant it and had adhered to
it, what has that to do with Laxnbertl?

The Minister for Lands: It is like knock-
inT a mn down and saig you are sorr. 

Mr. DAVY: But what has that to do
with justice to Lambertt If Lambert
deser-es an inquiry, is he to lose it because
the member presenting the case has used in
this House an expression offensive or other-
wise! 'Members must get that out of their
minds.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
have not opposed an inquiry.

Mr. DAVY: The Government have not al-
ways succeeded in getting effect given to
their will, and a number of members on the

Gov ernment sidea have spoken vigorously
against an inquiry.

Mr. Sleeman: Not against an inquiry into
the department generally.

Mr. DAVY: The hon. member has stren-
uously opposed an inquiry into Lambert's
case. It is entirely irrelevant whether
Mooney was the right or the wrong man.
Lambert might quite reasonably have been
dismissed if Mooney had been the right man,
anid he might have been most unreasonably
dismissed if Mooney had been the wrong
'nan. I cannot imagine any member at-
temp)tinlg to maintain that if the wrong man
were arrested, the constable must automatic-
ally be dismissed from the service. That
would be a cruel and dreadful doctrine.

The Premier: It would depend ulion the
circumstances.

Mr. DAVY: It must depend upon the cir-
cumstances entirely, and the question we

have to decide is whether Lambert acted

reasonably in arresting this man. There is
a doubt as to whether Mfooney was

the right man or not. it ; . by no means
clear that Mooney was the wrong man. As-
suming- that he was the right man, we k-now
that the initiation of the series of acts lead-
ing up to the dismissal of Lambert was in-
volved in an incorrect statement. The in-
quiry started on the l)asis that Mooney had

produnced to Lambert a discharge which
wvould have proved conclusively, if it was
looked at, that Mooney was not the man.
We know the discharge was not produced

to Lambert. The M Ninister admits that.

The Minister for Justice: No.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, be does. The statement
which started the whole thing and upon
which the dismissal took place, was that of
Mooney which showed he had produced to
Lambert a discharge f rom the "Orsova." I
have a statement signed by Mooney that he
was discharged from the "Orsova" some days
after the event is alleged to have hap~pened.

The Minister for Lands: That was on the
return trip. He may have made a mistake.

'Mr. DAVY: I do not say that Mooney de-
liberately made a false statement, but he
made an incorrect statement.

The 'Minister for Lands: He produced his
"Australiplain" discharge.

.Mr. DAVY: Which would have been en-
tirely irrelevant.

The Minister for Justice: No. It was en-
dorsed "return passenger by 'Orsova.'
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The Premier: What if he had a discharge
from the "Aistral plain' at Na pies -

Mr. DAVY: He did not produce a docu-
inent which we now know to have been a
discharge from the "Australplain."

The Minister for Justice: Which would
probably have been endorsed, "Repatriated
from the 'Orsova.' " We do not know that
it was not so.

Mr. DAVY: We do not know that it was
SO.

The Premier: We know that a man who
went by the "Australplain," and left the
boat- at Naples, did conmc back on the
"Orsova."1

Mr. DAVY: That brings us to the question
whether Mooney was the right man or
not. He may have been the wrong man.
That is not conclusive of the situation. It
is admitted that this series of events leading
up) to the dismissal of Lambert was based
on a statement which w'as accepted as cor-
rect, that Mooney produced to Lambert his
discharge from the "Orsova," proving that
he was the wrong- man. We know this state-
ment was incorrect, whether by design or
not.

The M1inister for Justice: We do not
know it.

Mr. DAVY: We do know that no such
diselin-P could have been Produced. If
Mooney did come back to Western Australi a
hie came back as a passenger.

The Minister for Lands: We know he gave
them the "Australplain" discharge to look
at.

Mr. DAVY: How do we know that!
The Minister for Lands: McNeill says so.
Mr. DAVY: Where does that carry us1

The "Australplain" discharge shows that he
left Western Australia a considerable time
before and had been discharged in another
part of the wvorld.

The Mlinister for Lands: It shows that
he could not have been here on the Sunday.

Mr. DAVY: How was the unfortunate
Lambert to calculate that? It is all very well
to he wise after the event. Assuming that
Mooney was the wrong man, there must have
been a considerable resemblance between him
and the right man. 'MeNeill and Lambert
thought he was the right man. No one has
suggested that Lambert had a wicked motive
for arresting the wrong man.

Mr. Hughes: Mlooney ought to be grateful
for the privilege of being imprisoned, one
would think from your remarks.

Mr. Sleeman: Is this the inquiry or an
argument in favour of it?

Mr. DAVY: I am not going into the mat-
ter as an inquiry; I merely want to ensure
that an inquiry is held. Many members
seem to desire to have the inquiry here. All
that is required here is to establish that a
case for an inquiry had been made out. As
the Minister for Justice appears to be in
favour of an inquiry, I hope it will 'be
agreed to and that justice will be done in
this case.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [12.5] : 1
had intended to move an amendment, but
have been ruled out of order. I am sur-
prised at tihe readiness with which the Min-
ister has granted this inquiry on behalf of
Constable Lamnbert. It seems altogether a
reversal of the attitude lie took up
lasot year when wve wanted an inquiry'
into the administration of the police
department. I say without hesitation
that there are men in the force who
have been treated, far worse than Lambert
has, although the Minister refused to grant
an inquiry into their cases. Some of the
men have had lying and malicious state-
ments plnced on their files, but the Minister
has refused to grant them an inquiry.
Others have been suspended from the force
for doing their duty, and put back again
only after they have threatened to take pro-
ceedings. Instances occurred during the
regime of the previous Government in which
hundreds of pounds were paid for certain
services, and which the Auditor General said
was money that had been misappropriated.
All these matters could be gone into if an
inquiry' were held into the general force.
There are in Fremantle numbers of the
force who- have put up suggestions to the
department, which were turned down. When
I asked a question regarding the police force
the file was resurrected, and the suggestion
was nmade on it that the question had been
inspired by the police force. This is one
of the ways in which the boots are put into
the police force. If the 'Minister is not pro-
pared to grant an inquiry into cases that
are far worse than Lambert's, I am not pre-
pared to side with him on this occasion,
especially after what happened last year.
I will vote against the motion. I stand for
.justice to all, not for justice for one section
Only.
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HON. SIR JAMES MTCHELL (Nor-
thumi) [12.8]: 1 am sorry to hear the in-
sinuations or the member for Fremantle
and of the member for East Perth.

Ill. Hughes: It was a direct stlatement.
not an insinuation.

RIon. Sir JAMINES MITCHELL: The bion.
member denied that it "'as a direct state-
menrt when the Speaker questioned him. No
one tail aecuse inc of having raised any ob-
jection to the political views held by any
olin-er in tire service, or concerning the re-
ligious views tit any such officer. We have
now heard the insinuation that money was
paid to members of the police force and
that they misappropriated it. That is alto-
gether wrong. No large amount of money
wami ever Paidl away, and the member for
Frenmantle should not have made such a
statement. 1 rlhe is going ho chiarge any
constable with stealing, hie should make a
direct charge.

Mr. Sleeman: They should not have been
paid, and the statement would not then have
been made. What were the services that
were renderedi

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Mem-
hers of Parliament are privileged to be
here. It is exlrected of them that when they
get her-e they should refrain from making
insinuations against innocenit people.

Mr. Hughes: Now you are trying to
escape.

Hon. Sir JAM~ES MITCHELL: I do not
intend to endeavour to escape. However,
the member for Perth made out a good ease,
and I nierely wish to point out one feature
-the statement made by Air. Mooney to
lusre-tor Selleager. The statement con-
talins the following:-

I told Lambert lie was making a mistake.
a11( that 1 was not the man he wanted, andr
showed him my discharge. That discharge
showed that T was discharged from thc-
''Orsiva'' onl the 5th May last. He read my
discharge, made no remark, but handed it back
to i. When I arrived at the police station
somne time after, I was searched by Police
Constable Stewart, and hald my property taken
from me, including my discharge. I pointed
out to Police Constalel Stewart at the statin',
the date onl my discharge. He looked at it.
hut appeared to take no notice.
The man could not have had a discharge
from the "Orsova," because he did not
get one from the "Orsova." I do not know
why he made that statement. He may have
thought it helped the ease, but really it does
not. However, the Government have agreed
to an inquiry, and T shall leave the matter

there. I do not for a moment believe that
the Government want to do other than justice
to Constable Lambert. As an inquiry has
been promised be the Government, why have
we spent these hour, discussing the mnatter
and accusing- this man and excusing that
one? I should be very sorry to find that
injustice has lbeen done, and if it were to
continue it wvould be a shocking- thing. It
is a ghocking thring if 'Mr. M1ooney has been
committed to inison illegally and wvrongly.
However, mistakes may' happen. I hope that
the Premier will appoint a magistrate to
make the inquirY, aind that the inquiry will
settle the question of who is responsible and
how far either one or the other has contri-
butled to the happening. I really rose to
reply to the insinuations made by two mem-
bers.

Mr. Hughes: %\hy say "insinuations"?
Why not say "the statements which were
made"?~

Hon. Sir .IES MITCHELL: They
were insinuations. I amn indeed pleased that
the Government have decided to grant an
inquiry.

THE PREMIER (Ilon. 1'. Collier-
Boulder) [12.14] H -aving decided so far as
the Go'erment are concerned, that anl in-
quii 'v shall be held, I do not propose to offer
any' further opinions whatsoiever on the
merits of the ease. But I do want to re-
mind the House, and perhaps others outside,
of certain aspects. There appears to be a
tendency in some quarters to make it appear
that the responsibility for the dismissal of
Constable Ianlbert rests entirely with the
M1inister for Justice, or with the Government.
It should not he overlooked that the control
and administration of the police force are
vested in the Commissioner of Police. Be-
fore a Mvinister would be justified in refusing
to endorse a recommendation of the Conmmis-
sioner of Police, he would have to he satis-

fled ~ .thtagave injustice was being done.
Perhaps it is as well to remind the House
nf what the Police Act says-

The Commissioner of Police shall be charged
and vested with the general control and man-
ageinent of the police force of the State, and
also of any special constables who may be ap-
pointed as9 hereinafter provided. The Coinmis-
sincor of Police may from time to time, as he
shall think fit, sagslend and, subject to the ap-
proval of the Minister, remove any non-corn-
nisrioned officer or constable.
And so on. I know very well that if a Mfii-
lster withholds his approval to a recommen-
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dation of an officer in such a responsible
position as the Conimissioner of Police, num-
bers of people will very quickly accuse the
Minister, or the Government of the day, of
being actuiated by political motives. There
is no question about that. On more than
one occasion we have heard it said both in-
side this House and outside it that the olficer
in charge of the police force of this State is
a highly capable and conscientious Juan.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No one has
accused the Minister.

The PRBMAIER: But there Ivan been a ten.
dency to place the whole responsibility upon
the Minister.

Mir. Mann: Not by this side of the House.

The PREMIER: Before I sit down I shall
show that that has been said. The Comimis
sioner of Police, as members know, was most
omphatic and most definite in his recom-
mendation regarding this matter. His re-
commendation contains the following-

Treatment of this kind-
meaning the treatment that Mooney had re-
ceived-
tends to make men rebels against constituted
authority, and I can find no excuse for the
constable. I therefore beg to recommend tho
removal of Constable Lambert from the force
under the provisions of Section 8 of the Police
Act, 1892.

[a the most emphatic and definite terms the
Commissioner of Police recommends the dis-
missal of Constable Lambert. It is quite
possible that an inquiry into this ease would
have been granted weeks ago, or even months
ago. had it not been for the, shiall I say, in-
judicious, stupid, and unfair manner in
which the matter was hiandled by the execu-
tive and by members of the Police Associa-
tion. If the ease bad been handled properly,
and with judgment and discretion, and if
those handling it had been able to show
reasonable grounds for believing in the ex-
istence of a doubt, the position would have
been different. But when statements were
made by members of the police force that
there were political motives behind the dis-
missal of Constable Lambert, that the Sea-
men's Union were responsible for the dis-
missal, the Government could not and would
not gr ant an inquiry merely upon statements
of that kind. I do not know how the mem-
bers of the Police Association elect their
executive, but I do know that some state-
ments made by members of the force are un-
worthy of any man wearing the King's urni-

form. One member of the force said, ac-
cording to the report I have here-

There was more behind the dismissal of
Lambert than was apparent, for the Seamen's
Union was behind it.
A. contemptible thing to say-

Mr. Davy: Even members of this House
have made ridiculous insinuations at times.

The PREMIER; It may be so. That is
a matter of judgment. I know that state-
ments of this kind are unworthy to come from
any member of the Police Association or of
the police force. The newspaper report con-
tained the following statement by another
constable:

I know it is the general feeling of members
that there is more behind the dismissal of
Lambert than is apparent, but when I put that
to the 'Minister during the recent deputation he
denied any other influence.

A voice: Rot!
Another voice: The Seamen's Union is be-

hinid it. Lanmbert is not the only one. We fel-
lows at Premantlu know that, too.

That was the kind of talk that members of
the Police Association indulged in when they
asked for an inquiry! Do they say that the
Commissioner of Police is influenced by the
Seamen's Union? There may be some in
the force miserable enough, and evil-minded
enough, to say that such an action was taken
only because of political motives, although
the iAiinister merely acted on the recommen-
dation of the Comtmissioner. Do they say
that the Commissioner was actuated by those
motives?

Ifr. Davy: Of course they woul,] not, if
they stopped to think.

The PREMIER: It is regrettable that we
have men in the police force whose minds
are so biassed, prejudiced, and rho are so
unthinking as to make such statements. It
makes one feel that the freedom and liberty
of citizens tare at stake in the hands of such
men!

Mr. Davy: We have had instances of men
in this House making such insinuations.

The PREMrIER: I am dealinsg only with
the matter as it is before us.

Mr. Mann: At the outset I said it was
regrettable that the Police Association had
taken that action.

The PREMIER: It was worse than regret-
table. If an injustice had been done to
Lambert they were not likely to influence
their claim for an inquiry by making such
statements.

Mr. Davy: Of course not.
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The PREMIER: It was an unworthy
action and I do not think there is
any member of this House who would
have acted other than as the Minister
and (lie Governmient did, having regard to
the attitude taken up by the officer respon-
sible for the control and administration of
the police force. I am not in accord with
those members who think that a general in-
quiry should lie held. rhe Government would
not hesitate to bold an inquiry into the ad-
ministration of the police force if grounds
were fortheomting to warrant such a course
of action. We cannot he Cxj ected to hold
an inquiry on mere geueral statements. If
specific instances of mal-administration and
so on were given, an inquiry would be held.
One might be justified in thinking that if
we have men in the piolice force capable of
saying stieh thin,,.,, and probably doing things
that have been suggested, the position de-
manded an inquiry into the actions of some
of them at any rate. The statement by some
mnembers of the force that political motives
actuated the Government, and that the police-
men at Fremantle knew that it was so, is
unworthy of any body of men charged with
the serious responsibility of maintaining
peace and order in the State.

MR. MANN (Perth-in reply) [12.251: 1
will not reply to the speeches made but I
wish to thank the Minister and the Govern-
inent for granting the inquiry' . It will have
the effect of steadying any unrest that has
bee-n caused in the department because of the
impression that Lambert would not get a
fair deal.

Amendment put and p'assed.- the motion,
as amended, agreed to.

BILL--MAIN ROADS.

Council's A mendmsens-Ita Commit tee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. Air. Lutey in the Chair; the
Minister for Works in charge of the Bill.

Council's Amendment No. 27 (partly con-
sidered):

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move-

That the Council's amendment No. 27 be
agreed to subject. to a consequential alteration
in lines two and three of Clause 22, by striking
out the words ''board in Consultation with the
local authority,'' and inserting in lieu
'MAfinister may require the board to."

Question put and passed, the Council's
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 28.-Clause 23, insert after "Minister,"
iii line one, the word, ''the board.''

No. c29.-Clause 25, dvlete.
No. 30.-Clause 26, Subelause (1), delete

"the Chief Engineer or any inspector or other
officer,"' in lines one and two, and insert "lanty
of its officers."

Delete "Chief Engineer, inspector, or offi-
cer,'' in line four, and insert "'any of its

Subelause (2), delete "'Chief Engineer, in-
speetor, or other officer." in line two, and a,-
sert "'any of its officers.''

No. 31.-Clause 27, delete.
No. 32.--Clnuse 28, delete paragraph (bl,

and insert in lieu thereof a paragraph, as fol-
low:-

(b) All nett revenue rectived. by the Com-
missioner of Taxation under any Act imposing
a tax on the income of vendors of motor spirit
in addition to any other income tax payable
by such vendors, if and so far as such tax is
payable to a fund for the purposes of main
roads.

No. 33.-Clause 28, delete paragraph (e),
and insert. in lieu thereof a paragraph, as fol-
lows-

(e) All moneys paid to the Treasurer by any
toea] authority in respect of permanent works
and of the in ainteaanm~ of main roads and of
the maintenance of developmental roads.

No. 34.-Ciause 28, insert at the end of
paragraph (c) the following :--" provided that
so far as any moneys so appropriated are raised
uinder a Loan Act, the Main Roads Trust Ac-
count shall be charged with one-half of the
amount of the annual interest and sinking fund
contribution payable in respect of such
moneys.''

Insert ar paragraph to stand as paragraph
(f) as follows:-

(f) All moneys received by the board under
thme provisions of this Act.

On motions by the Minister for Works,
the foregoing amendments agreed to.

No. 35.-Clauss 29, delete "Minister,'' in
line two of paragraph (b), and insert
"Governor.''

Insert after "used," in line four of para-
graph (i) of proviso, the words "in the pre-
scribedi area"; and after "any," in the same
line, insert "main road or developmental."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move--

That the amendment he agreed to subject
to the following proviso being added:-"Pro-
vided also that no money to ths credit of the
trnst account shall be applied to the provision
or construction of developmental roads with-
out the approval of the Minister after confer-
ence wsith or reference to the local anthori-
tie.''

Question lpnl and passed: !he Council's
amendment, as ameinded, agreed to.
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No. aW.--Clause 301, delete, and insert in bll
thereof a clause, as follows:-

-Athority for expenditure by t0ote (WthOrities9.
30. It shall he lawful for any local author-

ity to expend aoit of its ordinary revenue,1 or
money borrowed for the purpose under its bor-
rowing powers, such sumis as the local nutluor-
Sty may, in its discretion, think fit-

(a) in payienit to thle board of vonltrihutioc.
to the cost of thie construction of any
main road, or developmental road; or

(Ib) in payment of the expense incurred by
the local authority in thle construction,
mainitenanlc, or reptair of any main
road or developmnental road undei -
taken hr the local authority,

so far as anly satll road is within the district
of the local authority.

No. 37.-Clause .31, delete ''the fees and,'
in line six, and insert "'regulations to author-
ise local authorities to grant permission for
the erection onl maini roads, i return for Adver-
tising concessions, of* highway lighthouses or
beacons, and prescribing the.''

No. 3.-Title, delete "to further aieud
the Traffic Act. 1919; to ptrovide for the licon, -
jag of dealers in petrol."'

No. 39.-New clause:

10. E ach tennbtor of the hoard shall receive
such salary or fees as mnay be fixed by the Gov-
ernor,

No. 40.-New clause, insert a new clause,
as follows:-

I. if after a developmnental road is handed
over to any local authority, such local author-
ity fails to mtaintain to the satisfaction of the
board any Zleveloinmental road, the board shall
by notice in writing direct the local authority
to carry ot, within n period to be named in
the notice, such works of maintenance as are-
specified.

If the local authority fails to comply with
any such direction, the board may carry out
such works. Any expenses, so incurred by the
hoard shall he repaid by the local authority to
the hoard, and if stot repaid within three
months after dematnd by the board shall be
deerned dl debt due and payable to His Majesty,
and all remedies therefor may be enforced in
the same of His Majesty against the local
Authority and the revenues thereof.

2. All moneys repaid by, or recovered from
a local authority tunder this section, shall he.
placed to the credlit of the Mlain Roads Trust
Account.

3. Where, in the opinion of the board, two)
or more districts derive benefit from any such
developmental road, the board shall determine
thle proportion which the local authority of each
dfistrict s~hall contribute to such expenditure;
and the provisions of Section 31 of this Act
relatiniz to the apportionment of the amount
expenrded on permanent -works and maintenanc.-
shall. iitatis mutandis, apply, subject to suchi
moiications thereof as may be prescribed to
adjust and apply thocez provisions to this see-
tion.

No. 41.-New clause, insert a new clause, avz
follows:-

A4ppot0tionlicM of thme anoua expended onlpr
lmao,l C wiors ad liJtr or

(L.) The board shall, before the thirtieth
dIay of Jian le ii each Y-earI, ap~ portion halIf thte
asnloi nt expendt-d onl permanent works and
nnaint.'nne oil iint roads during the preced-
iug year between the various districts benefited
rherely inl the following manner:-

It shall, lefore the thirty-first day of Jani'-
arly mm eachl year, determine-

(a) thle permanment wVorks and mnainitenane
fron whrJich each of the districts re-
spectively has benefited;

(h) tile liroportion of the amiount as afore-
said to be apportioned which is silo.
cated to each sicm district having re-
gard to the benefits it has obtained
fromn the expenditure;

-)the anount of the conitribution which
eat local authority of each such dis-
trict shall pay 'i respect of tie pro-
portion so allocated,

The cointributiomns from thme local aothorities
needl net be at a uniform rate, but may be
varied in tine cawe of each local authority ac-
cording to thme bienefits front the respective
works :

Providedi flint the total amount of the con-
tributions fronm all local autinoritics concerned
hal eiqual thle amounat as aforesaid to be ap,
portioned.

A district may be beafited by expenditure
eml Permanent works and maintenance, although
stuchn pernmanent works and the roads main-
tained are not situated within the dsrc, if
substantial traffic to or from the district passes
over, or in tine ease of new roads will in the
nopinion of thme hoard pass over, a road on
which such expuenditure has been made.

(2.) Notwithstanding anything in this see-
tion, the board, with thme approval of the ov-
ermmor, tinny il tile. ease of any local authority
reduce tile anmounit of the contribution of such
ar-al athority determined as aforesaid in ra-
spect of the maintenance of any road where 't
is proved to thle satisfaction of the board that
the cost of inaintenance is excessive and that
such cost is due to motor tralffic not of local
erigiti or to timber traffic.

In exercising tis authority tbe board shall
take into account thne revenue, Valuation, and
rating of the local authority, and also its fin-
ancial obligations on ac~count of liability f-
loan expenditure incurred in respect of per-
manent works under this Act.

(3.) Before finally making the apportion-
inent in subsection onie hereof mentioned, the
board shall serve a notice upon each contribu-
tory local authority setting forth-

(a) the amoant which is to be apportioned
between the districts;

(h) the permanent works and maintenance.
each separately stated, from which
each of the said districts respectively
is deenned to have benefited and th-,
amount expended thereon;
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(c) the proportion of the amount expended
on the said pierumanent works and
nmaintenance, each separately stated,
which it is proposed to alloeate to
each of thea districts benefited;

(d) the several proposed contributions of
the said local authorities;

(e) in eases where the contributions are not
proposed to be charged at a uniform
ra te, the reasons for the variation.

Such notic shall be served not later than
the twentieth flay of tcebreary in each year,
ad shall fix a day, not less than sixty dlays

fromt the day of the service of the notice, up
to which objections to the proposed apportion-
ment will be received.

(4.) The hoard shall consider all such ob-
jeetions, and if deemed necessary amend its
apportionment accordingly. Ta so doing, it
miar include a district and local authority
thereof not previousir* included (in which ease,
however, sunch local authority must first ho
notified soil given the opportunity to object),
or mar exclude a district and local authority
thereof previously included. The decision of1
the board as to the amount -each of the said
local authorities shall pay in respect of per-
mainent works and of maintenance shall, upon
confirmation by the Governor in Council, be
finial and conclusive.

(5.) Tho amount of contribution from a
local authority in respect of permanent worksa
determined under this section shall, notwith-
standing anything contained in any other Act,
be and be dIeemed to be a loan for a period
of thirty years advanced by the Treasurer to
that local authority on which that local nuth-
oritr' shall pay six and a-half per cent. per
nanin to cover interest and sinking fund, and
the loan shall be deemed to have been advanced
on the first day of July next ensuing after the
apportionment of suchS amount.

The amiount of contribution from a local
authority in respect of maintenane shall be
a dlebt dun 'froni such local authority to the
Board, recoverable in any court of competent
jurisdiction.

Provided that the 'Minister may, if he thinks;
fit, declare any part of the district of such
locail authority to be a benefited district with
respect to the works in respect of which the
contribution is apportioned, in which case the
special rate so to be levied shall he a separate
rabe levied in and for such benefited district.

(6.) Where several local authorities are liable
to contribute towards the amiount expended
pursuant to this Art on any permanent works
or ninttenance-

(a) Trho board may, in any case in which the
works are not completed, postpone t'ic
apportionment of any such amnont
until the works are completed; and

Wh In every suich case the interest on that
portion of the capital cost for which
such local authorities are liable shaj
be calculated to the thirty-first day of
January next pyreeding such appor-
-tionment, and be added to the said
portion of the capital cost, and shall

,to paid by the local autboities to-
gether with -the said portion of the
capital eust accordingly.

On motion by the MNinister for Works,
the foregoing amendmeuts were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-TRAFFIO ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

r.Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauise I- Short title and commence-
mnet:

The IUNISTER FOR WORKS : It is
too late in the sessiop to attempt to deal
with the Bill as printed, and for that I am
soorry', becAuse we made a simlar attempt
last session. Thlere is an urgent need for
a measure to give uts better cdbtrol of
traffic, but it is of no use trying to deal
with it at this stage. I introduced the Bill
early ii- the session, but owing to the Main
Roads Bill, which is 'so interwoven with
this mneasure, hiaving been referred by
another place to a select committee, it was
imipossiible to tackle the Traffic Bill until
ire knew what Form the Main Roads Bill
would take. I propose to ask the Com-
mittee to re-enact the existing legislation,
but to reduce the fees for horse-drawn
vehiieles by 50 per ceiii., and for teamsters
who cart to the North-West stations by 7.5
per cent., leaving- the rest of the measuire
to !,e dealt with next session. Subelause 2
provides that this measure shall come into
operation oin a date to be fixed by pro-
clantation. Imove au amendment--

That SubelanIse (2) be struck out.

.%rnnment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agrued to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ask
the Committee to agree to thie deletion of
Clauses 2 to 32 inclusive.

Clauses put and negatived.

ClanLSe 33-Amendment of Part 1 of
third schedule.
. .1r. COVERLEX' (for 11r. An~gelo) : I

move an amendment-
That the following be added to the clause:-
(2.1 Between the words ''for every exceed-

ing 3010 P.L.W. 0 12 06' and "for a *ocoruotiv-e
or traction engine"' insert the words: "Pro-
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vided that if it ii proved to the satisfaction
of the licensing authority that the license is
required for a motor wagon employed in the.
North-West province or for a motor wagon
used for the carriage of ore and mining re-
quisites within a mnining area; or for a motor
wagon used only in connection with the sandal-
wood industry; or for a motor wagon mainly
used for the carriage of stock or for the car-
riage of supplies to and produce from cattle
and sheep stations, the fee shall be one-fourth
of such prescribed fee, with a minimum fee of
seven pounds."
This will bring the mecasure into unison
with the petrol lax provisions.

Mr. SAMPSON: I move-
That the amendment be amended by the ad-dition of the following words-''and if it

is proved to the satisfaction of the licens-
ing authority -.hat the license is required for
a motor vehicle used only by a farmer for the
carriage of produce or farining requisites to
and from his farm the fee shall be one-fourth
of such prescribed fee, with a. minimum fee of
two pounds."'
The pribciple of giving consideration to
those engaged in primary production has
already beenl admitted in this Chamber.
This motion will carry that into effect.
The amendment will not extend to anyone
who uses a motor vehicle for a variety of
work.

TI.c Minister for Lands: The carting of
wool to Perth and York?

Mr. SAMPSON: Exactly.
The Minister for Lands: Who will pay

for the upkeep of main roads?
MKr. SAMPSON: It is the duty of mem-

bers to see what can be done to overcome
that. I know the railways should receive-
that traffic which properly belongs to them.

The Minister for Lands: The matter re-
quires further consideration for next ses-
sion. You are only playing to the gallery.

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at all. The prin-
ciple is right.

The Minister for Works: There is no
principle in it.

Mr SAMPSON: We have acknowledged
it with regard to horse-drawn vehicles.
Why not extend it to motor vehicles that
arc used in the same way?

The MINISTEiJR FOR WORItS: The
fees regarding horse-drawn vehicles used
in die North-West for station work and in
mining areas and for the carting of sandal-
wood have been reduced to one-fourth of
the fees now paid. The fees charged last
year were too high. Through ail under-
standing with the road boards these fees

have ]]ot been collected. I assured themn
that the Government auditors would not
make any fuss about the matter. The
same situation does not apply in the ease
of motor vehicles used by farmers. Along
one railway I noticed that the bulk of the
wool bad been taken to Fremantle by
motor. Motor tractors travel all over thc,
State. The owner of a motor vehicle is
deriving suich advantage from having it
that he is not asking for any relief. In my
district there are probably more farm motor
vehicles than in any other, but no one has
asked for any concession. It is not a rea-
sonable amendment to put forward. We
have gone to the expense of constructing
railway lines and they should be used. It
is due to the local authorities. that they
should have this money. They will keep all
the fees.

M! . LATHAM : I am rather sorry that the
Minister has not found it possible to revise
some of the fees on motor vehicles, particu-
larly as he is imposing at petrol tax. Big
lorries average 10 to 15 miles per gallon on
the road.

The Minister for Works: There is also a
big increase on heavy motor cars.

Mr. LATHAMf: The reduction of fees on
horse-drawn vehicles, represents a concession
to the fanning community, but I would like
to see sonme consideration extended to the
people who do not use their motors in com-
petition with the railways.

Mr. LINDSAY: As regards the amend-
mient, I agree with the Minister that it is
quite practicable to cart wool right down to
Perth. If it were possible to restrict the
use of the motor lorry to carrying wool to
the station or siding only, the position wVould
be different. However, if lorries use the
roads and damage them, the lorries should
bear the tax. Without a limiting definition,
the amendment ought not to be carried.

Amendment on the amendment put and
negatived.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses% 34, .35, 36-negatived.

Clauses 37, 38-agreed to.

Title:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I
move-

That the Title be amended by- adding the
words "and to repeal Section 5 of the Trafle
Act Amendment Act, 1924."
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Amendment put and passed; the Title,
ms amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
rejport adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

The PREMIIER: I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn to 11

am. Friday.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.4 a.m. (Friday).

legwelatlne Council,
Friday, 18th December, 1925.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at U1
am., and read prayers.

QUESTION-PRICES COMMISSION.

Hon. J. CORNELL (without notice)
asked the Chief Secretary: When do the
Government expect the Prices Commission
to conclude their inquiries and present a re-
port, thus obviating the necessity for further

useless expenditure of public funds and the
continued placation of gullible sections of
the comnmunity?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
Royal Commission are to present their re-
port in February next?

QUESTION-ESPLANADE FAIR
GROUNDlS.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAINE asked the
Chief Secretary: 1, Do the Government in-
tend to call for public tenders for the leasing
of "White City"? 2, As an alternative, will
the Government consider the desirability of
the State Gardens Board letting the grounds
direct rather than through a lessee? 3, Will
the Government move to eliminate gambling
from carnival or other events held there?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
The matter will receive the consideration
of the Government during the recess.

MOTION-COflISSIONER OF
RAILWAYS.

To approve appointment.

THE CHIEr SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [11.3): I move--

That the appointment by His Excellency
the Governor of LieutenantwColonel Harold
Pope, CRB., as Commissioner of Railways, at a
salary of £2,000 a year, jen the terms of the
Executive Council minute laid on the Table
of the Legislative Council on the 17th day of
December, 1925, be approved.

1 believe the motion will reveal a unanimity
of opinion. Colonel Pope assumed responsi-
bility for our vast railway system at a very
criticial time, and I say without hesitation
he has justified his selection for the very
important office now in his keeping. He has
nursed the finances of the Railway Depart-
ment from the almost hopeless to the con-
valescent stage. The railways now give real
service to the people. I do not intend to
wander through the details of Colonel Pope's
administration, because I could not relieve
a monotonous story of improvement with in-
stances of neglect or incompetence. Mem-
bers may ask why this reappointment has
not received earlier attention. The absence
of the Premier in England delayed consid-
eration, and the subsequent crush of parlia-
mentary business did not permit of a de-
claration until Wednesday last. An iznpul-


